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U.S. blasts
Syria base
with cruise
missiles
WASHINGTON

(AP) — The United
States fired a bar-
rage of cruise mis-
siles into Syria
Thursday night in
retaliation for this
week’s gruesome
chemical weapons
attack against civil-
ians, U.S. officials
said. / A4

Rip currents
causing
spring break
problems on
Gulf Coast
GULF SHORES

(AP) — Dangerous
surf conditions are
causing problems
on the Alabama
coast during spring
break.
Red flags are fly-

ing to warn people
about hazardous rip
currents that can
quickly pull swim-
mers out to sea.
But in Gulf Shores,

lifeguards still have
had to rescue at
least five people
since Saturday.
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INSIDE TODAY: Poll: Most Americans oppose funding border wall / B4

Impeachment hearings, ethics probe dog Bentley
A look at the ethics findings 

against Bentley / A4

MONTGOMERY (AP) — Alabama
Gov. Robert Bentley’s political troubles
mounted Thursday as lawmakers
vowed to move forward with impeach-
ment hearings and one influential Re-
publican urged him to step down.

The developments came a day after
the state Ethics Commission found
probable cause that the Republican
governor broke state ethics and cam-
paign finance laws, accusations that

Bentley denies.
“I hope the governor does what is best

for the state and seriously considers
stepping down,” state Senate Pro Tem
Del Marsh said Thursday. “I don’t think
it does us any good to have the House
go through these impeachment pro-
ceedings.”

Bentley said Thursday that he does
not intend to resign.

“I have no intentions of resigning and
I am looking forward to continuing to
work on important issues facing the
state,” he said.

Bentley has been engulfed in scandal
since recordings surfaced in 2016 of
him making suggestive remarks to a fe-
male aide before his divorce. Bentley
has acknowledged making personal
mistakes but maintained he did noth-
ing illegal or to merit his removal from
office.

Efforts to impeach Bentley have
gathered steam for months, and the
House Judiciary Committee is sched-
uled to hold its first hearing on the mat-Gov. Robert

Bentley

SAFE KIDS EXPO SET FOR SATURDAY
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SUMITON FIRE 
AND RESCUE

Firefighters to
host training
sessions at

Bevill-Sumiton
By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

SUMITON — A controlled train-
ing burn for firefighters is sched-
uled for the new two Saturdays in
Sumiton.

Bevill State Community College
will allow the Sumiton Fire and
Rescue Service, City of Graysville
Fire Department and Bagley Fire
and Rescue to use vacant dormi-
tory apartments in Sumiton,
owned by BSCC, for the controlled
burn and training exercises. 

The apartments are located on
State Street, and training will be
held on Saturday and again on Sat-
urday, April 15.   

In a press release from Bevill
State, the college states the dorms
are set to be demolished at a future
date, and the controlled burn will
help BSCC with the demolition.

“We know this will allow many
professional firefighters an oppor-
tunity for training scenarios that
could potentially save lives and
property in the future,” Dr. Kim
Ennis, interim president of BSCC,
said.

Each training day is scheduled to
begin at 8 a.m. and last as late as
4 p.m. Training exercises will be
this Saturday, while the controlled
burn is scheduled for April 15.

The third annual Safe Kids Expo
sponsored by the Walker County

Children’s Advocacy Center will be
held from 2 until 6 p.m. Saturday on
the courthouse square in downtown

Jasper. The event, which drew
more than 3,000 people last year,
includes free games and activities

for the kids. The Walker High band
boosters will have concession

available, including hamburgers,
hot dogs, nachos and drinks.  

BANKHEAD 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Popular DARE
program returns

to Bankhead
Middle School

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

CORDOVA — More than 80
fifth-graders at Bankhead Middle
School graduated from the DARE
program on Tuesday, after Cor-
dova Police Officer Ray Goggans
led the 10-week substance abuse
prevention education program.

The school has not hosted the
DARE program in at least four
years, according to Principal
Amber Freeman.

“It gives them the skills to deal
with difficult situations. It gives
them some opportunities to think
about what to do when they’re
asked to do something they
shouldn’t,” Freeman said.

Bringing DARE back to BMS
was a collaborative effort of the
City of Cordova and the Walker
County Board of Education.

Goggans has been serving as a
school resource officer at Cor-
dova’s three schools since August.

His salary is paid by the city,
but the school board paid for him
to attend a two-week DARE train-
ing course.

WBMC LABOR AND DELIVERY AREA HOSTS RIBBON CUTTING

Bob Phillips, chief executive officer 
of Walker Baptist Medical Center in
Jasper, cuts the ribbon Thursday on
the facility’s remodeled labor and 
delivery areas, with hospital and com-
munity leaders surrounding him. The
$600,000 work also gave a facelift to
the nursery and the mother/baby pa-
tient care area, with all areas — includ-
ing the labor room — designed to
make families feel more like they are at
home. Amy Beard, vice president of
women’s services for Brookwood Bap-
tist Health, spoke, as did Phillips, who
said the center helps to grow the com-
munity with each baby born. 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Don Rickles, the big-
mouthed, bald-headed “Mr.
Warmth” whose verbal as-
saults endeared him to au-
diences and peers and
made him the acknowl-
edged grandmaster of in-
sult comedy, died
Thursday. He was 90.

Rickles, who would have
been 91 on May 8, suffered
kidney failure and died
Thursday morning at his
home, said Paul Shefrin,
his longtime publicist and
friend.

For more than half a
century, Rickles headlined
casinos and nightclubs
from Las Vegas to Atlantic
City, New Jersey, and
livened up late-night talk
shows. 

No one was exempt from
Rickles’ insults, not fans or
presidents or such fellow
celebrities as Frank Sina-
tra, Dean Martin and
Johnny Carson.

Even volatile Sinatra let
Rickles have his comedic
way with him.

“Hey, Frank, make your-
self at home. Hit some-
body,” Rickles snapped at
the singer attending his
show. Sinatra laughed.

Despite jokes that from
other comics might have
inspired boycotts, he was
one of the most beloved
people in show business,
idolized by everyone from
Joan Rivers and Louis CK
to Chris Rock and Sarah
Silverman.

Billy Crystal tweeted
simply, “A giant loss.”

“We lost a great one. fast
furious brilliant for
decades the definition of
genius,” Sandra Bernhard
said on Twitter.

Some reaction to Rickles’
death matched his style.

“In lieu of flowers, Don
Rickles’ family has re-
quested that people drop
their pants and fire a

rocket,” Patton Oswald
tweeted.

James Caan once said
that Rickles helped inspire
the blustering Sonny Cor-
leone of “The Godfather.”
An HBO special was di-
rected by John Landis of
“Animal House” fame and
included tributes from
Clint Eastwood, Sidney
Poitier and Robert De
Niro.

Carl Reiner would say
he knew he had made it in
Hollywood when Rickles
made fun of him.

Rickles patented a con-
frontational style that
stand-up performers still
emulate, but one that kept
him on the right side of
trouble. 

He emerged in the late
1950s, a time when comics
such as Lenny Bruce and
Mort Sahl were taking
greater risks, becoming
more politicized and more
introspective.

Rickles managed to
shock his audiences with-
out cutting social commen-
tary or truly personal

self-criticism. He operated
under a code as old the
Borscht Belt: Go far — eth-
nic jokes, sex jokes, ribbing
Carson for his many mar-
riages — but make sure
everyone knows it’s for
fun.

“I think the reason that
(my act) caught on and
gave me a wonderful ca-
reer is that I was never
mean-spirited,” he once
said. “Not that you had to
like it, but you had to be
under a rock somewhere
not to get it.”

Rickles’ many friends re-
turned the wisecracks,
whether labeling him a
man everyone loved to
hate or, as his pal Bob
Newhart once joked, as a
man annoying to travel
with. But the topper came,
from all people, the radio
host Casey Kasem, who
dressed up as Hitler at a
Martin roast in Rickles’
honor and told the come-
dian, “You are the only
man I know who has
bombed more places than I
have.”

In 2008, he won the
Emmy for best individual
performance in a variety
show for the Landis film,
“Mr. Warmth: The Don
Rickles Project.” In 2012,
he received the Johnny
Carson Award for Comedic
Excellence, a fitting trib-
ute for a man whose big
breakthrough came on
“The Tonight Show” more
than 40 years earlier.

Rickles was a stage
comic and occasional
movie actor when he sat
down on the couch next to
Carson’s desk and mut-
tered, “Hello, dummy.” The
studio audience was ini-
tially startled, but when
the host began laughing
uncontrollably, so did
everyone else. He would
appeared countless more
times, haranguing Carson
about not being invited
more often or mocking his
own love life.

“My wife just lays there,
saying, ‘Help me with my
jewelry,’” was a typical
joke.

For his standup act,
Rickles would begin a
show by charging on stage
and berating the people
sitting down front. To an
elderly lady he might say,
“What are you doing up,
Mom? Go lie down.” To a
young man: “Look at this
kid staring. That comes
from locking yourself in
the bathroom too much.”
After kissing a woman’s
hand: “What’d you have for
dinner? Fish?”

His bald heading shin-
ing, he would gleefully
croon his theme song, “I’m
a Nice Guy,” and make fun
of blacks and gays, the
Irish and the Italians, with
special attention for his
own people, the Jews. A fa-
vorite epithet was the non-
sensical “hockey puck,” as
in, “You’re a real hockey
puck.”
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Continuing Education
classes at Bevill
State’s Jasper campus

The following classes will be
available through Bevill State
Community College’s Continuing
Education program.  

For more information or to regis-
ter for any of these classes, call
Robin Goforth at 205-275-0457.

BASIC DIGITAL PHOTOG-
RAPHY – Monday, April 10-Mon-
day, April 24. Cost is $50 and
instructor is Ron Harris. Class
held in Rowland Hall Room 223.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT – Monday,
April 10, from 5:30 to8:30. Cost is
$25 and instructor is Diane
Williams. Class held in Commu-

nity Education Building.
BASIC OIL PAINTING –

Thursday, April 13, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Project is flowers on  16x20
canvas. Cost is $25 and instructor
is Diane Williams. Class in the
Community Education Building.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT – Thurs-
day, April 13, from 5:30 to 8:30.
Cost is $25 and instructor is Diane
Williams. Class held in Commu-
nity Education Building.

ADVANCED SEWING – Thurs-
day, May 4-Thursday, May 25, from
5:30 to 8:30. Cost is $60 plus sup-
ply list and instructor is Susan
Maddox. Class held in Roland Hall
Room 223.

BASIC HOME REPAIR –
Thursday, May 4, from 5:30 to 7:30.
Cost is $30 and instructor is Carl

Goforth. Class held in Community
Education Building.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT – Monday,
May 8, from 5:30 to 8:30. Project is
a Spring door hanger. Cost is $25
and instructor is Diane Williams.
Class held in Community Educa-
tion Building.

BASIC OIL PAINTING –
Thursday, May 11, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Project is beach scene on
canvas. Cost is $25 and instructor
is Diane Williams. Class held in
the Community Education Build-
ing.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT –Thurs-
day, May 11, from 5:30 to 8:30.
Project is a Spring door hanger.
Cost is $25 and instructor is Diane
Williams. Class held in Commu-
nity Education Building.

BEVILL STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File 

In this June 2012 file photo, comedian Don Rickles
attends the AFI Life Achievement Award Honoring
Shirley MacLaine at Sony Studios in Culver City ,
Calif. Rickles died Thursday of kidney failure at his
Los Angeles home. He was 90.  

Don Rickles, king of insult comedy, dies at 90

Brinda Moore
April 21, 1948 – April 4, 2017

Brinda Moore, 68, of Parrish, passed away Tuesday,
April 4, 2017, at her residence.

The family will receive friends today, April 7, 2017, at
10 a.m. at Collins-Burke Funeral Home. Funeral services
will be held today, April 7, 2017, at noon in the Collins-
Burke Chapel, with burial at Zion Church of Christ
Cemetery. Carroll Smith will officiate.

Moore was preceded in death by her father, Ottis
Moore; mother, Mirean Williamson Moore; sister, Shelby
Jean Moore; and brothers, Ronald Moore and David
Moore.

She is survived by her sisters, Carolyn Moore, Emily
Gurganus (Phillip) and Sharon Hunt (Randy); brothers,
Tim Moore (Joan), Ned Moore (LaRae) and Terry Moore;
sister-in-law, Betty Moore; and a host of nieces and
nephews.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

Ruth Burleson Kendrick
Ruth Burleson Kendrick, 86, of Winfield, passed away

Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at her daughter’s home in
Watkinsville, Ga. 

Burleson was born on April 4, 1931, in Marion County,
a daughter to Alvis Arkin Burleson and Lula Era Smith
Burleson; resident of Winfield most of her life; resident of
Indiana from 1960 until 1997, prior to returning to Win-
field; and she was a member of Winfield First Baptist
Church.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death
by her husband, Herchel Calvin Kendrick Sr., who passed
away July 21, 1978; one sister, Mary Ann Burleson Har-
rod; one brother, Wendell Burleson; one sister-in-law,
Jeanette Burleson; and one niece, Diana Sue Burleson.

Survivors include one son, Herchel C. “Ken” Kendrick
Jr. (Billie); two daughters, Wanda J. Rouch (John) and
Brenda Kendrick; seven grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; one brother, Willie B. Burleson; one brother-in-
law, Clarence Harrod; one sister-in-law, Myra Ann
Burleson; and several nieces, nephews and other rela-
tives.

Funeral services will be held Saturday, April 8, 2017,
at 1 p.m. from the McGraw Memorial Chapel of Miles Fu-
neral Home.  Burial will follow in Winfield City Cemetery,
with Miles Funeral Home of Winfield directing the serv-
ice. Visitation will be Saturday from noon until 1 p.m. at
the funeral home.

Miles Funeral Home, Winfield; 205-487-6405

James F. ‘Teddybear’ 
Hestle Jr.

James F. “Teddybear” Hestle Jr., 59, of Camden, Ala.,
who lived in Parrish, went home to be with the Lord
Wednesday, April 5, 2017, at Walker Baptist Medical Cen-
ter.

A memorial service will be announced at a later date.
Hestle was preceded in death by his parents, James

and Mattie Hestle; and grandparents.
He is survived by his wife, Cynthia Hester Hestle;

brother-in-law, Clint Hester (Libby); sisters, Marjorie
Sheffield (Bill) and Judy Sawyer (Bo Phillips); and a host
of nieces, nephews, other relatives and dear friends. Es-
pecially his “Blacksmith Community” of friends, whom he
loved so much. He himself will be a friend truly missed
by all.

Wilson Brothers Funeral Home, 
Carbon Hill; 205-924-4147

William O’Rear
William O’Rear, 85, of Jasper, passed away Thursday,

April 6, 2017, at his residence.
Funeral arrangements will be announced by Kilgore-

Green Funeral Home.
You may sign the register online at www.kilgoregreen-

funeralhome.com.

Kilgore-Green Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-9503

Obituary policy
The Daily Mountain Eagle publishes obit-

uaries for a minimum $40 charge for a stan-
dard obituary. The standard obituary
includes the deceased’s complete name, age,
occupation, date, cause and place of death,
time and place of services and survivors. Pho-
tographs of the deceased are welcome, but
not required. 

If the obituary exceeds standard space, ad-
ditional charges may be incurred.

Information must be received from the fu-
neral home handling the arrangements and
services.

Roof damage reported
in D.C.; possible
tornado in Virginia

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Severe weather that
spawned tornadoes and left damage in three Southeast-
ern states headed up the Atlantic coast Thursday, taking
the roof off two buildings in the nation’s capital and lead-
ing forecasters to check a possible tornado in Virginia.

Doug Buchanan, spokesman for District of Columbia
Fire and EMS, said authorities were called to Gonzaga
College High School near Union Station and to an apart-
ment building in the city’s southeastern quadrant.
Buchanan said there were no reports of injuries at either
scene.

National Weather Service meteorologist Jeff Orrock
said investigators were dispatched to the Virginia city of
Chesapeake and the towns of Kilmarnock and Irvington,
where he said there was a good possibility of a “weak
touchdown.”

Orrock said investigators will compare damage pat-
terns with radar data before making a determination.

An initial round of storms across the Southeast pro-
duced one large tornado and reports of more than a half-
dozen smaller twisters. Trees were toppled and power
lines were brought down in Georgia, while heavy rains
drenched areas of Alabama and South Carolina.

The severe weather outbreak was the second to hit the
South in less than a week, but no deaths or significant
injuries had been reported as of Thursday afternoon. A
round of storms on Sunday and Monday killed five peo-
ple, including a Mississippi woman who desperately
called 911 from a car that plunged into a rain-swollen
creek.

Authorities in Johnston, South Carolina, a town of
2,300 that calls itself the peach capital of the world, re-
ported a possible tornado there damaged about a dozen
buildings. Crews couldn’t immediately check nearby
peach orchards but authorities said a hard freeze in late
March had already caused severe damage.

Johnston Mayor Terrence Cullbreath said he opened
a local armory as a shelter and that lights were out and
many streets were blocked by fallen trees. Thousands
had lost power across the three states Wednesday, with
utilities struggling to keep up.

In southwest Georgia, a powerful tornado that touched
down at midday traveled some distance on the ground
in rural Stewart County, National Weather Service Me-
teorologist Keith Stellman said. It left downed power
lines and trees on roads, said Sandra James, a sheriff ’s
office dispatcher.

AP Photo/Andrew Harnik 

Firefighters work to cut pieces of damaged tin roof
down after high winds damaged the roof of St.
Aloysius Catholic Church at Gonzaga High School
in Washington Thursday.  

Today’s weather



KANSAS CITY, Mo.
(AP) — Awed by an eight-
plane flyover that left the
sky streaked with plumes
of red, white and blue con-
trails, thousands paused
Thursday in the shadow of
the nation’s official World
War I monument in re-
membrance of the day a
century ago that the U.S.
entered the fight.

Melding equal measures
of homage to American
sacrifice with patriotism,
the commemoration — “In
Sacrifice for Liberty and
Peace” — amounted to a
multimedia time warp to
April 6, 1917, when Amer-
ica begrudgingly joined
the global conflict that
President Woodrow Wilson
had sought to avoid
through neutrality.

With winds fluttering
flags amid temperatures
in the upper 40s, a few
thousand ticketholders
and dozens of foreign am-
bassadors watched a color
guard clad as WWI-era
“Doughboys” present the
colors. 

Short films — one nar-
rated by Kevin Costner,
another by Gary Sinise —
displayed on twin screens
25 feet tall offered docu-
mentary-style flashbacks.
Ragtime music, military
pomp and recitations of
writings of the period
filled voids between
speeches, many of them by
politicians.

Many who publicly
spoke offered a nod to
American sacrifice: By the
time U.S. troops helped
vanquish Germany and
the conflict ended in 1918,
more than 9 million people
were lost to combat, some
116,000 of them Ameri-
cans killed in what turned
out to be a transforma-
tional war. 

A conflict initially
fought by horseback and
in dank, muddy trenches
gave way to carnage by ar-
mored vehicles, air combat
and German use of mus-
tard gas.

“America entered the
war to bring liberty,
democracy and peace to
the world after almost
three years of unprece-
dented hardship, strife
and horror,” retired Army
Col. Robert Dalessandro,
chairman of the U.S. World
War I Centennial Com-
mission behind the com-
memoration, told the
crowd. “We still live in the
long shadow of World War
I in every aspect of our
lives.”

Kansas City’s selection
as host of Thursday’s
hours-long affair was no
accident, given the hilltop
setting’s 217-foot tall Lib-

erty Memorial tower and
the sprawling WWI mu-
seum below it.

The monument was
built after a burst of post-
war patriotism that over
10 days in 1919 raised
$2.5 million, the equiva-
lent to more than $30 mil-
lion today.

So noteworthy was the
achievement that Allied
commanders from Bel-
gium, Great Britain, Italy,
France and the U.S. gath-
ered in 1921 to dedicate
the site, across the street
from the Kansas City
train station that more
than half of U.S. troops
passed through before
being shipped overseas.

When the monument
was completed five years

later, more than 150,000
turned out to hear Presi-

dent Calvin Coolidge ded-
icate it. Cast on Thursday
by Mayor Sly James — a
former Marine — as one of
Kansas City’s “crown jew-
els,” the site last year drew
200,000 visitors spanning
more than 70 countries.

“For the past 91 years,
people from across the
globe have come to learn
and remember,” said the
museum’s CEO, Matt Nay-
lor, who displays in his of-
fice the shaving kit his
British grandfather used
as a WWI infantryman in
France.

Missouri’s link to the
war also wasn’t lost on
Gov. Eric Greitens, a for-
mer Navy SEAL. He
lauded that the state was
the birthplace of Frank
Buckles, who until his
2011 death at age 110 was
the war’s last surviving
U.S. veteran.

BOSTON (AP) — For-
mer NFL star Aaron Her-
nandez “took pleasure” in
gunning down two men in
2012 because he felt disre-
spected after one of them
accidentally spilled his
drink at a nightclub, a
prosecutor said Thursday
during closing arguments
at Hernandez’s double-
murder trial.

But Hernandez’s lawyer,
Jose Baez, told the jury
that the real killer is Her-
nandez’s former friend and
the prosecution’s star wit-
ness, Alexander Bradley.
Baez called Bradley a “liar,
“perjurer” and “parasite”
who got the “deal of a life-
time” from prosecutors
after he named Hernandez
as the shooter.

The jury was expected to
begin deliberations Friday
after hearing final instruc-
tions on the law from the
judge.

Hernandez, a former
tight end for the New Eng-
land Patriots, is charged
with first-degree murder
in the deaths of Safiro Fur-
tado and Daniel de Abreu,
two immigrants from Cape
Verde who crossed paths
with Hernandez briefly on
July 16, 2012. He is also
charged with witness in-
timidation and accused of

shooting Bradley in the
face seven months later in
what prosecutors say was
an attempt to silence him
as a witness to the earlier
shootings.

“You know who the killer

is — the same perpetrator
who unleashed the same
type of violence on the only
man who could tell his vi-
cious, awful secret — his
former best friend, Alexan-
der Bradley,” prosecutor

Patrick Haggan said.
Baez, who gained fame

when he won an acquittal
for Casey Anthony in the
death of her 2-year-old
daughter, Caylee, said
Bradley’s testimony was

“riddled with lies,” but
prosecutors stuck with
him as their star witness
because they wanted to
convict an NFL player.

“Alexander Bradley was
their three-legged pony
and they were going to
ride him to the finish line,
no matter what he said,”
Baez said, pantomiming a
jockey riding a racehorse.

Bradley, a convicted
drug dealer who is serving
a five-year sentence for
shooting up a Hartford bar
in 2014, testified under a
grant of immunity from
prosecutors. He said that
about two hours after he
and Hernandez left the
club that night, he was
driving when Hernandez
saw Furtado and de Abreu
stopped at a red light.
Bradley said Hernandez
leaned across him in the
driver’s seat and yelled to
the men, “Yo, what’s up
now?” followed by a racial
slur. Bradley said Hernan-
dez then opened fire,
shooting into the car five
times and continuing to
pull the trigger after the
gun was empty.

“That killer took pleas-
ure in what he did that

night. That killer wanted
his victims to see it com-
ing,” Haggan said.

Relatives of de Abreu
and Furtado filled the first
two rows of the courtroom
during closing arguments.
Seated one row behind
them was Hernandez’s
longtime fiancee,
Shayanna Jenkins Her-
nandez.

Hernandez already is
serving life in prison for
the 2013 killing of semi-
professional football
player Odin Lloyd, who
was dating the sister of
Jenkins Hernandez.

Hernandez, now 27,
grew up in Bristol, Con-
necticut, and played for
the Patriots from 2010 to
2012.

About six weeks after
Furtado and de Abreu
were killed, Hernandez
signed a five-year, $40 mil-
lion contract with the Pa-
triots and went on to play
another season before
Lloyd was killed. He was
cut from the team shortly
after he was arrested in
Lloyd’s killing in June
2013. He was not charged
in the 2012 killings until
2014.
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Prosecutor to Hernandez jury: ‘You know who the killer is’

AP Photo/Steven Senne, Pool 

Former New England Patriots tight end Aaron Hernandez is seated during
closing arguments in his trial at Suffolk Superior Court Thursday in Boston.
Hernandez is on trial for the July 2012 killings of Daniel de Abreu and Safiro
Furtado who he encountered in a Boston nightclub. The former NFL player
is already serving a life sentence in the 2013 killing of semi-professional foot-
ball player Odin Lloyd.  

Thousands pause for global WWI centennial observance

Jessica A. Stewart/The St. Joseph News-Press via AP 

United State Marine Corp Staf f Sgt. Kevin Har-
mon, left, and Pfc. David Aguirre raise the flag at
Mount Mora Cemetery Thursday in St. Joseph,
Mo. They also laid a wreath at the World War I me-
morial in honor of the 100th anniversary of the
United States entering the first world war. 
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MONTGOMERY (AP) — The Ala-
bama Ethics Commission on
Wednesday found probable cause
that Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley
violated state ethics and campaign
finance law. The commission re-
ferred the matters to the Mont-
gomery County district attorney for
possible prosecution. Bentley has
maintained he did nothing wrong.
The commission released few details
about the four accusations. Here is
what is known about the accusa-
tions and what the Bentley admin-
istration said about them.

MISUSE OF STATE 
RESOURCES

The commission found probable
cause that Bentley used public re-
sources, including “subordinate per-
sonnel, equipment and time all
under his discretion or control to fur-
ther his personal interests.”

Auditor Jim Zeigler, who filed the
complaint cited in the decision, ac-
cused the governor of misusing state
resources, including state aircraft,
security personnel and automobiles,
to further his relationship with an
aide, Rebekah Caldwell Mason.

Bentley legal adviser David Byrne
said he believed that accusation in-
volved then-Law Enforcement Sec-
retary Spencer Collier traveling to
question a staff member about a
matter and the governor’s former
bodyguard, Ray Lewis, going to
Tuscaloosa to speak to the gover-
nor’s son.

Collier and Lewis, who both filed
civil lawsuits against the governor,
have said they were involved in ef-
forts to find out who had secretly
recorded the governor in a phone
conversation with a woman believed
to be Mason.

Lewis said in his lawsuit that he

went to talk to Tuscaloosa to speak
with one of Bentley’s sons to “see
what I can find out about this
recording.”

Collier, who was then head of all of
state law enforcement before being
fired by Bentley, has said he also
drove to question a staff member
about the recording to see if she was
involved.

The recordings, which were later
publicly released, contained the gov-
ernor making romantic and sexually
charged remarks.

USING CAMPAIGN FUNDS TO
PAY MASON’S LEGAL BILLS
The commission found probable

cause that Bentley violated state
campaign law by using campaign
funds to pay Mason’s legal bills

Bentley used campaign funds to
pay $8,912 to the firm of Mason’s at-
torney, Bobby Segall.

After Bentley filed his 2016 cam-
paign report, Secretary of State
John Merrill had raised concerns
that it was not a permissible ex-
pense under Alabama law.

State law allows politicians to use
campaign funds for office expenses
and to pay their own civil and crim-
inal defense if the accusations are
related to their duties.

Byrne said the $8,912 payment
was for discussions Mason’s lawyer
had with the state Ethics Commis-
sion regarding her pay arrange-
ment. Mason was not on state
payroll but was paid by Bentley’s
campaign funds.

Bentley’s lawyer in a February let-
ter to the commission has argued
the payment was proper because it
was an office-related expense.

The commission in a 2015 advi-
sory opinion took a dim view of pub-
lic employees being paid by outside

sources.

RGA TRIP 
REIMBURSEMENT

The commission found probable
cause that Bentley improperly re-
ceived a campaign contribution out-
side the allowable fundraising
window, which is 120 days after an
election

Byrne said the claim centers on
money that the Republican Gover-
nors’ Association sent Bentley as re-
imbursement for use of the state
plane when Bentley and staff mem-
bers flew to Las Vegas to attend the
RGA’s 2015 meeting.

RGA reimbursed the $11,640 cost
of the trip to the Bentley campaign
several months later, outside the al-
lowable fundraising window.

Byrne said the RGA reimbursed
the governor’s campaign account
and the governor wrote a check the
next day to the state. “It was in the
account 24 hours,” Byrne said.

BENTLEY’S $50,000 LOAN 
TO HIS CAMPAIGN

The commission found probable
cause that Bentley improperly
loaned his campaign money when he
was not a candidate for office.

Bentley, who by law cannot run for
re-election, loaned his gubernatorial
campaign $50,000 in 2016. The loan
to his campaign came as Bentley
emptied out his remaining cam-
paign funds to pay legal bills. It al-
lowed him to keep a positive balance
in his campaign account.

The complaint against Bentley
stated that the contribution was not
allowed since it was not for the pur-
pose of influencing an election.

“We believe in the context of that,
it is not a violation of the law,” Byrne
said.

ter Monday. Committee Chair-
man Mike Jones said Thursday
that lawmakers should prepare
for a long week.

“We’re at the point where it’s
time to put this in front of us.
Let’s address it and let’s get it
behind us,” said the Republican
from Andalusia.

The Alabama Ethics Commis-
sion’s probable cause findings
were referred to the local district
attorney, who will decide
whether to prosecute. The ethics
complaints filed against him
have accused Bentley of misus-
ing campaign funds and state
resources, partly to pursue a re-

lationship with the aide.
The commission did not give

much further detail in its
Wednesday announcement, but
said it found probable cause that
he used public resources, includ-
ing “subordinate personnel,
equipment and time all under
his discretion or control to fur-
ther his personal interests.”

One of Bentley’s attorneys,
Bill Athanas, said the governor
hasn’t broken any law or vio-
lated ethics or campaign rules.

The scandal has tarnished the
reputation of the 74-year-old
dermatologist and former Bap-
tist deacon who attracted voters

to his longshot Republican pri-
mary campaign in 2010 with his
nice-guy image and promises
not to accept a gubernatorial
salary. While Bentley won re-
election in 2014 by an over-
whelming margin, his
popularity has plummeted after
the accusations.

“We’ve got a black eye all over
the state of Alabama because of
him,” said Stacy George, who
filed one of the ethics complaints
against Bentley. George is a
prison guard and former county
commissioner who ran against
Bentley in 2014.

The Ethics Commission’s find-

ings could give also political am-
munition to lawmakers who
want to impeach him. Twenty-
three lawmakers last year filed
impeachment articles against
Bentley accusing him of corrup-
tion and neglect of duty. The ef-
fort started with lawmakers who
clashed with Bentley on matters
such as the governor’s push to
raise taxes, but has gained more
support in recent weeks.

The top lawyer in the im-
peachment investigation said
last month that he would re-
lease a report of his findings to
the House Judiciary Committee
and the public on Friday.

“What I’m hearing is the re-
port is going to be extremely em-
barrassing for us as a state,”
said Rep. Ed Henry, the law-
maker who spearheaded the im-
peachment articles.

Ross Garber, the lawyer repre-
senting Bentley in the impeach-
ment investigation, has urged
lawmakers to be cautious.

“It is not unusual for elected
officials to have ethics and cam-
paign finance issues,” Garber
said. “In fact many governors
face these things. It is very rare,
though, for legislators to try to
leverage those issues to impeach
a governor.”

Bentley From A1

A look at the ethics findings against Gov. Bentley

While the current
DARE curriculum does
emphasize the dangers of
drug use, Goggans told
parents gathered for the
graduation that their chil-
dren learned other useful
information.

“It teaches them how to
deal with stressful situa-
tions. We get into cyber-
bullying. It used to be just
trying to teach kids to say
no to drugs, alcohol and
tobacco, but it has really
advanced much further
than that,” Goggans said.

The meaning of the
DARE acronym has
changed to reflect the new
curriculum. In addition to
Drug Abuse Resistance
Education, students
learned that DARE also
stands for Define, Assess,
Respond and Evaluate.

Ethan Pair, Lexi Fi-
nalyson and Daisha Dove
were selected to read their
essays detailing what
they learned from DARE
at the graduation cere-
mony. 

Walker County Schools
Superintendent Jason Ad-
kins attended the cere-
mony, along with four
members of the Cordova

Police Department and
Cordova City Councilman
Larry Sides.

Adkins told the stu-
dents he was proud of
them for being willing to
talk about an uncomfort-
able subject like sub-
stance abuse.

“I would never judge
anyone who has partici-
pated in negative things
because we all have, and
drugs are part of that.

There are some really
good people who have suc-
cumbed to that pressure
for one reason or another.
We don’t judge them, but I
think they would tell you
to make good decisions so
you can maximize your
time,” Adkins said.

Adkins also encouraged
students to remember
what they have learned as
they transition through
their middle and high

school years.
“Research says those

are times that you’re vul-
nerable because you get a
little uncomfortable and
you are trying to fit in.
People will come along
who will influence your
life for good and bad. You
have to maintain a good
decision-making process
so you can have circum-
stances that are beneficial
to you,” Adkins said.

DARE 
From A1

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Members of the Cordova Police Department congratulate fifth-grade DARE
graduates at a ceremony hosted at Bankhead Middle School on Tuesday. 

U.S. blasts
Syria base with
cruise missiles

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States fired a
barrage of cruise missiles into Syria Thursday night
in retaliation for this week’s gruesome chemical
weapons attack against civilians, U.S. officials said. It
was the first direct American assault on the Syrian
government and Donald Trump’s most dramatic mil-
itary order since becoming president.

The surprise strike marked a striking reversal for
Trump, who warned as a candidate against the U.S.
getting pulled into the Syrian civil war, now in its sev-
enth year. But the president appeared moved by the
photos of children killed in the chemical attack, call-
ing it a “disgrace to humanity” that crossed “a lot of
lines.”

About 60 U.S. Tomahawk missiles, fired from war-
ships in the Mediterranean Sea, targeted an air base
in retaliation for a chemical weapons attack that
American officials believe Syrian government aircraft
launched with a nerve agent, possibly sarin.

The president did not announce the attacks in ad-
vance, though he and other national security officials
ratcheted up their warnings to the Syrian govern-
ment throughout the day Thursday.

“I think what happened in Syria is one of the truly
egregious crimes and shouldn’t have happened and it
shouldn’t be allowed to happen,” Trump told reporters
traveling on Air Force One to Florida, where he was
holding a two-day summit with Chinese President Xi
Jinping.

The strike came as Trump was hosting Xi in meet-
ings focused in part on another pressing U.S. security
dilemma: North Korea’s nuclear program. Trump’s ac-
tions in Syria could signal to China that the new pres-
ident isn’t afraid of unilateral military steps. even if
key nations like China are standing in the way.

AP Photo/Alex Brandon 

President Donald Trump speaks with reporters
on Air Force One while in flight from Andrews Air
Force Base, Md., to Palm Beach International
Airport, Fla., Thursday.  

TROOPER DISCUSSES MAKING 
GOOD DECISIONS FOR PROM 

Photo Special to the Eagle  

Alabama State Trooper Curtis Summerville talks
with Oakman High School students about good
decisions for prom season. Oakman’s prom is
tonight at The Highlands on 4th in Jasper. 



By TINA OREM
NerdWallet

For many people, getting
a tax refund is like getting
a handful of sand: It’s vir-
tually impossible to hang
on to much of it.

But it doesn’t have to be
that way. You can have the
IRS split your refund
across a number of ac-
counts, perhaps some less
accessible than your
checking account, and thus
keep that windfall from
slipping through your fin-
gers.

HOW IT WORKS
Fill out Form 8888 and

the IRS will directly de-
posit your refund into as
many as three accounts of
your choosing. That means
you don’t have to dump
that $2,860 (the average
refund in 2016, per the
IRS) into your checking ac-
count, where it might end
up getting spent at the
mall. 

Instead, you can funnel
some or all of it directly
into a retirement account,
college savings, a health
savings account or a bro-
kerage account, to name a
few options .

You don’t have to send
the same amount to each
account. Alternatively, if
you really want to
strengthen your delayed-
gratification skills, you can
use the form to buy up to
$5,000 of Series I savings
bonds or direct the IRS
mail some of your refund
in a paper check.

If you’re using tax soft-
ware, many providers
make it easy to fill out
Form 8888 as part of the
filing process.

WHERE YOU 
CAN PUT YOUR 
SPLIT REFUND

You can list virtually
any accounts you like on
Form 8888, as long as each
has an account number
and a routing number,
says Scott McRuer, a CPA
in Kansas City, Missouri.
The accounts must be able
to accept direct deposit,
and the name on the ac-
counts must be yours, your
spouse’s or both. That
means you can’t have the
IRS send part of your re-
fund to a friend or a grand-
child, or to the professional
who prepared your taxes,
if you used one.

If you’re sending money
to an individual retire-

ment account, it’s impor-
tant to tell the trustee or
custodian which tax year
your contribution is for.
This is because you have
until the April filing dead-
line to make IRA contribu-
tions for the previous tax
year.

DON’T MESS UP 
THE ACCOUNT 
INFORMATION

Transposing just one
number could cause huge
headaches, because the
IRS makes clear on Form
8888 that it is not respon-
sible for a lost refund if
you enter incorrect ac-
count information.

“You’re on your own as
far as getting the money
back,” McRuer warns.

MIND THE ORDER 
OF ACCOUNTS

If you’ve asked the IRS
to split your refund but
there’s a delay processing
your return, beware: The
IRS will deposit your
money only into the ac-
count you list first on Form
8888.

When the IRS catches a
math error that means a
bigger refund for you, it
puts the extra money into
the last account listed on
the form. But if the error
makes your refund
smaller, the IRS takes the
decrease from the amount
you specified for the last
account on your list and, if
necessary, works its way
up the list until the de-
crease is taken in full.

The process is the same
for past-due federal taxes,
but if you’re behind on
state taxes, child support,
alimony, student loans or
certain other things, the
IRS uses the account rout-
ing numbers to decide, pro-
ceeding from the lowest
number on up to the high-
est number.

THE IRONY 
OF REFUNDS

Splitting your refund
can be a good thing, but
avoiding a refund in the
first place is better, says
Mike Repak, a senior es-
tate planner and vice pres-
ident at financial advisory
firm Janney Montgomery
Scott.

“If the refund is large,”
he says, “it indicates you
probably didn’t manage
your tax affairs during the
course of the year. . In
essence, you’re making an
interest-free loan to the
government.”
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Can’t decide what to do with your tax refund? Split it

AP Photo

Tax preparation firm
owner Alicia Utley
reaches for hard copies
of tax forms in her of-
fices at Infinite Tax Solu-
tions, in Boulder, Colo. 

Is an NBA player’s broken
leg worth more than a life?

NEW YORK (AP) — Thabo Sefolosha of the Atlanta
Hawks surely suffered when police officers broke his
leg arresting him outside a Manhattan nightclub in
2015. He needed surgery and sat out while teammates
went deep in the NBA playoffs.

But the city’s decision to settle his wrongful arrest
lawsuit Wednesday for $4 million still raised eyebrows.
That’s more than the city has paid out in some of its
most notorious police brutality cases.  Several unarmed
men shot to death by New York City police received less
money. 

Legal experts say the large settlement is a reflection
of lost earnings potential as a professional athlete, not
any judgment that his leg was worth more than a
man’s life. “His injury probably shortens a career with
significant dollars attached to it,” said attorney Michael
Duffy, who specializes in malpractice and other litiga-
tion but had no role in the case.

Sefalosha, a 10-year veteran of the league, was ac-
quitted of charges he disobeyed officers’ orders to leave
the area around the club following the nonfatal stab-
bing of another NBA player, Chris Copeland. This year
he has played 60 of 77 games for the Hawks, averaging
7.3 points a game, which is slightly higher than his ca-
reer average.

Here is a look at some other notable settlements of
police excessive-force cases in New York, all involving
black men like Sefolosha:

RAMARLEY GRAHAM: The unarmed 18-year-old
was trying to flush marijuana down a toilet in his home
when an officer barged into the bathroom and fatally
shot him in 2012. The city paid the family $3.9 million.

AKAI GURLEY: The 28-year-old was killed in 2014
by a ricocheting bullet when a police officer, patrolling
an apartment building with his gun drawn, was star-
tled and fired into a darkened stairwell. The city settled
with his family for $4.1 million.

ERIC GARNER: The 43-year-old father of six died
in 2014 after being placed into an illegal chokehold by
an officer trying to arrest him for selling untaxed ciga-
rettes. The city paid his family $5.9 million.

SEAN BELL: A groom-to-be, the 23-year-old Bell
died in a hail of 50 police bullets fired into his car in
2006 as he left his bachelor party at a bar. Officers mis-
takenly thought they saw a gun. The city paid his es-
tate $3.3 million.

Defense: Case against gambler
fails because witness lied

NEW YORK (AP) — A
lawyer for a Las Vegas
gambler linked to golfer
Phil Mickelson told jurors
Thursday to acquit his
client of insider trading
charges, saying the prose-
cution hangs on the lies of
the government’s main
witness.

William “Billy” Walters
should be acquitted be-
cause he never cheated
when he earned over $40
million through well-timed
trades of the stock of the
Dallas-based Dean Foods
Co., attorney Barry Berke
said.

A prosecutor a day ear-
lier had urged conviction,
saying documents includ-
ing phone and trading
records supported the tes-
timony of former Dean
Foods board chairman
Thomas Davis.

Davis said he fed secrets
about Dean Foods to Wal-
ters so that he could make
profitable trades and that
he hoped to get some tips
about business and gam-
bling in return.

Berke said he would
leave no doubt among ju-
rors that Davis had lied re-
peatedly.

“You’re going to see it.
You’re going to feel it. And
you’re going to know it,”
Berke said. “What he’s say-

ing about Mr. Walters not
only isn’t true, it couldn’t
be true.”

Berke said his 70-year-
old client was “in the fight
of his life” and was viewed
negatively by the govern-
ment in part because he is
a “high profile, colorful Las
Vegas gambler.”

“The prosecution in this
case had some blinders
on,” he said.

Closing arguments over

two days capped a three-
week trial and enabled ju-
rors to begin deliberations
in late afternoon.

Walters is charged with
earning tens of millions of
dollars illegally by making
profits and avoiding losses
through tips from Davis.
Davis pleaded guilty to
federal charges and is co-
operating in the hopes he’ll
be sentenced leniently.

Mickelson wasn’t

charged. But the Securi-
ties and Exchange Com-
mission accused him in a
civil lawsuit of making
nearly $1 million trading
Dean Foods stock. 

Mickelson agreed to
repay it.

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Brooke Cucinella said in
her Wednesday closing
that Mickelson had given
his winnings to Walters to
cover gambling debts.

AP Photo

In this 2016 file photo, William "Billy" Walters walks out of the federal court
house in Las Vegas.
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Children are the collateral damage 
Foster care programs across the coun-

try are overwhelmed by an influx of
children dubbed by health care officials
as “opioid orphans,” collateral damage
from the nation’s opioid-addiction epi-
demic. They are youngsters who have
been literally orphaned or left in the
care of aging grandparents or other
young siblings because of parental drug
abuse.

Statistics are slim in Missouri, where
state Department of Social Services of-
ficials have refused to acknowledge or
speculate about whether drug abuse
has caused the four-year uptick in fos-
ter care needs. The department’s latest
annual report, with data from 2015, in-
dicates the system is strained. It said
more children were entering foster care
than leaving, and that social workers
need manageable caseloads to help find
permanent homes for children.

Melanie Scheetz, executive director of
the Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition
of St. Louis, says the drug crisis has
placed major new demands on her
agency to find stable homes for chil-
dren. “I haven’t seen this since the crack
epidemic of the ‘80s. ... For the first time
in 15 years, we need more foster fami-
lies.”

In communities across the country,
law enforcement authorities are finding
children in dangerous predicaments
from parental drug abuse. A 10-month-
old child was discovered strapped in a
car seat in rural Indiana in October
with his mother dead in the driver’s
seat holding a syringe in her hand. A
couple of months earlier, Ohio authori-

ties found a man and woman barely
conscious from drugs in the front seat
of their car with the woman’s 4-year-old
grandson seated in the back.

Similar cases have turned up in Ken-
tucky, Alabama and Massachusetts. In
February, nine people died of suspected
overdoses one weekend in Hamilton
County, Iowa, north of Des Moines.
Three children were orphaned by the
deaths.

Social service agencies in Ohio, Indi-
ana, Kentucky, Iowa and West Virginia
acknowledge that dramatic increases in
opioid abuse and drug overdoses are
pushing up their need for foster care.
Kentucky has the highest rates in the
nation of homeless children and chil-
dren living with relatives. About 7 per-
cent of the state’s child population —
70,000 kids — don’t live with either
parent.One thing Missouri has going for
it is that Gov. Eric Greitens and his
wife, Sheena, are advocates for foster
parents. Greitens added $1.7 million to
his budget to increase support for foster
care, which Scheetz said will go far to
help the strained system.

Greitens could do more by encourag-
ing legislators to pass a meaningful
Prescription Drug Monitoring Database
measure, and by following the lead of
Republican governors in states such as
New Jersey and Ohio who are limiting
the number of days for which an opioid
can be prescribed.

Missouri should do all it can to pro-
tect the unwitting child victims of adult
drug abuse.

— The St Louis Post Dispatch

Trump’s ‘America First’ agenda
President Donald Trump’s hard-to-

figure foreign policy positions are jeop-
ardizing crucial international accords
and endangering America’s long-term
interests. Achievements of interna-
tional cooperation like the Iran nuclear
accord, the Paris Climate Agreement
and NATO should transcend presiden-
tial terms, yet Trump’s “America First”
agenda now stands in their way.

The administration has made clear
where it stands on international coop-
eration. In late January, the president
abandoned the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, and his office released a draft ex-
ecutive order that would create a
committee to review existing treaties
and issue a halt on signing new ones.

His sharp and quick reversal of long-
standing American foreign policy has
shaken leaders abroad. Barely six
months ago, President Barack Obama
celebrated the signing of the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement as a “turning point for
our planet.” Now they’re seeing Trump
briskly reverse that position as he
openly questions global warming and
works to undermine the Environmental
Protection Agency.

It’s just as disconcerting for world
leaders who hear Trump call NATO “ob-
solete,” especially after Obama attended
a NATO summit in July and affirmed
that this country’s “unwavering com-
mitment” to Europe “will never change.”
Apparently, Obama was wrong.

Since there’s no world policeman to
enforce compliance, international ac-
cords hold together by the bond of trust
that exists among nations that place a
premium on honoring promises. The
promise represents the country, which
means it transcends the leader who
holds the top office at any given time.

This is what earns countries respect
and credibility.

Mercurial unpredictability is what
makes countries like North Korea so
untrustworthy. Other nations turn their
backs on untrustworthy partners. The
United States cannot afford to go down
that path.In the aftermath of World
War II, America pioneered the creation
of the United Nations and was a pri-
mary instigator of international accords
on trade, peace and human rights.

Having pushed for the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, America’s
credibility is undermined when Trump
proposes targeting conventions on the
rights of women and children, or loosen-
ing military restrictions on torture or
bombing targets that might include
civilian non-combatants.

Beyond the international impact, var-
ious domestic concerns also rely on a
stable and predictable U.S. foreign pol-
icy. Farmers in the Midwest are urging
the Trump administration to not rene-
gotiate the North American Free Trade
Agreement, since a reversal on the 1994
accord could disrupt billions of dollars
in business with Mexico.

It has taken years to bring China
around to recognizing the need to cur-
tail construction of coal-fired power
plants because of the greenhouse gases
they spew into the atmosphere. Trump’s
proposed boost in U.S. domestic coal
production and reduced emission con-
trols threaten to reverse progress with
China.

America is first because it leads by
example. Abrogating our international
obligations sets the worst example for
the world to follow.

— The St Louis Post Dispatch
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Southern magnolias: The women
who made the famous Mt. Ida quilt

Today is Friday, April
7, the 97th day of 2017.
There are 268 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On April 7, 1917, Amer-
ican entertainer and
songwriter George M.
Cohan, galvanized by
America’s entry into
World War I the day be-
fore, wrote his rousing
call to arms, “Over There.”

On this date:
In 1788, an expedition

led by Gen. Rufus Put-
nam established a settle-
ment at present-day
Marietta, Ohio.

In 1862, Union forces
led by Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant defeated the Con-
federates at the Battle of
Shiloh in Tennessee.

In 1927, the image and
voice of Commerce Secre-
tary Herbert Hoover were
transmitted live from
Washington to New York
in the first successful
long-distance demonstra-
tion of television.

In 1947, auto pioneer
Henry Ford died in Dear-
born, Michigan, at age 83.

In 1957, shortly after
midnight, the last of New
York’s electric trolleys
completed its final run
from Queens to Manhat-

tan.
In 1967, “The Death of a

President,” William Man-
chester’s detailed recon-
struction of the events
surrounding the assassi-
nation of President John
F. Kennedy, was published
in book form by Harper &
Row after being serialized
in Look magazine.

In 1978, President
Jimmy Carter announced
he was deferring develop-
ment of the neutron
bomb, a high-radiation
weapon.

In 1984, the Census Bu-
reau reported Los Angeles
had overtaken Chicago as
the nation’s “second city”
in terms of population.

In 2001, NASA’s Mars
Odyssey spacecraft took
off on a six-month, 286
million-mile journey to
the Red Planet.

Ten years ago: A
Russian rocket carrying
American billionaire
Charles Simonyi roared
into the night skies over
Kazakhstan, sending its
three occupants on a trip
to the international space
station. 

Five years ago: The
U.S. warned Syria it
wouldn’t be able to de-
ceive the world about
compliance with a cease-

fire that was just days
away, as regime forces
pounded more opposition
strongholds in an appar-
ent rush to crush resist-
ance before troops had to
withdraw. A massive ava-
lanche engulfed a Pak-
istani military complex in
a mountain battleground
close to the Indian border;
all 140 people on the base
died.  

Today’s Birthdays:
Media commentator Hod-
ding Carter III is 82.
Country singer Bobby
Bare is 82. California Gov.
Jerry Brown is 79. Movie
director Francis Ford
Coppola is 78. Singer
John Oates is 69.  Actor
Jackie Chan is 63. College
and Pro Football Hall-of-
Famer Tony Dorsett is 63.
Actor Russell Crowe is 53.
Former football player-
turned-analyst Tiki Bar-
ber is 42. Actress Heather
Burns is 42. Actor Kevin
Alejandro is 41. Rock mu-
sician Ben McKee (Imag-
ine Dragons) is 32. Actor
Ed Speleers is 29. Actor
Conner Rayburn is 18.

Thought for Today:
“Whether you think you
can, or you think you can’t
— you’re right.” — Henry
Ford (1863-1947).

— The Associated Press
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In 1851, a wedding
brought 12 women to-
gether at the Mt. Ida
Plantation in Tal-
ladega County to
make a floral album
quilt for the bride and
groom.

The plantation, like
the Old South, is
gone. It burned to the
ground in 1956 after
being struck by light-
ning. Today, only five
of its original six columns remain, relics
of a civilization so famously gone with
the wind.

The quilt, however, survives. It was
donated to the Alabama Department of
Archives and History in 1958 by the
great-granddaughter of one of the quilt
makers on the condition that “it should
not be hidden in a trunk.”

In 2013, Talladega native Sarah Bliss
Wright came to the Archives to assess
its potential as a quilt study, or study-
ing history by creating a quilt inspired
by an antique quilt.

The focus in 2014 was “Quilts of the
Civil War: 1850-1865.”

Soon, Wright had convinced 12 of her
relatives and friends to help her recre-
ate the Mt. Ida quilt. 

Each woman lived on or near prop-
erty that one of the original 12 women
once called home. Several of the women
could even visit the final resting places
of their 19th century counterparts in
their backyard.

The Mt. Ida Society held its inaugural
meeting in January 2013. The women,
none of whom were quilters, decided
that their limited needle skills were
sufficient to make a quilt one-fourth the
size of the original.

They bought their fabric in Mobile,
just as cotton from the plantation was
once sent to Mobile and fabrics made
the return journey to Talladega.

For batting, the women picked cotton
from a field along Highway 21 and had
it ginned in Tennessee.

While stitching their squares,
Wright’s group also learned about the
women of the plantation and the turbu-
lent times in which they lived.

All of the original quilters belonged to

the same church and were either re-
lated to the bride, Virginia Mallory; the
groom, James Welch; or in some cases,
both since the two were second cousins.

Ann Mallory, the mother of the bride,
was building a house while preparing
for the wedding.

Two weeks after the wedding, the
groom’s niece, Ann Wallace, had a baby
girl and named her Betty after her sis-
ter who had died in 1849 at age 16.
Tragically, Wallace would succumb to
typhoid fever when Betty was 3 years
old. 

The groom’s step-mother, Sarah
Welch, was the daughter of a Methodist
preacher who became a Baptist
preacher’s wife. In 1855, she “burst the
bands of Methodism,” according to the
history of the Baptist church she joined.

The groom’s aunt, Mary Jane Welch,
lost a son in the Battle of Atlanta in
1864.

Several of the quilters had died or
moved away by the time the Civil War
began. Those who remained were forced
to live through Rousseau’s Raid in July
1864, during which almost every pri-
vate residence was entered by 2,000
cavalry.

The groom’s sister, Hannah Reynolds,
became the owner of the wedding quilt
when her brother moved to Florida fol-
lowing his wife’s death from yellow
fever in 1876.

The replica Mt. Ida quilt was com-
pleted in February 2014 and was se-
lected by the American Quilt Study
Group to be exhibited around the
United States.

The original quilt is on display at the
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts
through April 16 in a collaborative exhi-
bition with the Archives called “Sewn
Together: Two Centuries of Alabama
Quilts.”

The exhibit website, www.sewnto-
getheralabama.org., has a wealth of in-
formation about historical Alabama
quilts as well as videos on quilt preser-
vation and a Spotify playlist featuring
more than 70 tracks. 

Wright’s presentation on the making
of the Mt. Ida quilt can be viewed on
the Archives’ YouTube channel.
Jennifer Cohron is the Daily Mountain Eagle’s features
editor.

Out of 
the Blue
By Jennifer

Cohron

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Mountain

Eagle invites readers to
write letters to the editor.
All letters must be
signed and include a day-
time phone number for
verification.  Letters
which do not include a
name and phone number
will not be published. 

Letters should be typed
and be limited to 300
words or less.  The Eagle
reserves the right to edit
all letters but will make
every effort to ensure
such editing does not
alter the content or
meaning of the letter.  No
letters containing profan-

ity or accusations against
an individual or business
will be published.  

When several letters
about the same subject
are received, the Eagle
reserves the right to pub-
lish representative let-
ters but not necessarily
all letters.



WASHINGTON (AP) —
Robert Lighthizer has long
complained that the
United States dithered in
the face of abusive Chinese
trade policies, allowing its
trade gap with Beijing to
explode and American fac-
tories to close.

Now, the veteran trade
lawyer may have a chance
to do something about it.

As President Donald
Trump’s choice to be U.S.
trade representative, the
69-year-old Lighthizer
would be empowered to
renegotiate and enforce
trade deals, many of which
the new president has con-
demned as destroyers of
American jobs. On Thurs-
day, the Senate Finance
Committee postponed a
vote on Lighthizer’s nomi-
nation because two mem-
bers from Ohio,
Republican Rob Portman
and Democrat Sherrod
Brown, were attending a
memorial service at Ar-
lington National Cemetery
for the late Ohio Demo-
cratic Sen. John Glenn.

(His confirmation has
been held up by a political
dispute over whether he
needs a congressional
waiver because he has
worked for foreign compa-
nies. The delay means
Lighthizer isn’t in his job
as Trump prepares to meet
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Mar-a-Lago,
Florida.)

A fixture in Washington
trade policy circles for
nearly four decades,

Lighthizer has built a rep-
utation as a shrewd nego-
tiator. And like the
president who chose him,
Lighthizer represents a
departure for a Republican
Party that for decades fa-
vored the free flow of
global trade as a boon to
economic growth.

“I agree with President
Trump that we should
have an ‘America First’
trade policy,” Lighthizer
said at his committee
hearing last month. “And
that we can do better in
negotiating our trade
agreements and be
stronger at enforcing our
trade laws.”

His nomination sends
another signal that the
Trump administration in-
tends to upend decades of
U.S. policy and act aggres-

sively to block imports
when it deems other coun-
tries to be acting unfairly.

“He’s a trade realist,”
Paul Rosenthal, a trade
lawyer at the firm Kelley
Drye & Warren. “He
doesn’t necessarily sub-
scribe to free trade as a re-
ligion as some people do.”

Lighthizer’s philosophy,
Rosenthal suggests, essen-
tially boils down to: “How
can we afford to be unilat-
eral free traders when the
Chinese don’t recipro-
cate?”

Drawing from experi-
ence in trade law and his
work in the Reagan ad-
ministration in countering
Japanese imports,
Lighthizer will likely try to
force China and other com-
petitors to end what the
Trump team sees as unfair

trade.
Supporters of free trade,

such as analysts at the Pe-
terson Institute for Inter-
national Economics, argue
that a Trump-Lighthizer
combative approach could
backfire. Blocking or tax-
ing imports would raise
prices of imports for Amer-
ican consumers and pro-
voke retaliation. 

DAILY MOUNTAIN EAGLE Jasper, Ala., Fri., April 7, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com — A7

 Friendly Dental Care

 For The ENTIRE Family

 NOW OPEN

 Accepting Patients Mon. thru Fri.

 We accept all

 major insurance

 1208 Hwy. 78 E

 Jasper

 Next to Zaxby’s

  205-387-8888

 • Since 1966 •

  1206 Curry Hwy Jasper, AL 35503
 Creative Aluminum

 387-7683  387-7698

    F ree
 E stim ates!

 Glass and
 Mirrors

 Glass and Glass and
 Mirrors Mirrors

Gorsuch heads for confirmation
as Senate tears up its own rules

WASHINGTON (AP) —
In a confrontation that
could reshape the
Supreme Court for gener-
ations, Republicans tore
up the Senate’s voting
rules Thursday to allow
Trump nominee Neil Gor-
such to ascend to the high
court over furious Demo-
cratic objections.

Democrats denounced
the GOP’s use of what both
sides dubbed the “nuclear
option” to put Gorsuch on
the court, calling it an epic
power grab that would fur-
ther corrode politics in
Congress, the courts and
the nation. Many Republi-
cans bemoaned reaching
that point, too, but they
blamed Democrats for
pushing them to it.

“We will sadly point to
today as a turning point in
the history of the Senate
and the Supreme Court,”
declared Democratic Mi-
nority Leader Chuck
Schumer of New York.

“This is going to be a
chapter, a monumental
event in the history of the
Senate, not for the better
but for the worse,” warned
Sen. Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina, a senior
Republican.

A final confirmation vote
on Gorsuch is expected
Friday, and he should be
sworn in soon to hear the
final cases of the term. He
was nominated by Presi-
dent Donald Trump
shortly after the January
inauguration.

The Senate change, af-
fecting how many votes a
nominee needs for confir-
mation, will apply to all fu-
ture Supreme Court
candidates, likely ensuring
more ideological justices
chosen with no need for
consultation with the mi-
nority party. Trump him-
self predicted to reporters
aboard Air Force One that
“there could be as many as
four” Supreme Court va-
cancies for him to fill dur-
ing his administration.

“In fact, under a certain
scenario, there could even
be more than that,” Trump
said. There is no way to
know how many there will
be, if any, but several jus-
tices are quite elderly.

Even as they united in
indignation, lawmakers of
both parties, pulled by
fierce political forces from
left and right, were unwill-
ing to stop the confirma-
tion rules change.

The maneuvering played
out in a tense Senate
chamber with most mem-
bers in their seats, a rare
and theatrical occurrence.

First Democrats tried to
mount a filibuster in an ef-
fort to block Gorsuch by
denying him the 60 votes
needed to advance to a
final vote. That was suc-

cessful only briefly, as Gor-
such fell five votes short.
Then Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
raised a point of order, sug-
gesting that Supreme
Court nominees should not
be subjected to a 60-vote
threshold but instead a
simple majority in the 100-
member Senate.

McConnell was over-
ruled, but he appealed the
ruling. And on that he pre-
vailed on a 52-48 party-
line vote. The 60-vote
filibuster requirement on
Supreme Court nominees
was effectively gone, and
with it the last vestige of
bipartisanship on presi-
dential nominees in an in-
creasingly polarized

Senate.
The developments were

accompanied by unusually
bitter accusations and
counter-accusations. And
yet in many ways the
showdown had been pre-
ordained, the final chapter
in years of partisan war-
fare over judicial nomi-
nees.

In 2005, with the Senate
under GOP control, Re-
publicans prepared to uti-
lize the “nuclear option” to
remove the filibuster for
lower-court nominees. A
bipartisan deal at the time
headed off that change.
But then in 2013, with De-
mocrats in charge and Re-
publicans blocking
President Barack Obama’s

nominees, the Democrats
did take the step, remov-
ing the filibuster for all
presidential appointments
except the Supreme Court.

McConnell accused De-
mocrats of forcing his hand
by trying to filibuster a
highly qualified nominee
in Gorsuch, 49, a 10-year
veteran of the 10th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in
Denver with a consistently
conservative record.

“This is the latest esca-
lation in the left’s never-
ending judicial war, the
most audacious yet, and it
cannot and will not stand,”
McConnell said.

But Democrats were un-
able to pull back from the
brink, partly because they
remain livid over Mc-
Connell’s decision last year
to block Obama’s Supreme
Court nominee, Judge
Merrick Garland, who was
denied even a hearing
after the death of Justice
Antonin Scalia in Febru-
ary 2016. Instead Mc-
Connell kept Scalia’s seat
open, a calculation that is
now paying off for Repub-
licans and Trump.

Even as Graham and
other senior Republicans
lamented the voting
change, McConnell and
some allies argued that all
they were doing was re-
turning to a time, not long
ago, when filibusters of ju-
dicial nominees were un-
usual, and it was virtually
unheard-of to try to block
a Supreme Court nominee
in that fashion. Even
Clarence Thomas got onto
the court without a fili-
buster despite highly con-
tentious confirmation
hearings involving sexual
harassment claims.

AP Photo

In this March 21 file photo, Supreme Court Justice
nominee Judge Neil Gorsuch explains mutton
busting, an event held at rodeos similar to bull rid-
ing or bronc riding, in which children ride or race
sheep, as he testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington
during his confirmation hearing before the Senate
Judiciary Committee. A Senate showdown is at
hand over President Donald Trump’s Supreme
Court nominee, and it could change the Senate
and the court for years to come.  

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky signals a thumbs-up
as he leaves the Senate chamber on Capitol Hill in W ashington Thursday
after he led the GOP  majority to change Senate rules and lower the vote
threshold for Supreme Court nominees from 60 votes to a simple majority in
order to advance Neil Gorsuch to a confirmation vote.  

Trump’s trade rep pick poised to take stern stance on China

With GOP health bill
in shambles, House 
begins two-week break

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Republican health care
bill remained in shambles Thursday as House leaders
threw up their hands and sent lawmakers home for a
two-week recess. GOP chiefs announced a modest
amendment to curb premium increases, but internal
divisions still blocked their promised repeal of former
President Barack Obama’s law.

“This brings us closer to the final agreement that
we all want to achieve,” House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-
Wis., said of the new amendment, flanked by about
two dozen GOP lawmakers at a news briefing meant
to project unity.

But in a sentiment echoed by other leaders, Ryan
conceded “we have more work to do” over the “days
and weeks ahead.” That underscored the longer time-
line Republican leaders acknowledge they’ll need to
resolve disputes between conservatives and moder-
ates that blew up their legislation last month, dishing
a mortifying defeat to Ryan and President Donald
Trump.

Ominously, lawmakers from both ends of the party
who’ve opposed the GOP legislation said Thursday’s
revision wasn’t enough to turn them around. They in-
cluded Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., who leads the
conservative House Freedom Caucus, a hotbed of op-
position, and moderate GOP Rep. Leonard Lance of
New Jersey.

“I favor making sure no one is denied coverage due
to a pre-existing condition. So I doubt this would be
enough,” said Lance.

Frustration over the bill’s dismal performance in
Congress spilled out during a meeting Ryan and other
House leaders attended late Wednesday at the White
House, according to several Republicans who’d been
told about the session.

White House chief of staff Reince Priebus and oth-
ers expressed unhappiness that the legislation re-
mained unfinished, and the fanfare accompanying the
amendment introduced Thursday was a direct result
of that meeting, the Republicans said.

“The president and the speaker had a very good,
long conversation last night and they remain fully on
the same page on the path ahead,” Ryan spokes-
woman AshLee Strong said. Trump and Ryan spoke
after the White House meeting.

The new language was aimed at containing premi-
ums by providing an additional $15 billion over a
decade to help insurers cover the costs of seriously ill
people, said Rep. David Schweikert, R-Ariz., a sponsor
of the amendment. Such customers’ expensive care
can drive up premiums for all consumers.

The money would be on top of a $100 billion fund
already in the GOP bill that states could use for var-
ious purposes, including high-risk insurance pools
where people with medical problems can get coverage.

House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif.,
emailed GOP lawmakers that if a breakthrough on
the bill occurred during the recess, “We will advise
members immediately and give you sufficient time to
return to Washington.” The prospects for that seemed
remote, at best.

Two weeks ago, Ryan called off a House vote on the
measure repealing much of the 2010 health care over-
haul. 

The GOP legislation replacing it would scale back
the federal role in health care, covering 24 million
fewer people over time while cutting taxes for upper-
income earners.
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UNA

Sports on TV

Golf
The Masters, second
round, 2 p.m., ESPN

College Football
Florida spring game,

6:30 p.m., SECN

MLB
Braves at Pirates, 

noon, FSS
Red Sox at Tigers,

noon, MLB
Dodgers at Rockies, 

3 p.m., MLB
Yankees at Orioles, 

6 p.m., MLB
Mariners at Angels, 

9 p.m., MLB

NBA
Hawks at Cavaliers,

6:30 p.m., SPSO
Pelicans at Nuggets, 

8 p.m., FSS
Thunder at Suns, 

9 p.m., NBA

NASCAR
Monster Energy Series,
O’Reilly Auto Parts 500
practice, 11 a.m., FS1
Monster Energy Series,
O’Reilly Auto Parts 500
qualifying, 5 p.m., FS1

NHL
Lightning at Canadiens,

6 p.m., NBCSN

Bobby Wallace
picked for GSC
Hall of Fame 
PENSACOLA, Fla.

— Former Univer-
sity of North Ala-
bama head football
Bobby Wallace has
been selected to be
inducted into the
Gulf South Confer-
ence Hall of Fame
as part of the Class
of 2017.
The GSC, now in

its 48th year, will in-
duct its fourth hall of
fame class of five
inductees on at the
Hilton Pensacola
Beach, Fla., on May
31. Wallace retired
from his position at
UNA in December
after leading the
Lions to an 11-2
season that in-
cluded a spot in the
NCAA Division II
National Champi-
onship Game.
The winningest

coach in UNA (126)
and Gulf South
Conference (152)
history, Wallace
spent 40 total years
in college football
coaching after tak-
ing his initial posi-
tion as a graduate
assistant at Missis-
sippi State in 1976.

By JOHNATHAN BENTLEY
Eagle Sports Editor

Top-ranked Oakman got another dominant outing
from pitcher CJ Hall on the mound as the Wildcats
picked up an 8-1 area win at
Hanceville, locking up a playoff
spot in the process on Thursday.

Hall allowed one run on three
hits while striking out 12 bat-
ters, improving to 5-0 on the sea-
son.

Oakman (22-3), which has al-
ready swept both Vinemont and
Hanceville in area play, im-
proved to 4-0 in Class 3A, Area
12 play. 

The Wildcats have their final area series with
Carbon Hill next week with the series winner lock-
ing up the area’s top spot, along with a first-round
playoffs series.

Oakman, which moved up to the No. 1 spot in
Class 3A on Wednesday, scored a pair of runs in both
the first and second innings. Alex Ford came across
on a passed ball and Christian Hubbard delivered
a two-out double to score pinch runner Riley
Williams to put the Wildcats on top 2-0.

After Hanceville cut the gap to 2-1, Oakman
added to its lead. Connor Woods drove in Jon Daw-
son Tittle with a single and Woods scored later in
the inning on an error for a 4-1 advantage. The
Wildcats added one more run in the third inning
and three in the fourth.

Woods led the Wildcats’ offensive charge, going 2
for 3 with five stolen bases, two runs and an RBI,
Hubbard was 2 for 4 with a double and two RBIs,
Tittle was 2 for 3 with a run, Brayden Hall was 2
for 4 with an RBI, Jon Avery was 3 for 4, CJ Hall
was 1 for 3, both Ford and Williams stole two bases
and scored two runs and Brandon Ray scored a run.
Oakman stole 10 bases in the game.

Oakman plays at Carbon Hill on Monday and
hosts the Bulldogs in a double header on Tuesday.

Carbon Hill has won 10 straight games.
———

No. 4 Sumiton Christian 9, 
Shades Mountain Christian 0

Sumiton Christian’s Joe Hicks tossed a two-hit
shutout as the Eagles picked up a 9-0 road win over
Shades Mountain Christian in an area matchup on
Thursday. 

Hicks struck out seven and walked two batters in
the game.

Nick Collins hit a two-run home run in the first
inning and added a pair of doubles. He finished 3
for 4 on the day, Jacob Jones was 3 for 4 with two
doubles, Jarrett McLain was 2 for 4 with a double
while Parker Crauswell, Peyton Alexander, Grant
Shepherd, Luke McDonald and Chandler Overton
added hits.

Sumiton Christian (17-2), will take an 11-game
winning streak into Saturday’s home double header
against Marion County set to start at 2 p.m.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Johnathan Bentley

Oakman’s CJ Hall pitches during a game earlier this season at Cordova. The
Wildcats won their 13 straight game on Thursday, beating Hanceville 8-1. Hall
allowed three hits and struck out 12 batters in the win.

PREP BASEBALL

No. 1 Wildcats keep winning
Hall tosses gem in
win over Hanceville

By W. BRIAN HALE
Eagle Sports Writer

CORDOVA — After a nose-to-nose battle
early in Thursday’s Area 10 showdown, the
Cordova Blue Devils used a five-run surge in
the bottom of the third to help clinch a 9-6
victory over the Good Hope Raiders at Cor-
dova.

Mary Grayson Kilpatrick went a perfect 4
for 4 at the plate for the Blue Devils, scoring
three runs with two triples, three RBIs, a
double and a stolen base, Hannah Ingram
was 3 for 4 with a run scored, a home run, a
double and two RBIs, Emma Hyche went 3
for 4 with three RBIs, Raven Clark was 2 for
4 with a run scored and a double, Kaitlin
Herron went 1 for 3 with two runs scored and
a double, Baleigh Robertson had a hit with a
run scored, Abby Sargent and Meagan Hicks
each recorded a hit and Kristan Swindle
scored a run.

Clark pitched seven innings in the victory,

No. 1 Oakman
wins 13th

straight game

SEE BASEBALL, B2

PREP SOFTBALL

Kilpatrick
leads Devils
to area win

SEE SOFTBALL, B2

THE MASTERS

Johnson out of Masters,
Charley Hoffman soaring
By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Dustin Johnson with-
drawing from the Masters was shocking
enough. Then Charley Hoffman delivered a
surprise of his own.

In a raging wind that left most players
celebrating anything around par, Hoffman
ran off seven birdies over his last 11 holes
Thursday for a 7-under 65 that gave him a
four-shot lead over Masters newcomer
William McGirt.

So tough was Augusta National in gusts
that approached 40 mph that Hoffman and
McGirt were the only players who broke 70.
Hoffman didn’t have reason to believe he
would be one of them after a pair of three-
putt bogeys early in the round.

“After that, I can’t remember missing a
putt,” he said.

Hoffman’s four-shot lead was the largest
at the Masters for the opening round since
Jack Burke Jr. had a four-shot lead in 1955.

Lee Westwood, who has the credentials as
the best player to have never won a major,
ran off five straight birdies late in the after-
noon and salvaged a 70. Only eight other

AP Photo

Charley Hoffman reacts after putting on
the 16th hole at the Masters Thursday.SEE MASTERS, B2
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MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Barons to host 2018 Southern
League All-Star Game

BIRMINGHAM — The Birmingham Barons are
excited to announce that Regions Field will host
the 2018 Southern League All-Star Game. The
Barons, in partnership with Wind Creek Casino &
Hotel, Wetumpka and the Southern League, will
put on multiple events to welcome the best and
brightest stars of the Southern League to the
Magic City.  

This will be the fourth time that Birmingham has
hosted the Southern League All-Star Game. The
game has been played twice at Rickwood Field,
first in 1982, with the Southern League All-Stars
taking on the Atlanta Braves, and second in 1985
against the Houston Astros. The 2009 All-Star
Game was played at Regions Park in Hoover in
front of 7,127 fans.

The week’s events will include an All-Star Game
gala, the Southern League All-Star Luncheon and
the 2018 Southern League Hall of Fame induc-
tion, culminating in the 46th Southern League All
Star Game on Tuesday, June 19. The full sched-
ule will be announced at a later date.

MLB

Slugger Ryan Howard gets
minor league deal with Braves

NEW YORK (AP) — After learning Ryan
Howard had agreed to a contract with Atlanta,
Braves first baseman Freddie Freeman texted the
slugger an emoji of clapping hands.

“When he walks up to the plate, he can still
change the game with one swing of the bat,”
Freeman said Thursday when Howard’s minor
league deal was announced.

Howard, the 2006 NL MVP and a three-time All-
Star first baseman, will report to extended spring
training next week and join Triple-A Gwinnett
when he’s ready.

Now 37, Howard hit .196 with 25 home runs
and 59 RBIs in 112 games last year and became
a free agent after Philadelphia declined a $23 mil-
lion option and paid a $10 million buyout, com-
pleting a $125 million, five-year contract.

If added to the 40-man roster, Howard would
get a contract paying a $750,000 salary in the
major leagues.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Auburn promotes Steven Pearl
to assistant basketball coach

AUBURN (AP) — Auburn has promoted men’s
basketball coach Bruce Pearl’s son, Steven, to
assistant coach.

Steven Pearl was the Tigers’ director of basket-
ball operations the past two seasons after one
year as an assistant strength and conditioning
coach. Bruce Pearl said Thursday that the move
will allow his son “to work with the players and as-
sist them as much as he has been able to assist
me.”

Steven Pearl played for his father at Tennessee
from 2007-11. As director of operations, he was in
charge of team travel while also helping with aca-
demics and planning practices. The Tigers’ 18
wins last season were the most since 2008-09.

LOCAL DIGEST POLICY
Event announcements and registrations for the

Local Digest section can be sent to sports@
mountaineagle.com or by fax at 221-6203. The
deadline for next-day submission is 2 p.m. 

Professional Wrestling
•All-Star Pro Wrestling will hold a show starting

at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 8 at Jasper’s
Swann Gym. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. The
main event is a U.S. heavyweight title match fea-
turing Shane Noles vs. Sheik Ali Farooq. A south-
ern tag-team title match features the Rocky Top
Rockers vs. the Best Shots. A U.S. junior heavy-
weight title match features the Ultimate Dragon
vs. El Mexicano Antonio Garza. In a U.S. heavy-
weight no-count match, challenger the Midnight
Fly Guy takes on champion Francisco Ciatso.
Tickets will be on sale from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Jasper Mall food court. For reserved
seating, call 205-675-8909.

SPORTS DIGEST 

ASWA Rankings
SOFTBALL RANKINGS

CLASS 7A
1. Sparkman              (28-3)
2. Spain Park             (30-2)
3. Fairhope                (27-2-1)
4. Baker                     (28-4)
5. Buckhorn               (25-8)
6. Tuscaloosa Co.       (23-5)
7. Vestavia Hills         (18-5-1)
8. James Clemens     (17-11)
9. Huntsville               (21-9)
10. Thompson            (16-7-2)
Others nominated: Central-

Phenix City (18-10), Enterprise
(10-11), Mary Montgomery (20-11),
Oak Mountain (12-10), Prattville
(19-5).

———
CLASS 6A

1. Daphne                  (26-3)
2. Oxford                    (27-4-1)
3. Chelsea                 (15-6)
4. Austin                     (18-8)
5. Gardendale            (20-6)
6. Hazel Green           (21-7-1)
7. Helena                   (14-9)
8. Southside               (12-10)
9. Hartselle                (11-13)
10. Northview             (21-9)
Others nominated: Dothan (16-

12), Hillcrest (13-14-1), Roberts-
dale (16-11), Walker (11-6-1).

———
CLASS 5A

1. Mortimer Jordan     (18-6-1)
2. Springville               (19-4-1)
3. Rehobeth               (29-6)
4. Alexandria              (21-6-2)
5. Guntersville            (17-5-1)
6. Lincoln                   (21-9)
7. Demopolis              (22-6)
8. Scottsboro             (24-6)
9. Hayden                  (16-7)
10. Moody                  (12-8)
Others nominated: Beauregard

(15-9), Ardmore (15-6-1), Eufaula
(23-10), Faith Academy (14-5-1),
Lawrence County (18-12), Marbury
(11-9), Shelby County (13-4).

———
CLASS 4A

1. Westminster Chr.    (30-2-1)
2. Alabama Christian (31-3)
3. Hale County           (16-6)
4. Wilson                    (15-2)
5. Northside               (18-9-1)
6. White Plains           (17-5)
7. Central-Florence    (18-5)
8. Handley                 (11-9)
9. Danville                  (13-5)
10. Mont.-Catholic     (16-4-1)
Others nominated: Cordova

(17-6-1), LAMP (11-5), Madison
Academy (13-6-1).

———
CLASS 3A

1. Plainview               (20-6)
2. Sylvania                 (12-6)
3. Prattville Chr.          18-6)
4. Pisgah                    (11-10)
5. East Lawrence       (17-8-1)
6. Pleasant Valley      (14-8-1)
7. American Chr.         (19-6)
8. Mobile Christian     (12-9)
9. Locust Fork            (13-1)
10. J.B. Pennington   (17-5)
Others nominated: Carbon

Hill (16-12), Geneva (17-7), Gordo
(16-6), Lauderdale County (13-7),
Opp (20-7), Randolph County (16-
4), West Morgan (8-11-1).

———
CLASS 2A

1. Hatton                     (15-11)
2. Lamar County        (14-4)
3. Leroy                      (27-3)
4. Collinsville              (13-7)
5. Fyffe                       (12-7-2)
6. Mars Hill Bible        (12-5)
7. Ariton                     (16-7)
8. Billingsley               (5-3)
9. Ider                        (11-11-1)
10. G.W. Long            (8-7)
Others nominated: Cotton-

wood (11-10), Horseshoe Bend
(11-7), Sand Rock (10-8), Tanner
(8-4).

———
CLASS 1A

1. Brantley                 (33-2)
2. Sumiton Chr.         (23-4)
3. Spring Garden       (11-5)
4. Skyline                   (14-4-1)
5. South Lamar          (14-3)
6. Tharptown              (12-9)
7. Cedar Bluff             (9-10)
8. Ragland                  (7-7)
9. Pleasant Home      (8-4)
10. Sweet Water        (14-15)
Others nominated: Belgreen

(11-4), Kinston (9-7), Waterloo (13-
10).

———
AISA

1. Macon-East              (35-6)
2. Autauga Academy    (29-7)
3. Pickens Academy     (17-3)
4. Glenwood                 (26-12)
5. Edgewood                (22-13)
6. Abbeville Christian    (22-5)
7. Patrician Academy    (19-7)
8. Marengo Academy    (15-14)
9. Northside Methodist (20-7)
10. Clarke Prep            (24-8)
Others nominated: None.

———
BASEBALL RANKINGS

CLASS 7A
1. McGill-Toolen         (20-5)
2. Hewitt-Trussville    (21-5)

3. Buckhorn               (16-7-1)
4. Hoover                   (22-7)
5. Oak Mountain         (21-8)
6. Theodore               (16-7)
7. Sparkman              (16-8)
8. Grissom                 (17-10)
9. Auburn                   (14-7)
10. Enterprise            (17-8)
Others nominated: Central-

Phenix City (17-11), Huntsville (17-
9), James Clemens (15-10),
Lee-Montgomery (12-4), Mountain
Brook (14-9), Spain Park (16-10).

———
CLASS 6A

1. Helena                   (24-4)
2. Cullman                 (21-6)
3. Decatur                   (20-2)
4. Hillcrest-Tusc.         (18-6)
5. Spanish Fort          (23-6)
6. Chelsea                 (21-7)
7. Oxford                    (22-7)
8. Saraland                (18-8)
9. Hartselle                (19-14)
10. Hueytown             (18-5)
Others nominated: Florence

(14-8), Gardendale (14-7), Hazel
Green (16-9), Muscle Shoals (12-
8), Northview (20-8), Parker (11-6),
Southside-Gadsden (14-8), Stan-
hope Elmore (17-11).

———
CLASS 5A

1. Briarwood Chr.        (19-2)
2. Faith Academy       (15-5)
3. Russellville             (16-7)
4. Etowah                   (19-5)
5. St. Paul’s                (21-3)
6. Mortimer Jordan    (20-7)
7. Rehobeth               (16-8)
8. Calera                    (17-10)
9. Pleasant Grove      (16-7)
10. Headland             (15-7)
Others nominated: Alexandria

(13-12), Beauregard (11-9), Cle-
burne County (12-10), Lee-
Huntsville (14-10), Scottsboro
(15-7).

——— 
CLASS 4A

1. Trinity                     (15-4)
2.  UMS-Wright          (14-10)
3. Cherokee County   (17-5)
4. Randolph               (16-6)
5. Jacksonville           (13-4)
6. Deshler                  (17-6)
7. Madison Aca.          (15-10)
8. Tallassee                (15-11)
9. Oneonta                 (14-8)
10. Hokes Bluff          (15-5)
Others nominated: Alabama

Christian (9-10), Dale County (12-
9), Holtville 913-11), Leeds (11-11),
Moody (14-12), Satsuma (16-10),
St. James (10-12), White Plains
(11-9), Wilson (13-10).

——— 
CLASS 3A

1. Oakman                (23-2)
2. T.R. Miller               (22-1)
3. Gordo                     (18-1)
4. Mobile Chr.            (12-6)
5. American Chr.         (20-6)
6. Bayside Aca.           (18-6)
7. Geneva                  (12-7)
8. Cottage Hill            (15-8)
9. Piedmont               (14-8)
10. Wicksburg            (14-9)
Others nominated: Colbert

Heights (9-6), Houston Academy
(16-10), Lauderdale County (12-7),
Opp (12-9), Prattville Christian (10-
13), Providence Christian (12-9).

———
CLASS 2A

1. G.W. Long              (23-4)    
2. Leroy                      (20-4)
3. Mars Hill                 (17-6)
4. Phil Campbell        (15-6)
5. Reeltown                (14-3)
6. New Brockton        (13-3)
7. Luverne                  (12-6)
8. Fyffe                       (11-2)
9. Samson                 (12-7)
10. Thorsby                (12-5)
Others nominated: Cotton-

wood (11-8-1), Goshen (10-5), Vin-
cent (11-7).

——— 
CLASS 1A

1. Victory Christian     (14-1)
2. Decatur Heritage   (9-9)
3. Sweet Water          (16-5)
4. Sumiton Chr.        (16-2)
5. Coosa Christian     (17-3)
6. Athens Bible           (10-6)
7. Highland Home      (14-4)
8. Cedar Bluff             (12-8)
9. Brantley                  (12-8)
10. Hackleburg           (10-15)
Others nominated: Cherokee

(14-6), Gaylesville (11-6), Houston
County (12-11), Maplesville (11-2),
Pleasant Home (9-5), Shoals
Christian (6-16), Spring Garden
(12-5), Winterboro (10-5).

———
AISA

1. Glenwood                 (22-4)
2. Pike Liberal               (21-6)
3. Macon-East              (22-9)
4. Northside Methodist  (19-7)
5. Lowndes                   (16-6)
6. Monroe                     (19-6)
7. Clarke Prep               (21-5)
8. Marengo                   (18-5)
9. Tuscaloosa               (17-9)
10. Autauga                  (15-11)
Others nominated: Bessemer

(16-12-1), Chambers (13-7), Jack-
son (10-9), Kingwood (17-6), Mor-
gan (13-6).

FOR THE RECORD                                          

———
Curry 6, West Point 0

Curry’s playoff hopes got a boost
on Thursday as the Yellow Jackets
finished off an area sweep of West
Point with a 6-0 road victory in their
Class 5A, Area 12 matchup. 

Gage Lynn paced Curry, tossing a
complete game shutout. He struck
out four batters and walked a pair.

The Yellow Jackets had their way
at the plate, pounding out 13 hits in
the game led by a huge game from
Zac Woder, who was 4 for 6 with a
run and two RBIs. Mckinlee Gille-

spie was 2 for 3 with a run and two
RBIs, Eli Anderson was 2 for 4 with
two runs, Parker Anderson was 1 for
4 with a run and Roman Calvert and
Tyler Herron added hits. 

West Point won the second game,
a non-area matchup, 7-2.

Curry (11-16, 3-1) hosts Locust
Fork on Saturday.

———
Walker 22, Carver-B’ham 8

Walker earned a five-inning rout
of Carver on the road Thursday,
beating the Rams 22-8. 

The Vikings snapped a six-game

skid with the win. Will Herring led
the Walker charge, going 4 for 5 with
two runs and an RBI. Slade Harbin
was 3 for 3 with a double, a triple,
two runs and five RBIs, Luke Ferrell
was 3 for 3 with four runs and two
RBIs, Lane Clark was 2 for 2 with an
RBI, both Cam Robinson and Ben
Stallsmith were 1 for 1 with two
runs and Zac Durham was 1 for 2
with a triple, a run and an RBI.

Walker (13-13, 3-0) hosts Ha-
leyville in a double header starting
at 4:30 p.m. today. The Vikings also
host Carver at 9 a.m. on Saturday.

Baseball From B1

players broke par, a group that included Phil Mickel-
son, Olympic gold medalist Justin Rose and Sergio
Garcia.

Rory McIlroy, needing only a green jacket to com-
plete the career Grand Slam, used a nifty short game
to stay in the mix. He saved two tough pars after
missing the green in the wrong spots on Nos. 10 and
11, ran off three birdies in the middle of the back
nine, and closed with another good par save for a 72.

Johnson never got a chance to see how he would
fare.

Just under 24 hours before the world’s No. 1 player
was to set out in search of a fourth straight victory,
he was headed downstairs at the home he is renting
to move his car in a downpour when he slipped while
wearing socks and landed on his left elbow and lower
back.

He tried to play. He wanted to play. Even after
warming up, when he felt pain upon impact on two
out of every three swings, he headed to the putting
green to give it a shot. But that’s as far as Johnson
got. Instead of going to the first tee, he took a sharp
right toward the clubhouse and soon was on his way
home.

“I can’t do it,” Johnson said. “I don’t feel there’s any
chance of competing.”

There have been four other players at No. 1 in the
world who didn’t play a major. But none as abruptly
as this when at the top of their game. Johnson had
won his last three tournaments and was the betting
favorite at the Masters.

Worse yet, he expects his back to feel good enough
to play by the weekend.

“If it would have happened on Monday, I don’t think
we’d have any issues. But it happened Wednesday,”
he said. “To have a freak accident happen, it sucks. It
sucks really bad.”

Masters      From B1

with two walks and eight strikeouts.
Cordova (18-6-1) took a 1-0 advan-

tage in the bottom of the first inning
with a Hyche RBI single, but Good
Hope countered with a run in the
top of the second inning to tie the
game at 1-1. The Blue Devils re-
gained control in the bottom of the
second inning when Kilpatrick drove
in a run on a double, 2-1. The
Raiders took the lead in the top of
the third inning with two runs for
the 3-2 edge.

Cordova’s bats came on fire in the
bottom of the third with five runners
crossing the plate on a two-run
home run by Ingram, a two-run
triple by Kilpatrick and an RBI sin-
gle by Hyche for the 7-3 edge.

The Blue Devils added to the
scoreboard in the bottom of the fifth
with an RBI triple by Kilpatrick and
an RBI single by Hyche to pull fur-
ther ahead, 9-3.

Good Hope scored three runs in
the top of the seventh inning for the
9-6 final.

Cordova opens the Bob Jones
Tournament today against Madison
County.

———

No. 2 Sumiton Christian 4,
No. 7 Vestavia Hills 1

Sumiton Christian broke a score-
less tie with a three-run fifth inning
en route to a 4-1 road victory over
Vestavia Hills on Thursday.

Kamree Lay held the seventh-
ranked Rebels to four hits and three
walks while striking out eight bat-
ters.

Abbey Bice started Sumiton
Christian’s fifth-inning rally when
she was hit by a pitch to lead off the
inning. Taylor Whisonant followed
with a single. After a sacrifice moved
both runners up a base, Angel Whit-
low reached on a dropped third
strike, loading the bases.

Bice scored the first run on an
error, Amber Hayes singled home
Whisonant for the second run and
Kendall Beth Sides made the score
3-0 with a single that scored Whit-
low.

Sumiton Christian, ranked No. 2
in Class 1A,  made the score 4-0 an
inning later when Whisonant
reached on an error and scored on
another Vestavia Hills miscue.

The Rebels (17-6-2) scored their
lone run on a Jessica Perley solo

home run in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning. 

For the Eagles (23-4), Whisonant
was 1 for 3 with two runs, Hayes
was 1 for 3 with an RBI, Sides was 1
for 4 with an RBI and Bice and
Whitlow each scored a run.

With the win, Sumiton Christian
avenged a 4-2 home loss to the
Rebels in mid-March.

———
Curry 11, Fairview 7

Kyndra Richard belted a pair of
homers, including a three-run shot
in the second inning, to lead Curry
to an 11-7 home victory over
Fairview on Thursday.

The Yellow Jackets (6-17) scored
eight runs over the first two innings
and cruised to the easy victory over
the Aggies.

Richard finished 2 for 4 with four
RBIs, Keana Pearson was 3 for 3
with a double, two runs and two
RBIs for Curry, Madison Bentley
was 2 for 4 with a double and two
runs and Kara Thompson was 1 for
3 with a run and an RBI. Alea Free-
man earned the win in relief, allow-
ing four runs on six hits while
striking out five. 

Special to the Eagle

The Walker High School boys tennis team beat Florence 5-4 on the
road Thursday. Singles winners were No. 1 Tyler Banks, No. 2
Mason Woodman and No. 5 Greyson Barber. Doubles winners were
Woodman and John Bertoldi at No. 2 and Jack Bowen and Jack
Bryan at No. 3 Walker hosts Tupelo Christian today at Valley Park.

Softball                 From B1

WALKER BOYS TENNIS TEAM BEAT FLORENCE METS 6, BRAVES 2

Harvey looks
like ace of old;
Mets top Braves
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Matt Harvey
dominated with a fastball in the
mid-90 mph range and uncom-
mon efficiency in his return from
major surgery, beating the At-
lanta Braves 6-2 Thursday night
and giving the New York Mets
hope his injury woes are behind
him.

Travis d’Arnaud hit a two-run
double and Wilmer Flores a two-
run homer against Jaime Garcia
(0-1), who made his Atlanta
debut after eight seasons with
St. Louis. Harvey (1-0) walked
off the mound to a standing ova-
tion, far different from his previ-
ous appearance on July 4, when
he was chased in the fourth in-
ning and stared at the field from
the dugout.

Matt Kemp accounted for both
Atlanta runs, belting solo home
runs in the fifth and seventh in-
nings. 
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Man trying to
find himself may
be lost cause for

dating
DEAR
ABBY: I
was mar-
ried for
more than
20 years.
My ex and
I divorced
five years
ago. Dur-
ing that
time I
stayed
busy fo-
cusing on my children and
their needs.
About seven months ago

I met a nice guy. We saw
each other for about five
months, then out of
nowhere, he broke things
off. I was devastated. He
said his reason for the
breakup was “he needed
time to find himself.” He
was recently divorced and
has sole custody of his
kids. He has been under a
great deal of stress and
started seeing a therapist
a couple of months ago.
I understand why he

needs this time, but I also
wish he would let me
help. He said he wants to
remain friends. I avoided
contact with him for sev-
eral weeks, but now I am
drawn back to him. My
friends keep telling me to
forget him, but I can’t get
him off my mind. We talk
almost daily and have
even gotten together
again a couple of times. I
keep telling myself all the
reasons it won’t work.
Should I run away, stay
friends only, or hope to
work things out?

— HOPELESS ROMAN-
TIC IN WISCONSIN

DEAR HOPELESS
ROMANTIC: When a
man says he “needs
time to find himself”
and breaks things off,
it usually means he’s
no longer interested or
ready for the kind of
relationship you’re
looking for.
This man is newly di-

vorced and parenting
solo, so he has as much
on his plate as he can
handle right now. That
he’s seeing a therapist
is a wise move, so give
him credit for that. But
the kind of problems
he is trying to work
through are not ones
you can “help” him
with. At a later date
things may work out,
but clearly not now. A
friendship may be pos-
sible, but only if you
are strong enough to
disengage emotionally
until he is ready —
which could take a
very long time.

DEAR ABBY: I have no-
ticed a trend at children’s
birthday parties. The chil-
dren aren’t opening their
presents at the party. In-
stead, the parents collect
the gifts and take them
home for the child to open
later. To me, this seems
rude and inconsiderate to
the children who are at-
tending the party. Part of
the enjoyment of giving a
gift is seeing the recipi-
ent’s response. Please let
me know the rule of eti-
quette in this matter. Am
I correct in thinking that
presents should be opened
at children’s birthday par-
ties in front of their
guests?

— GIFT ETIQUETTE

DEAR G.E.: No rule of
etiquette decrees that
gifts “must” be opened
at the birthday party.
Because this trend
bothers you, ask the
parent of the birthday
child why she or he has
chosen to have the gifts
opened afterward, be-
cause there may be
more than one reason
for it. One that occurs
to me might be that it’s
a way of preventing
embarrassment on the
part of children who
might not be able to af-
ford a gift as expensive
as some of the other
children’s.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

(Answers tomorrow)
FATTY ICING STUDIO BOUNCEYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: The shoe store went out of business because
not enough people — SET FOOT IN IT

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

NEFEC

DNYIK

TXOPER

LIGFIN

©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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Ans.
here:

HOROSCOPES   By Eugenia Last

CELEBRITIES BORN
ON THIS DAY: Russell
Crowe, 53; Jackie Chan,
63; John Oates, 68; Fran-
cis Ford Coppola, 78.

Happy Birthday: Dig
in and get things done.
This should be a year of
completion. Take note of
all the little things you
have left undone and ei-
ther discard or finish
them one by one. 

ARIES (March 21-
April 19): Get serious
about what you have to
offer and how you can put
your skills to good use.  

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20): Take time to ex-
plore new possibilities
and to learn from those
with more experience
than you. 

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20): The case of too
little, too late will surface
if you aren’t open about
the way you feel. 

CANCER (June 21-
July 22): You’ll have
greater insight into what
others want. Share your
thoughts, offering precise
information to avoid
being misinterpreted.  

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22): Tidy up loose ends
before you shut down for
the weekend. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): Put your heart and
soul into whatever you
do. Take a leadership po-
sition and follow through
with your plans. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): Put reason and relia-
bility first. Don’t jump to
conclusions, take on too
much or expect too much
from others.  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-
Nov. 21): Creativity, in-
novation and
enlightenment are
heightened. Take what-
ever opportunity you get
to explore the ideas and
desires that excite you
the most.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Know what
you want and seize the
moment. Confidence will
play a determining role
regarding what you ac-
complish and what you
don’t. 

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19): You can
reinvent an old plan and
make it work for you.
Delve into situations that
require thought, planning
and physical action, and
you will find a way to ac-
complish your goal. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): Look for greater
stability when it comes to
important partnerships. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20): A steady
pace forward will be your
quickest route to success.
Don’t let what others do
take priority over how
you handle business and
personal negotiations.
Use your head and you
will achieve greater secu-
rity. 

Birthday Baby: You
are practical, steadfast
and energetic. You are
adaptable and curious.

Eugenia’s websites —
eugenialast.com for Ask
Eugenia, daily timing and
compatibility services,
and join Eugenia on twit-
ter/facebook/linkedin.

Dear Abby

By Abigail 
Van Buren



WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Republican chairman
is stepping aside from
leading a congressional in-
vestigation of Russian in-
terference in last year’s
U.S. presidential election,
citing ethics complaints
that he mishandled classi-
fied information.

The decision by Rep.
Devin Nunes of California
comes amid partisan tur-
moil on the House intelli-
gence committee.
Democrats have alleged
that Nunes, who was on
President Donald Trump’s
transition team, is too
close to the White House
and cannot lead an impar-
tial inquiry. In an extraor-
dinary step, the
usually-quiet House
Ethics Committee said
that it is investigating
whether Nunes improp-
erly disclosed classified in-
formation. President
Donald Trump said Nunes
is “a very honorable guy.”

Nunes blamed “left-wing
activist groups” for filing
accusations against him
with the Office of Congres-
sional Ethics.

“The charges are en-
tirely false and politically
motivated and are being
leveled just as the Ameri-
can people are beginning
to learn the truth about
the improper unmasking
of the identities of U.S. cit-
izens and other abuses of
power,” Nunes said in a
statement.

Nunes’ move could be
seen as a win for Democ-
rats whose cries for an in-
dependent panel to
investigate Russia’s possi-
ble ties with the Trump
campaign have grown.
They have pointed in par-
ticular to two Nunes trips
to the White House — one
announced, one not — as
evidence that his loyalty to
Trump outweighs his com-
mitment to leading a bi-
partisan investigation.

By all accounts, the in-
telligence committee’s
growing partisanship has
become a distraction from
its underlying investiga-
tions.

The top Democrat on the
committee, Adam Schiff of
California, said he appreci-
ated Nunes’ decision to
step aside from the Russia
investigation.

“There was a cloud
hanging over us after the
White House incident,”
Schiff told The Associated
Press on Thursday. While
Schiff said the panel’s in-
vestigation is back on
track, the Republicans had
not signed off on resched-
uling a public hearing with
former Obama administra-
tion officials. Schiff said it
was important that the

public hear testimony
from former acting Attor-
ney General Sally Yates
about why Trump’s first
national security adviser
was fired. Nunes canceled
the hearing.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Most Americans oppose
funding President Donald
Trump’s wall along the
U.S.-Mexico border and
even many of his support-
ers reject his proposed
budget cuts to scientific
and medical research, ac-
cording to poll released
Thursday by The Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Re-
search.

The president gets
higher marks for efforts to
boost defense spending
and beef up the border pa-
trol, the poll found.

The results come at a
crucial time. Congres-
sional Republicans and
Democrats are wrestling
over whether to include a
down payment for the wall
— financed by U.S. taxpay-
ers instead of Mexico, de-
spite Trump’s repeated
promises — in the spend-
ing bill to keep the govern-
ment open at the end of
the month. 

Trump has yet to pass a
major bill through Con-
gress as his 100th day in
office nears.

The poll offers a mixed
view of Trump’s budget
plan, which drew criticism
from Republicans and De-
mocrats on Capitol Hill.
Americans supported cuts
to foreign aid, but opposed
Trump’s planned cuts to
spending on environmen-
tal programs and fighting
climate change. 

People were more likely
to oppose than favor cut-

ting federal help for public
broadcasting and the arts
and by huge margins sup-
ported additional money
for veterans’ programs.

“The military is de-
pleted, and the veterans
have been hurting,” said
Margaret Hall, 77, a
Trump supporter from Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida.

Trump’s spending plans
are facing their first test

on Capitol Hill, as law-
makers debate his request
for $30 billion for an im-
mediate cash infusion for
the military and $3 billion
for additional border secu-
rity, including a $1 billion
down payment for new
fencing and other barriers
along the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der.

The public opposes new
spending for the wall, 58

percent to 28 percent.
Nearly half say they
strongly oppose funding
for the project.

“I honestly think the
wall is going to be a fiasco.
If they want to get into the
country, they’re going to
get into the country, re-
gardless of what you put
up there,” said Wes
Drought, 61, a firefighter
and paramedic from Win-

nebago, Illinois, who
strongly disapproves of
Trump. “If you’re going to
do something, do it with
the border patrol. If you
want to create jobs, there’s
a job.”

Democrats have come
out strongly against the
wall construction, and
some Republicans are sig-
naling they’re not inter-
ested in a confrontation.

“I don’t like the concept
— I don’t think it’s needed
— of a 2,000-mile wall as
some envision,” said Sen.
Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., whose
state is home to some of
the most rugged terrain
along the border. “It’s just
not needed. In some areas
you just don’t need it. In
some areas you need wall,
in some areas you need
fences. In some areas you
need surveillance.”

Testifying on Wednes-
day, Homeland Security
Secretary John Kelly said
the wall won’t be from “sea
to shining sea,” but in
places where border
agents say it would be
most effective. 

He said the wall could
extend beyond a physical
barrier and include a mix
of technology including
drones.

Eighty-six percent of De-
mocrats and 57 percent of
independents oppose new
spending for a border wall
with Mexico. Republicans
break about 2-1 in favor of
the wall, but that’s more
narrow support than on
other priorities.

The most popular pro-
posal by far in the Trump
budget is increasing
spending on Veterans Af-
fairs, which is supported
by 74 percent of Americans
and opposed by just 8 per-
cent.

Americans are also more
likely to favor than oppose
increased spending on bor-
der patrol (50 percent to 32
percent) and decreased
spending on foreign aid (50
percent to 30 percent). By
a 47 percent to 34 percent
margin, more also favor
than oppose increasing
spending on defense and
the military.

But other pieces of the
proposed Trump budget
draw negative reviews. By
a 64 percent to 19 percent
margin, most oppose de-
creasing spending on sci-
entific and medical
research. That’s a com-
plaint echoed by Republi-
cans and Democrats in
Congress, including the
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
who holds significant sway
as Congress uses the pres-
ident’s proposal as a blue-
print but writes the
budget.

Most Americans also op-
pose cuts to spending on
the environment and on
climate change, by a 52
percent to 28 percent mar-
gin. Finally, Americans are
more likely to oppose than
favor cutting spending for
public television, radio and
the arts, 44 percent to 32
percent.
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Poll: Most Americans oppose funding border wall

AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd, File 

In this March 29 file photo, a youth looks at a new , taller fence being built
along U.S.-Mexico border, replacing the shorter, gray metal fence in front of
it, in the Anapra neighborhood of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, across the border
from Sunland Park, New Mexico. Most Americans oppose funding President
Donald Trump's wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. That’s according to a poll
released Thursday by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research.  

Nunes steps away 
from Russia probe,
citing ethics complaints

Dog attacks on mail carriers hit 6,755 as online sales boom
WASHINGTON — Booming on-

line retail sales are good news for
the U.S. Postal Service, but its car-
riers are incurring a cost: more dog
bites.

Dog attacks on postal workers
rose last year to 6,755, up 206 from
the previous year and the highest
in three decades, as internet shop-
ping booms and consumers increas-
ingly demand seven-day-a-week
package delivery and groceries
dropped at their doorstep. 

The high for attacks dated back
to the 1980s, at more than 7,000,
before maulings by pit bulls and
other potentially aggressive dogs
became a public issue.

Los Angeles topped the 2016 list
with 80 attacks on postal workers,
followed by Houston with 62 and
Cleveland with 60.

The Postal Service released its
annual figures Thursday as part of
National Dog Bite Prevention
Week, which begins Sunday.

A longtime cliche of movies, dog
biting of mail carriers — or at least
dog chasing — is no laughing mat-
ter for the post office. Medical ex-
penses and workers’ compensation
cost the Postal Service millions of
dollars each year.

Overall, an estimated 4.5 million
Americans are bitten by dogs annu-
ally, mostly children. In the last
year, dog attacks on carriers rose 3
percent.

— The Associated Press



ST. PETERSBURG, Rus-
sia (AP) — As part of a
sweeping hunt for any ac-
complices of the St. Peters-
burg suicide bomber,
investigators Wednesday
rounded up seven sus-
pected Islamic State re-
cruiters from the Central
Asia region of the former
Soviet Union but found no
immediate evidence of
their involvement in the
subway attack.

The Investigative Com-
mittee hasn’t caught any
associates of 22-year-old
Akbarzhon Dzhalilov, a na-
tive of the Central Asian
nation of Kyrgyzstan. The
committee, Russia’s top
criminal investigation
agency, said it’s looking
into the possibility that
Dzhalilov, who carried out
Monday’s deadly attack,
could have been linked to
the militant group.

The impoverished, pre-
dominantly Muslim coun-
tries in Central Asia are
seen as fertile ground for
Islamic extremists, and
thousands of their resi-
dents are believed to have
joined IS in Syria and
Iraq.

Meeting with the heads
of security services from a
regional alliance that in-
cludes most of Russia’s
Central Asian neighbors,
President Vladimir Putin
warned that terror threats
still loom over the region.

“We see that, unfortu-
nately, the situation is not
improving,” Putin said.
“The recent tragic events
in St. Petersburg are the
best confirmation of this.
We know that each of our
countries, practically every
one, is a possible and po-
tential target of terrorist
attacks.”

In Wednesday’s sweep in
St. Petersburg, law en-
forcement agencies ar-
rested seven Central Asian
migrants who are sus-
pected of acting as re-
cruiters for the Islamic
State and the al-Qaida’s
branch in Syria.

The detainees were ac-
cused of seeking “mostly
immigrants from the re-
publics of Central Asia to
commit crimes of a terror-
ist nature and encourage
them to get involved in the
activities of terrorist or-
ganizations,” the Inves-
tigative Committee said.

Investigators were still
checking their contacts, it
added, but noted that as of
now, “there is no informa-
tion about any links be-
tween the detainees and
the perpetrator of the ter-
ror attack.”

An unidentified law en-
forcement official told the
Tass news agency that in-
vestigators were checking
information that Dzhalilov
may have trained with the
Islamic State group in
Syria. Tass said he report-
edly flew to Turkey in No-
vember 2015 and spent a
long time abroad.

The investigators have
searched Dzhalilov’s home

and found objects similar
to those used in the sub-
way bomb, it said.

CCTV footage from out-
side his apartment build-
ing showed him leave
home with a bag and a
backpack on Monday.

The explosion on a train
running along a busy
north-south subway line
killed the attacker and 13
other people. Another 55
have remained hospital-
ized, and several of them
are in critical condition,
according to the Russian
Health Ministry.

Before blowing himself
up, Dzhalilov left a second
bomb, hidden in a bag, at
another subway station.
Police found and deacti-
vated it, and Dzhalilov’s
DNA was found on the
bag.

At Dzhalilov’s hometown
of Osh in southern Kyr-
gyzstan, his schoolteacher
described him as “well
brought up, calm and bal-
anced.”

Fatima Saipjanova, who
taught Dzhalilov at
School-Gymnasium No. 26,
said she never saw him get
into any trouble. “I do not
believe that this boy could
do something wrong,” she
said.

Like many others from
Central Asia, Dzhalilov
moved to St. Petersburg
with his parents and even-
tually got Russian citizen-
ship. He worked at a car
repair shop and a sushi
bar, and stayed in the city
when his family returned
home.

His parents arrived
Wednesday in St. Peters-
burg for questioning after
being interrogated by Kyr-
gyz security services. They
identified his remains, ac-
cording to the Investiga-
tive Committee.

Churches across the city
held prayers for victims
killed in the attack, includ-
ing Irina Medyantseva, a
50-year-old artist who was
locally famous for the dolls
she made and sold. Me-
dyantseva was on the sub-
way with one of her two
daughters when the bomb
went off. She apparently
shielded her 28-year-old
daughter, Alyona, who sur-
vived.

“Irina was a very fun,
creative person, she was
full of plans,” Medyant-
seva’s sister, Anna, re-
called. “She was a very
good mom. She did a lot for
her children.”

Anna attended one of
the services, at St. Trinity
Church, holding red tulips
and a picture of her sister
with a black ribbon tied to
it.

After the attack, several
politicians have called for
restoring capital punish-
ment in Russia. But par-
liament speaker
Vyacheslav Volodin dis-
missed the statements and
upbraided the politicians,
saying: “One must not use
a tragedy to promote one-
self.”

DAILY MOUNTAIN EAGLE Jasper, Ala., Fri., April 7, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com — B5

 Compact  Sport  Utility  Vehicle

 $ 14900

 2013 FORD 
 TRANSIT

 SMALL WORK VAN 
 STK#T125853P

 $ 7600

 2010 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA

 4 CYL., AUTO, ALL POWER 
 STK#Z260957A

 $ 13900

 2012 TOYOTA 
 PRIUS II

 LEATHER, CERTIFIED
 STK#1584296A

 $ 12900

 2012 CHEV. 
 EXPRESS CARGO

 SIDE ACCESS, LADDER RACK, 
 STORAGE BINS, STK#1121808P

 $ 10900

 NISSAN 2500 NV
 WORK VAN, SIDE 

 ACCESS, STORAGE BINS
 STK#N118797P

 $ 12900

 2012 MITSUBISHI 
 GALANT

 LEATHER, ROOF, ALLOYS! 
 STK#E014002A

 $ 13900

 2013 CHEV 
 EQUINOX LT

 ALLOYS, ROOF RAILS
 STK#6229848B

 $ 15900

 2014 FORD 
 ESCAPE
 LOW MILES

 STK#HB44129P

 $ 14900

 2015 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA

 CERTIFIED, ONE OWNER
 STK#P330322P

 $ 14900

 2014 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA

 CERTIFIED
 STK#C155029A

 $ 15900

 2013 NISSAN 
 ROGUE SL
 AWD, LOADED

 STK#W617709B
 $ 15900

 2014 TOYOTA 
 CAMRY L

 CERTIFIED, LOW MILES
 STK#R3566911B

 $ 19900

 2015 HYUNDAI 
 SANTA FE
 SPORTY SUV

 STK#G262961A

 $ 28900

 2015 TOYOTA 
 HIGHLANDER

 CERTIFIED
 STK#S060014A

 $ 15900

 2016 TOYOTA 
 YARIS

 LIKE NEW, CERTIFIED
 STK#C840150A

 $ 20900

 2013 DODGE 
 CHARGER

 RT, HEMI
 STK#H502658A

 $ 20998

 2012 FORD 
 F150

 STX EX CAB, 4X4, ALLOYS
 STK#KE35743P

 $ 9800

 2011 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA S

 SPORTY, GAS SAVER
 STK#C573145A

 $ 8900

 2010 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA

 AUTO, ALL POWER
 STK#Z260957A

 $ 25900

 2016 TOYOTA 
 RAV4 XLE

 SUNROOF, ONE OWNER
 STK#W308740T

 $ 23900

 2011 CHEV. 
 SILVERADO
 Z71, 4X4, SHARP
 STK#Z132211P

 $ 27900

 2015 TOYOTA 
 TACOMA

 D CAB, V-6, TRD OFF RD
 STK#X085937A

 $ 13900

 2012 HONDA 
 CIVIC

 CLEAN, GAS SAVER
 STK#E103243A

 $ 28900

 2016 TOYOTA 
 TACOMA SR5

 D CAB, ONE OWNER
 STK#X058146A

 $ 29900

 2014 TOYOTA 
 TACOMA

 LEATHER, BED COVER TRD OFF RD
 STK#X056573A

 $ 28900

 2012 TOYOTA 
 TUNDRA

 CREW MAX, CERTIFIED
 STK#X046162

 $ 31900

 2017 CHRYSLER 
 PACIFICA

 TOURING, LEATHER, ALLOYS
 STK#R530219P

 $ 4900

 2005 NISSAN 
 SENTRA
 GAS SAVER 

 STK#L520083A

 $ 12900

 2014 NISSAN 
 SENTRA

 4CYL, AUTO, GAS SAVER
 STK#Y294093P

 $ 14900

 2015 CHEV. 
 CRUZE LT

 4 CYL, AUTO, ALLOYS
 STK#7122955A

 $ 14900

 2013 FORD 
 F150

 REG. CAB, UTILITY BED
 STK#KD73855P

 $ 15900

 2013 HYUNDAI 
 SONATA LMTD
 SUNROOF, LEATHER

 STK#H681319P

 $ 13900

 2015 NISSAN 
 SENTRA
 GAS SAVER

 STK#Y251404P

 $ 15900

 2015 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA

 CERTIFIED, ONE OWNER
 STK#C3791936A

 $ 12900

 2012 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA S
 LOCAL TRADE
 STK#C757776B

 $ 14900

 2012 BUICK 
 REGAL GS

 SHARP!
 STK#9208699P

 $ 17900

 2015 JEEP 
 CHEROKEE LATITUDE

 ONE OWNER
 STK#W730412P

 $ 13900

 2012 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA S

 CERTIFIED, SPORTY
 STK#P010170A

 $ 15900

 2013 HONDA 
 CIVIC SI

 6 SPEED, MANUAL, SPORTY, 
 STK#H70259113

 $ 18900

 2010 JEEP 
 PATRIOT
 SMALL SUV

 STK#D514775B

 $ 14900

 2016 MITSUBISHI
 LANCER

 SPORTY, AWD
 STK#U008544P

 $ 16900

 2015 TOYOTA 
 CAMRY LE

 LEATHER, CERTIFIED
 STK#U008039A

 $ 20998

 2004 FORD 
 F350

 LARIAT, DUALLY, XTRA CLEAN
 STK#EB26357P

 $ 21900

 2015 HYUNDAI 
 SANTA FE
 AWD, ALLOYS

 STK#U094345P
 $ 23900

 2016 HONDA 
 HRV EX-L

 NAVIGATION, 2200 MILES
 STK#M748716A

 $ 25900

 2014 TOYOTA 
 TUNDRA

 2WD, CREW MAX
 STK#X079068P

 $ 24900

 2016 TOYOTA 
 RAV4

 CERTIFIED, ONE OWNER
 STK#W450758P

 $ 23900

 2008 CHEV. 
 SILVERADO

 CREW CAB. BED COVER, Z71, 4X4
 STK# 1331396P

 $ 27900

 2014 CHEV. 
 SILVERADO LT

 2WD, CLEAN
 STK#Z118048P

 $ 28900

 2015 DODGE 
 CHALLENGER
 R/T, SEAT PACK, ALLOYS

 STK#H759207A
 $ 28900

 2012 FORD 
 F150 FX2 SPORT

 LOADED
 STK#FB90630A

 $ 30900

 2014 TOYOTA 
 TACOMA XSP
 D CAB, LIKE NEW
 STK#X081287A

 $ 29900

 2015 TOYOTA 
 TACOMA SR5V6
 D CAB, TOOL BOX
 STK#M192830A

 $ 28900

 2016 TOYOTA 
 TACOMA SR5

 EXT CAB, AUTO
 STK#X001377A

 $ 10000

 2015 TOYOTA 
 LANDCRUISER

 OWNERS, DEMO
 STK#4035371S

 SAVE
 OVER

 $ 12900

 2010 TOYOTA 
 SIENNA
 FAMILY RIDE

 STK#S304671B

 $ 10900

 2000 NISSAN 
 FRONTIER

 4X4, ONLY 59K MILES
 STK#C345104A

 $ 7900

 2010 JEEP 
 PATRIOT
 SMALL SUV 

 STK#D514775B
 $ 7900

 2001 CHEV. 
 SILVERADO

 2WD, FX CAB, CLEAN 
 STK#Z181532P

 $ 28900

 2016 NISSAN 
 MAXIMA SL

 LOADED, LEATHER, ALLOYS
 STK#C392401A

Police arrest 7 in wake of St. Petersburg subway bombing

People light candles
during a religious
service for victims of
a subway explosion,
in a cathedral in
St.Petersburg, 
Russia, Wednesday. 

AP Photo

Officers find mock
explosive device at Toronto
airport; American charged

TORONTO (AP) — A 58-year-old American man has
been charged with mischief after officials found a mock
improvised explosive device inside his suitcase at
Toronto’s main airport, police said Thursday.

Peel Regional Police Constable Harinder Sohi said it’s
“not terrorist related.” Police identified the man as
Joseph Galaska but didn’t identify where in the U.S. he
is from.

Constable Mark Fischer said officials “are investigat-
ing the possible motivation behind the incident, such as
a trial run,” but Fischer said the man’s age makes him
believe that is not the case.

“The gentleman was arrested and has been charged
with mischief” and will appear for a bail hearing, Fis-
cher said.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection said officials
found what they describe as a mock improvised explo-
sive device inside the man’s passenger’s suitcase at
Pearson International Airport, Canada’s busiest. The
agency said the passenger was scheduled to travel on
United Airlines flight 547 to Chicago.

All passengers and luggage were removed from the
plane. 

Report says cost of Zika 
estimated at up to $18 billion

SAO PAULO (AP) — A new international report says
the Zika virus epidemic may be imposing billions of dol-
lars of costs on nations across the Americas.

The report issued in New York Thursday by the U.N.
Development Program and the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies says the
costs through 2017 alone are likely to total $7 billion to
$18 billion.

It says greater efforts are needed to control the Aedes
aegypti mosquito that spreads Zika as well as dengue,
chikunguya and yellow fever.

The virus wasn’t considered a major health threat
until a 2015 outbreak in Brazil revealed that Zika can
lead to severe birth defects.
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 Licensed & Insured

001 Employment
CLASS A or B CDL drivers
needed, able to drive manual or
automatic shift, able to lift at
least 75 lbs., able to work early
morning hours, 4 day workweek,
apply at 300 Industrial Drive,
Birmingham, 35211 or at
www.citywholesale.com
(click on career)

EXP.AUTO MECHANIC and
Tire Tech. Apply in person @
Booger's Auto Repair 18439
Hwy.69 South

HARBORCHASE OF Jasper
is now hiring full and part-time
cooks. Some experience re-
quired. Apply online at http://
www.harborchase.com/careers
No Phone Calls.

HARBORCHASE OF Jasper
now has a Position open for Di-
rector of Dining. Must be able to
ensure the food service pro-
vided for the community meets
and/or exceeds company stan-
dards while maintaining compli-
ance with HACCP, OSHA, state
and federal regulations. Experi-
ence and Servsafe certification
required.
Go on line at http:
//www.harborchase.com/careers
to apply. No Phone Calls

LPN POSITION available
at NWAMHC. Apply at
nwamhc.com

MASTER LEVEL and Bachelor
Level positions available in our
Children Services in Walker
County. Go to nwamhc.com to
apply.

MECHANICS/WELDERS
NEEDED for Kenworth,
Peterbuilt, Dump Trailers.
2yrs.exp. and Drivers License
required. (205)674-1651

NEEDED EXP. HVAC Tech,
must have valid drivers license.
Pay according to skill level.
Drug test Required. Apply in
person @ Reliable Air Systems
2204 Viking Drive, Jasper

NOW TAKING Applications for
KITCHEN HELP

VICTORIA'S RESTAURANT
Apply after 3PM ONLY.

See Mr. Cooner, inside Budget
Inn. No Phone Calls

POSITION OPEN at Home,
working with people with Devel-
opmental Disabilities. $9.50 an
hour good benefits. Apply at
nwamhc.com

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
in Mental Health field. Apply
www.nwamhc.com. EOE/DFWP

THE ARC of Walker County is
now hiring 
Service Support Specialists in
the Residential Program.
Service Support Specialists pro-
vide training and community in-
teraction to adults with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Full-Time positions
are available starting at $8.25/hr
to include benefits and Part-
Time positions are available
starting at $9.25/hr. Experience
preferred but not required. Shifts
include evenings, nights, and
weekends. Candidates must
have a high school diploma or
equivalent, valid Alabama
driver’s license and an insurable
driving record. $100 hiring
bonus within 90 days.
Qualified persons may apply at
The Arc of Walker County
745 Russell Dairy Road
Jasper, AL 35503 or fax a
resume to 205-387-0567.
E.O.E. & Drug Free Workplace.

TOWN OF Sipsey is currently
taking applications for the
following positions:

3 Part-time Patrol Officers
•21+ yrs. of age
•High school diploma or GED
•APOST Certified
•Good MVR
•Honest, dependable & flexible

1 Food Service Manager
•Must be familiar with
health code
•Team player
•Organized and able to keep in-
ventory and operational records
•Must have kitchen exp.

3 Cafeteria Workers
•Must have kitchen exp.
•Must be able to work in a fast
pace environment
•Clean, good attitude and de-
pendable

Applications are available at
Sipsey Town Hall located at
3835 Sipsey Road, Sipsey,AL.
35584 between 9AM-5PM,
Monday through Friday.
No Phone Calls Please.
Resumes will not be accepted in
lieu of applications.
The Town of Sipsey is an
EEO employer. 

007 Emp. Wanted
I WILL SIT with the elderly.
Call 205-295-5403

020 Announcements

 Free Pregnancy Test
 PREGNANCY & 

 RESOURCE CENTER
 1707 2nd Avenue
 Jasper, AL 35501

 221-5860
  FRE E  Info    on A bortion A lternatives

040 Service & Repair

DANIELS BRICK &
BLOCK WORK.
CALL 205-717-5181.

DOZER TRACK hoe work, top
soil, fill dirt & rock hauling. Land
clearing, Ponds built & Trailer
Pads built. ALSO Demolition;
(205)221-2112 (205)544-5592

E.O. GRINDING
Stump Grinding.
Eddie Owen (205)544-1320;
FREE Estimates

GOOD USED Tires and Tools!
Flats Fixed, Mounting and
Balanced.
15 miles North of Jasper.
Nauvoo Hwy#5. (205)259-9109 

GRASS CUTTING DONE!
Large Yards $100; Small $50;
(205)686-7304

JOE'S EXCAVATING &
Hauling. Track-Loader work.
Red Rock, Top Soil & Fill Dirt.
Storm Shelter Installation
References available.
(205)522-2568

MUMMEY LAWN Service.
Year Round Lawn Maintenance.
FREE estimates. (205)388-7004

RED RYDER HAULING
Crushed stone, gravel, sand,
lime, red-rock, topsoil
(205)384-4932
(205)302-5675 (205)302-2315.

STORM RECOVERY Clean Up.
Debris Hauling. Complete
Stump Grinding & Tree Work.
(205)435-1715

WE MOW GRASS!!
Spring Clean Up,
Pressure Washing.
FREE Estimates.
(205)270-9946 (205)270-9947

060 Boats & Marine
14FT. FLAT Bottom Boat,
trailer. Motor guide, Trolling
motor 40lb. thrust. New Marine
Battery. 1yr. old. $1,800;
(205)275-8532   

A-28 COBALT; 2012. Excellent
condition, on Smith Lake;
$93,000. (205)913-3813.

085 Yard Sales

3 FAMILY
YARD/ESTATE SALE

Saturday
No Sales BEFORE 9AM
Old GiGi’s Warehouse
Across from Jasper Mall
Hwy 78/118 @ red light

Watch for SIGNS & BALLOONS
Bring paper & boxes if you have

them for your purchases.

GARAGE SALE, Friday
8AM-6PM; Saturday 8AM-2PM;
4903 Redmill Saragossa Road,
Nauvoo. Antiques, Clothes,
Housewares, Toys, Misc. Differ-
ent Items on Saturday

GIANT 9 Family Yard Sale
3rd Annual Mission Trip
Fundraiser,
Friday 7-2 & Saturday 7-4
2102 Heatherwood Circle
Jasper off Walston Bridge
furniture, electronics, video
games, appliances, baby & chil-
dren, toys, bikes, camo, hunting,
holiday decor, pet supplies,
tools, jewelry, milk glass, an-
tiques, education supplies, exer-
cise equipment, knives, girls
and boys NB-JR's; Men's and
Ladies S-3X; formals, scrubs,
nursing, maternity and MORE!

085 Yard Sales
HWY 195 Community Yard
Sale, Friday & Saturday @ Old
Farmstead School. Call
(205)388-2334 for information

INDOOR YARD SALE, 7 Days
A Week. Shadow Brook Inn,
27948 Hwy.118. Refrigerator's,
Furniture,Washing Machine's,
Restaurant equipment. 
10% off everything!
(205)275-2982(205)689-3238  

MULTIFAMILY YARD Sale, Fri-
day, April 7th & Saturday, April
8th @ 8:00am (no early birds
please). 1500 6th St. NW
Jasper

YARD SALE, Saturday Only.
Blackwell Meadows Neighbor-
hood. Sale of Items from
Clothes to Toys,etc.7AM-1PM

095 Merchandise
10 GUN Oak Cabinet, extra
nice, $325;
4 Toyo 35x12:50x20 Mud Tires,
50%, $250; (205)299-6762

 HUDSON PAWN
 & GUN SHOP

 221-7020
 (behind Tractor Supply)

 for broken
 &   scrap jewelry,

 for gold,
 for good used 

 firearms!

 We offer
 CA$H! CA$H! 

 CA$H!

 $$$  $$$

 $$$  $$$

 $$$  $$$

BEST PRICES in Town
on Portable Buildings! Quik 3
Day Delivery! Cash or
Rent-To-Own! Payments
starting @ $60 per month!
The Storage Place
Hwy.78E between Family Thrift
and HandyTV (205)221-0105

BULL BUILDING SUPPLY
Spring Plant Sale

Friday & Saturday
April 7th & 8th
(205)384-4545

1-800-647-7358

GOLF CARTS!
Starting @ just $1,950!
The Storage Place
Hwy.78E between Family Thrift
and HandyTV (205)221-0105

JAPANESE MAPLES
FOR SALE. 2100 20th Ave.
East. (205)388-2083

SEASONED/GREEN
OAK/HICKORY
Bar-B-Q firewood.
(205)435-1715, leave message.

 Sales
 40 COUNTY ROAD 4, DOUBLE SPRINGS

  489-2128

 GREAT PRICES
 Starting Price:

 D & V

 Pots . . . . . . . . $10
 Bricks .  .  .  .  . $12
 Toppers .  .  . $20
 Cones . . . . . . $18
 Bushes . . . . . . $1
 Baskets .  .  . $20

115 Rent or Lease
ROOMS FOR rent in home.
(205)295-9302.

CORDOVA MANOR 1BR. to
4BR total electric Apartments.
Water furnished. $200 dep.
(205)595-1701.

NICE CLEAN 3BR/1BA House.
On private lot. $650mo. plus de-
posit. References required.
(205)924-4169

OLD SHADOWBROOK Inn has
2 Rooms for rent. $175wk. or
$600mo. Everything furnished.
(205)275-2982 (205)689-3238

115 Rent or Lease

  PUBLISHER’S NOTICE : All 
 real estate advertised in this 
 newspaper is subject to the 

 Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 
 which makes it illegal to advertise 

 “any preference, limitation or 
 discrimination based on race, 

 color, religion, sex, or national 
 origin  or an intention to make 

 any such preference, limitation or 
 discrimination.” This newspaper 
 will not knowingly accept any 

 advertising for real estate which 
 is in violation of the law. Our 
 readers are informed that all 
 dwellings advertised in this 

 newspaper are available on an 
 equal opportunity basis. Equal 

 Housing Opportunity, M/F

2BR/2BA MH (Thach).
Central H/A. Nice. $500mo.
$500dep. (205)295-8151

SECURE, GUARDED,
Mini Warehouse's Starting @
$25.00 per month. U-Store-It
(205)221-0105

120 Mobile Homes
'91 3BR/2BA Fleetwood
DBLWIDE (28x50). Metal roof,
all hardwood floors. $10,000
CASH. Must Be Moved.
(205)522-3369

125 Real Est. Sales

1030 GOLF COURSE ROAD,
JASPER

3BR.-3BA. LR & Den
Hardwood, tile, & carpet floors

10.5acres +/-. $316,000.
Call Steve(205)388-6066

www.stevepaynerealty.com

3BR/2BA., HOUSE
(Downtown), fixer upper.
For sale or lease. $30,000.
Owner financing. $500 monthly.
(601)310-3054.

3BR/2BA; NEW Roof/Siding.
Remodeled Baths. Painted,
2015; 18x36 Inground Pool;
Fenced Yard. Corner Lot;

$230,000;
Rhonda Hall All-Four RE

(256)255-8549

125 Real Est. Sales

851 DOWDY Rd., Jasper
3BR/2BA Cedar.

Covered back deck, fenced
yard. (2) 10x20 Storage

buildings. $119,000; 
(205)275-9681

HERITAGE HILLS
4BR/3BA. Granite, hardwood,
gas fireplace, crown moulding,

plantation shutters,
3 car garage, 1.75 +/- acres;

$285,000; (205)388-3409

LARGE 4BR/3.5BA
1 Acre (Heritage Hills).

New roof, AC. 3 Car garage
w/1BR apartment above.

Tornado shelter. $299,000
Quick Sale,negotiable;

(805)717-3569 (205)616-3341

127 Money To Loan
ADVANCE-FEE LOANS
OR CREDIT OFFERS

It's illegal for companies doing
business by phone to promise
you a loan and ask you to pay
for it before they deliver. For
more information call toll free 1-
877-FTC-HELP. A Public Serv-
ice Message from The Daily
Mountain Eagle Newspaper and
the Federal Trade Commission.

136 ATVs

2012 HONDA 4 Wheeler 4WD
TRX420, Electric Shift. 313
hours. 2398 miles. $3950; Call
Holly (205)275-6501

150 Legals
ABANDONED 

VEHICLE NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions of the
Alabama Abandoned Motor Ve-
hicle Act, Section 32-13-1, Code
of Alabama, 1975, notice is
hereby given that the following
described vehicles have been
abandoned and will be sold at
auction on 5/11/17 at 10:00 a.m.
at Hearn's Salvage Co., &
Wrecker  Service,  665  Arley
Bypass Road, Arley, AL 35541,
to-wit:
1995 Geo Metro, White
Vin # 2C1MR2292S6767788
Tag # 67B82H3
2002 Toyota Rav 4, Black
Vin # JTEGH20V326008376
Tag # 67AS543

The seller reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.
*April 7, 14, 2017

NOTICE OF REVIEW 
OF PROPOSED 

ABANDONED MINE LAND
RECLAMATION PROJECT

Pursuant to Title IV of the Sur-
face Mining Control and Recla-
mation Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C.
1201 et seq., and the National
Environmental Policy Act of
1969, the Alabama Department
of Labor (ADOL) in cooperation
with the U.S. Department of the
Interior, Office of Surface Min-
ing, is soliciting public comment
on an abandoned mine land
reclamation project proposed for
Title IV funding during Fiscal
Year 2017.
A written description of the Em-
pire Abandoned Mine Land
Project, developed by ADOL,
will be available for public re-
view at the Jasper Public Library
until April 28, 2017.
Upon request made to the per-
son listed under "FOR FUR-
THER INFORMATION,"
persons may receive, free of
charge, single copies of the writ-
ten description of the project
under consideration. Written
comments should be limited to
the Empire Abandoned Mine
Land Project, and include suffi-
cient explanation in support of
the commenter's recommenda-
tions. In order to be considered,
written comments must be re-
ceived at the address listed
under "FOR FURTHER INFOR-
MATION" on or before April 28,
2017.
Persons wishing to meet with
ADOL representatives to dis-
cuss the proposed project may
request such a meeting by con-
tacting the person listed under
"FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION." All such meetings are
open to the public and, when
possible, notices of the meet-
ings are advertised in newspa-
pers of local distribution. A
written summary of each public
meeting will be made part of the
Administrative Record.
FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION, contact: Chuck Williams,
State Mine Reclamation Super-
visor, Mining and Reclamation
Division, Alabama Department
of Labor, 11 West Oxmoor
Road, Suite 100, Birmingham,
AL 35209.
Telephone (205) 945-8671.
*April 7, 2017

For more
 information on classified
advertising, give us a call

 at 221-2840.

It’s Outta Here!
Whether you’re selling a car, a
house, a sports card collection or
a washer/dryer combo, classified
advertising gets the word out.
So your car, house, sports card
collection or washer/dryer combo
can find a new home—fast.

Daily
Mountain

Eagle
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150 Legals
LEGAL NOTICE

CEDAR LAKE MINING, INC.
COAL VALLEY EAST MINE, P-

3958
In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Federal Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation
Act (Public Law (95-85), notice
is hereby given that Cedar Lake
Mining, Inc., 7802 Highway 78,
Cordova, AL 35550, Telephone
205-590-4245, Coal Valley East
Mine, P-3958, will conduct blast-
ing operations Monday through
Saturday 7:00 am to 7:00 p.m.,
during daylight hours only (sun-
rise to sunset). Understanding
seasonal changes will deter-
mine actual a.m. and p.m.
times. This is the blasting
schedule except in emergency
situations where rain, lightning,
or other atmospheric conditions,
or operator or public safety re-
quires unscheduled detonation.
Personnel will block all access
roads to blasting area ten (10)
minutes prior to detonation until
an all clear is determined by an
authorized representative of the
company. Prior to detonation of
blasts, the blast area, and all
public roads within the proximity
of the blast area that may be af-
fected by flyrock will be blocked
off by employees a minimum of
one thousand (1,000') feet
measured horizontally from ac-
tual blast holes to prevent entry.
Audible warning signals will be
given by horn located at or near
the blasting site. The blasting
will be coordinated by three (3)
people the blaster, signal man
and superintendent of the mine.
The superintendent will clear the
area and communicate with the
blaster and signal man, once a
head count is taken the superin-
tendent and the blaster will com-
municate to ensure the area is
still clear, after verification the
area is still clear the go ahead to
blast will be given, after the
blast the blaster will make sure
the blast was successful and
that no problems exist. He will
then communicate with the sig-
nal man to sound an all clear
and workers can return to their
work area. When blasting is
within five hundred (500) feet of
an occupied dwelling the owner
will be contacted prior to the
blast. Warning signals will be as
follows: Five (5) minutes prior to
blast, Three (3) long soundings
with a pause between for a
warning, then two (2) long
soundings with a pause be-
tween each immediately prior to
blast, then shoot, one (1) long
sounding for an "all clear" signal
after detonation
Blasting will be conducted in the
NW/SW, SW/SW of Section 29,
SE/SE, NE/SE, NW/SE, SW/SE,
SE/SW, NE/SW, NW/SW,
SW/SW of Section 30, NW/NW,
NE/NW, SE/NW, SW/NW,
NW/SW, NE/SW, SE/SW,
SW/SW, NW/SE, SE/SE,
NE/SE, SW/SE, SW/NE,
SE/NE, NE/NE, NW/NE of Sec-
tion 31, NW/NW, SW/NW,
NW/SW, SW/SW of Section 32,
Township 14 South, Range 8
West, SE/NE, SE/SE, NE/SE,
NW/SE, SW/SE, of Section 25,
NE/NE of Section 36, Township
14 South, Range 9 West,
NW/NW, SW/NW, NW/SW of
Section 5, NW/NW, NE/NW,
SE/NW, SW/NW, SW/NE,
NW/NE, NE/NE, SE/NE, NE/SE
of Section 6, Township 15
South, Range 8 West, all in
Walker County, Alabama.
As found on the Townley USGS
Quadrangle.
*April 7, 2017

LEGAL NOTICE
Manchester Mini Systems,
Hwy 195/Langley Rd., Jasper.
(205)302-0922
SALE OF CONTENTS:
Unit #4; George Terry,
338 Windham Loop
Jasper, AL 35503
Unit #11; Barbara Simmons,
601 Langley Road
Jasper, AL 35503
Unit #12; Lisa Yocum,
2532 County Highway 30
Winfield, AL 35594
Sale will be April 21, 2017.
*March 31, April 7, 2017

NOTICE OF PENDING 
APPLICATION FOR 

APPROVAL OF ISSUANCE 
OF AN ALCOHOL LICENSE 

FOR THE CITY OF 
JASPER, ALABAMA

Notice  is  hereby  given  that
Rollin  N  the  Dough, LLC, dba
Johnny Bruscos Pizza, located
at 315 19th Street W, Jasper, Al-
abama 35501 has made appli-
cation to the City of Jasper to
approve the issuance of a
Restaurant Retail Liquor li-
cense, for on premise consump-
tion by the Alabama Alcohol
Beverage Control Board, and
that the 18th day of April, 2017,
at 10:00 a.m. has been set for
the hearing thereof, together
with the results of the investiga-
tion and the recommendation on
said application, at the Jasper
City Council meeting. At said
time and place all persons resid-
ing, having business or owning
real property within one thou-
sand (1,000) feet of the pro-
posed establishment, measured
front door to front door of said
location, or in the case of an
unimproved lot from the center
of the front footage thereof to
the front door of the proposed
establishment for which a li-
cense is sought, shall have the
opportunity of being heard in op-
position to or in favor of the ap-
plication.
This the 6th day of April, 2017.

Kathy Chambless, City Clerk
City of Jasper, Alabama
*April 7, 9, 2017

150 Legals
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

Default having been made in the
payment of the indebtedness
secured by that certain mort-
gage dated May 23, 2008, exe-
cuted by Keith L. Brown, an
unmarried man, to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. solely as nominee for Syn-
ovus Mortgage Corp., which
mortgage was recorded on June
6, 2008, in DML Book 2134,
Page 74, of the mortgage
records in the Office of the
Judge of Probate of Walker
County, Alabama, which mort-
gage was, duly transferred and
assigned to JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, no-
tice is hereby given that pur-
suant to law and the power of
sale contained in said mortgage,
the undersigned will sell at pub-
lic outcry, to the highest bidder
for cash, in front of the Main en-
trance to the Walker County
Courthouse at Jasper, Alabama,
during the legal hours of sale on
May 16, 2017, the following de-
scribed real estate, situated in
Walker County, Alabama, to-wit:

A lot from a triangular tract of
land lying in the NE corner of
the NW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of
Section 8, Township 14 South,
Range 7 West, in the City of
Jasper, Alabama, Walker
County, Alabama, more particu-
larly described as follows: Com-
mence at the intersection of the
South side of 10th Street and
the West side of 14th Avenue
and run South 02 degrees 24
minutes East 220.0 feet to the
point of beginning; thence South
86 degrees 57 minutes West
255.00 feet, to the East right of
way of the North Alabama Rail-
road; thence South 38 degrees
41 minutes East along said East
right of way of the North Ala-
bama Railroad 87.27 feet to a
point; thence South 59 degrees
42 minutes East 11 feet to a
point; thence North 86 degrees
57 minutes East 195 feet;
thence North 02 degrees 24
minutes West 75 feet to the
point of beginning. Surface only.

This sale is made for the pur-
pose of paying the indebtedness
secured by said mortgage as
well as expenses of foreclosure.
This property will be sold on an
“as is, where is” basis, subject
to any easements, encum-
brances, and exceptions re-
flected in the mortgage and
those contained in the records
of the office of the Judge of Pro-
bate of the County where the
above-described property is sit-
uated. This property will be sold
without warranty or recourse,
expressed or implied as to con-
dition, title, use and/or enjoy-
ment and will be sold subject to
the right of redemption of all
parties entitled thereto.

Alabama law gives some per-
sons who have an interest in
property the right to redeem the
property under certain circum-
stances. Programs may also
exist that help persons avoid or
delay the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be consulted
to help you understand these
rights and programs as a part of
the foreclosure process.
JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association
Transferee
Robert J. Wermuth/mgw
Stephens Millirons, P.C.
P.O. Box 307
Huntsville, Alabama 35804
Attorney for Mortgagee
Daily Mountain Eagle
*March 24, 31, April 7, 2017

PUBLIC SALE
Park and Store Self-Storage lo-
cated at 2249 Hwy 195 Jasper,
AL 35503; in accordance with
Section 8-15-34 of the Alabama
Self Storage Facility Act will sell
at public auction on Saturday,
April 8, 2017 at 10:00 am the
contents of the following units:
0076 Kelly Hastings; bicycle,
sofa, toys.
0112 Kelly Hastings; Grandfa-
ther clock, window unit, bicycle.
0126 Vickie Hamilton; totes,
chaise lounge, kitchen misc.
0144 Eugene Cox; totes, desk,
push mower.
All sales are CASH ONLY, bid-
der is required to present ID and
sign in at office prior to start of
sale.
*April 1, 7, 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE FILING 
OF PERMIT APPLICATION

In accordance with the provision
of Act No. 81-435 of the State of
Alabama and the regulations
promulgated under this act,
Centennial Natural Resources,
LLC, 113 Hollis Crump Drive,
Jasper, Alabama 35501 is filing
an application to revise its
Poplar Springs North Mine (P-
3886), Surface Mine. Access to
the mine is as follows:
NW/SE, NE/SE, SW/SE,
SE/SW, NE/SW, SE/NW,
SW/NE of Section 31, SW/SW,
NW/SW, NE/SW, SE/SW,
SW/SE, NW/SE, SE/SE of Sec-
tion 32, Township 11 South,
Range 8 West, NW/NW &
SW/NW of Section 5, NW/NW,
NE/NW, SE/NW, SW/NW,
NW/SW, SE/SW, SW/SW,
NW/NE, NE/NE, SE/NE &
SW/NE of Section 6, NW/NW,
NE/NW, SW/NW, NW/NE &
SW/NE of Section 7, NW/NW,
NE/NW of Section 18, Township
12 South, Range 8 West, all in
Winston County, Alabama.
The nature of Propose Revision
R-9 is as follows:
1. Transfer Sediment Basins
014, 015 & 018 (4.0 acres) from
Inc. 7 to Inc. 1.
2. Show the correct location of
Sediment Basin 021A.
3. Transfer 30.0 mining acres
from Inc. 2 to Inc. 1.
4. Delete 24.0 mining acres and
Primary Road No. 8 (1.0 acre)
from Inc. 5 as undisturbed under
P-3886.

150 Legals
5. Transfer 89.0 mining acres
from Inc. 2 to Inc. 4.
6. Transfer Sediment Basins
021 & 021A (3.0 acres) from Inc.
7 to Inc. 4.
7. Transfer Sediment Basin 020
(2.0 acres) from Inc. 2 to Inc. 4.
8. Transfer 1.0 mining acre from
Inc. 1 to Inc. 4 for ancillary road.
9. Transfer 5.0 mining acre from
Inc. 2 to Inc. 4 for ancillary road.
10. Transfer 1.0 acre of ancillary
road from Inc. 6 to Inc. 4.
11. Transfer Primary Road No. 3
(0.2 acres) from Inc. 6 to Inc. 4.
12. Delete Primary Road No. 2
& 4A (1.0 acre) from Inc. 6 as
undisturbed.
13. Transfer Primary Road No.
3A, 4 & 11 (1.0 acre) from Inc. 6
to Inc. 3.
14. Transfer Sediment Basins
010 & 012 (4.0 acres) from Inc.
2 to Inc. 7.
15. Transfer Primary Road No.
10 (1.0 acre) from Inc. 2 to Inc.
7.
16. Change the post mining lan-
duse of Sediment Basins 001,
003, 005, 007, 010, 012, 014,
015, 018, 020, 021, 022, 033,
034, 035, 035A, 036, 037, 038,
039 & 054 from temporary (un-
developed/no current use) to
permanent (fish & wildlife habi-
tat).
A copy of the permit application
is available for public inspection
and review on the Alabama Sur-
face Mining Commission web-
site
http://surface-
mining.alabama.gov. A copy of
the permit application is also
available for public inspection
and review at the office of the
Alabama Surface Mining Com-
mission located on the second
floor of the Pinnacle Bank Build-
ing at 1811 2nd Avenue, Jasper,
Alabama 35501. Written com-
ments, objections, request for
public hearing or request for in-
formal conferences concerning
this permit should be sent to the
Alabama Surface Mining Com-
mission, P.O. Box 2390, Jasper,
Alabama 35502-2390, no later
than 30 days from the last date
of publication of this notice.
*Mar. 31, Apr. 7, 14, 21, 2017

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries
   3-month
   6-month
   5-year
   10-year
   30-year

              4.00               4.00
              1.50               1.50
        .75-1.00         .75-1.00

              0.79               0.75
              0.91               0.88
              1.86               1.96
              2.34               2.42
              2.99               3.03

Last      Pvs Week

AB GrB  m                                                 11      37.80      +.11     +0.2    +10.5/E   +11.5/C     4.00     2,500
AB IntlGrB  m                                              1      14.46      -.03     +4.3      +7.3/D    +2.8/E     4.00     2,500
AB SstnlGlbThtcB  m                                  9      79.70     +.19     +2.9    +17.3/A    +7.7/D     4.00     2,500
AllianzGI FocedGrC  m                           232      31.14     +.10     +0.9    +10.1/E  +12.1/B     1.00     1,000
American Century ValInv                     2,386        8.96     +.03     -1.7    +19.7/B  +12.7/B       NL     2,500
American Funds AmrcnBalA  m         57,828      25.79     +.04     +0.2    +10.9/B  +10.1/A     5.75        250
American Funds CptWldGrIncA  m   52,718      46.77     +.02     +1.1    +14.4/B    +9.6/B     5.75        250
American Funds CptlIncBldrA  m      70,099      59.83     +.07     +1.0      +7.9/D    +7.3/A     5.75        250
American Funds FdmtlInvsA  m        49,563      57.88     +.14     +0.3    +18.8/A  +13.5/A     5.75        250
American Funds GrfAmrcA  m           78,441      45.44      +.11     +0.4    +19.2/A  +13.9/A     5.75        250
American Funds IncAmrcA  m           75,555      22.28     +.03       0.0    +11.2/D    +9.1/B     5.75        250
American Funds InvCAmrcA  m        60,486      38.09     +.05     -0.2    +16.9/B  +13.2/A     5.75        250
American Funds NwPrspctvA  m       37,305      38.65      -.01     +1.8    +14.0/C  +10.5/A     5.75        250
American Funds WAMtInvsA  m        53,869      42.55     +.14     -0.8    +15.8/D  +12.7/B     5.75        250
Dodge & Cox Inc                                47,811      13.67          ...     +0.6      +4.5/A    +3.5/A       NL     2,500
Dodge & Cox IntlStk                          57,070      41.36      -.04     +1.4    +25.4/A    +7.8/A       NL     2,500
Dodge & Cox Stk                               65,511    189.34     +.86     -1.5    +27.9/A  +15.6/A       NL     2,500
DoubleLine TtlRetBdI                         44,269      10.67          ...     +1.1          +1.7        +3.7       NL 100,000
Fidelity 500IdxPremium                     66,611      82.95     +.18     -0.6    +16.5/B  +13.4/A       NL   10,000
Fidelity BlueChipGr                            14,975      75.22     +.17     +1.8    +17.0/A  +13.9/A       NL     2,500
Fidelity Contrafund                             78,127    107.57     +.16     +0.6    +14.5/B  +12.4/B       NL     2,500
Fidelity Magellan                                13,469      97.01     +.41     -0.9    +13.2/C  +12.9/B       NL     2,500
Franklin Templeton FrgnA  m               3,515        7.48      -.03     +2.3    +22.3/A    +6.6/A     5.75     1,000
Franklin Templeton IncA  m               46,506        2.34          ...      -0.4    +17.5/A    +7.4/A     4.25     1,000
Janus EntprT                                       3,747    100.09     +.55       0.0    +15.7/B  +13.3/A       NL     2,500
Lord Abbett AffiliatedA  m                    5,673      15.83     +.04     -1.1    +19.1/B  +12.5/B     5.75     1,000
MFS GrB  m                                            130      63.72     +.19     +0.6    +11.8/D  +11.6/C     4.00     1,000
MFS HiIncA  m                                        509        3.44          ...     +0.1    +13.4/C    +5.7/C     4.25     1,000
MFS TENMuniBdA  m                              90      10.38          ...     +1.0       -0.2/C    +2.5/C     4.25     1,000
MFS TtlRetA  m                                   4,665      18.55     +.04     -0.2      +9.7/C    +8.5/B     5.75     1,000
Nuveen TNMnBdA  m                             263      11.72     +.01     +1.3       -0.2/C    +3.3/A     4.20     3,000
Oppenheimer CptlIncA  m                   1,675      10.00          ...      -0.2      +8.3/B    +5.8/B     5.75     1,000
Pioneer A  m                                        4,578      30.50     +.03     -1.0    +13.8/D  +11.5/D     5.75     1,000
Prudential JsnBlndB  m                              8      18.01     +.09     -0.3    +16.0/A    +9.1/E     5.00     2,500
Putnam EqIncA  m                               3,276      22.12     +.07     -1.2    +18.4/B  +12.9/A     5.75            0
Putnam MltCpGrA  m                           3,553      79.69     +.28     +0.5    +19.2/A  +12.5/B     5.75            0
T. Rowe Price GrStk                          39,358      59.15     +.08     +1.1    +18.1/A  +13.4/A       NL     2,500
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl                    196,350    217.71     +.49     -0.6    +16.5/B  +13.4/A       NL   10,000
Vanguard HCAdmrl                            35,802      83.67     +.07     -0.6      +7.0/C  +17.5/B       NL   50,000
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl                      47,542      14.02     +.01     +1.0       -0.1/B    +3.0/B       NL   50,000
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl                      44,120    117.27     +.42     -0.6    +20.6/A  +16.5/A       NL   50,000
Vanguard STInvmGrdAdmrl               39,646      10.67          ...     +0.4      +2.0/B    +2.2/A       NL   50,000
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Inv                   34,158      17.09     +.02     +0.6    +11.0/B    +8.1/B       NL     1,000
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl                    75,073      10.71          ...     +1.0      +0.5/D    +2.3/D       NL   10,000
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl                    52,396      26.54      -.05     +2.1    +15.6/A    +5.3/C       NL   10,000
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv                      100,653      15.87      -.02     +2.1    +15.5/A    +5.2/C       NL     3,000
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl                 162,968      58.88     +.19     -0.6    +17.3/B  +13.2/A       NL   10,000
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv                      111,414      58.87     +.20     -0.6    +17.2/B  +13.1/A       NL     3,000
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl                      79,059      69.36     +.15     -0.4    +12.4/A    +9.9/A       NL   50,000
Vanguard WlslyIncAdmrl                    37,063      62.75     +.04     +0.4      +6.4/D    +7.2/A       NL   50,000

Total Assets                              Total Return/Rank       Pct  Min Init
Name                                       ($Mlns)     NAV        Chg   4-wk    12-mo     5-year   Load    Invt

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-listing standards. lf = Late
filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50
percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within
the last year. vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. 
Mutual Fund Footnotes:  b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred sales charge, or redemp-
tion fee. f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA = not available. p = previous day’s net asset
value. s = fund split shares during the week. x = fund paid a distribution during the week. 
Source: The Associated Press and Morningstar. Sales figures are unofficial.

Australian Dollar                   1.3257           1.3187
British Pound                          .8016             .8009
Canadian Dollar                   1.3413           1.3408
Chinese Yuan                       6.9002           6.8959
Euro                                        .9393             .9374
Japanese Yen                       110.78           110.86
Mexican Peso                     18.7623         18.6975
Swiss Franc                          1.0053           1.0045

US $ in Foreign Currency Pvs Day

                                              YTD
Name         Div    Yld    PE     Last Chg %Chg

                                              YTD
Name         Div    Yld    PE     Last Chg %Chg

AFLAC        1.72    2.4    12     72.95    +.76    +4.8
AT&T Inc     1.96    4.8    16     40.60     -.42     -4.5
AMD                ...      ...    dd     13.27     -.90  +17.0
AllegTch          ...      ...    dd     17.74    +.23   +11.4
Alphabet A      ...      ...    27   845.10   -3.82    +6.6
Altria            2.44    3.4    24     71.42     -.51    +5.6
Amazon           ...      ...     cc   898.28  -11.00  +19.8
Apple Inc     2.28    1.6    17   143.66     -.36  +24.0
BcoSBrasil  .28e    3.5     ...       7.90     -.46    -11.1
BkofAm        .30f    1.3    18     23.26    +.09    +5.2
B iPVxST rs    ...      ...      q     15.89     -.28   -37.7
ChesEng         ...      ...    dd       6.28    +.17   -10.5
CocaCola   1.48f    3.5    26     42.67    +.10    +2.9
CrackerB     4.60    2.9    25   158.97  +1.15     -4.8
Cummins     4.10    2.7    18   149.98    +.16    +9.7
DrGMBll s        ...      ...      q       6.84     -.12  +22.6
Disney        1.56f    1.4    20   113.05    +.05    +8.5
DryShp rs      .02    1.9      1       1.03         ...   -96.5
FedExCp     1.60      .8    17   195.99    +.14    +5.3
FstHorizon    .36f    2.0    20     18.42    +.36     -7.9
Flowserve   .40m      .8    19     48.79  +1.10    +1.5
FordM         .60a    5.3      6     11.27    +.01     -7.1
FrontierCm    .42  20.0    dd       2.10     -.02   -37.9
HomeDp     3.56f    2.4    23   147.24    +.60    +9.8

iShR2K      1.77e    1.3      q   135.58  +1.25      +.5
IBM             5.60    3.2    13   172.45     -.43    +3.9
IntPap         1.85f    3.6    17     50.95    +.37     -4.0
Kroger s        .48    1.6    14     29.51    +.20   -14.5
Lowes          1.40    1.7    20     81.97    +.35  +15.3
McDnlds      3.76    2.9    24   130.15     -.26    +6.9
Microsoft     1.56    2.4    29     65.73    +.17    +5.8
NorthropG   3.60    1.5    21   236.67    +.57    +1.8
Penney            ...      ...    dd       5.95    +.27   -28.4
PepsiCo      3.01    2.7    24   111.58     -.36    +6.6
PhilipMor     4.16    3.7    23   112.59     -.60  +23.1
PlugPowr h     ...      ...    dd       2.14      -.11  +78.3
PUVixST rs     ...      ...      q     16.30     -.64       0.0
RegionsFn     .26    1.8    17     14.53    +.16    +1.2
S&P500ETF4.13e  1.8      q   235.44    +.66    +5.3
SearsHldgs     ...      ...    dd     11.65    +.26  +25.4
SPDR Fncl  .46e    1.9      q     23.62    +.15    +1.6
SynovusFn   .60f    1.5    21     40.79    +.47       -.7
Textron          .08      .2    18     47.42    +.48     -2.3
TractSupp     .96    1.4    21     69.53  +1.28     -8.3
US Bancrp  1.12    2.2    16     51.35    +.31       0.0
VerizonCm  2.31    4.8    12     48.43     -.01     -9.3
WalMart      2.04f    2.9    16     71.43     -.22    +3.3
Wendys Co  .28f    2.0    36     13.75    +.22    +1.7

Money&Markets
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Advanced            2219
Declined                708
New Highs               72
New Lows                25

Vol. (in mil.)        3,084
Pvs. Volume       3,648

1,765
2,082
1916
872
42
64

NYSE      NASD

DOW                       20746.46      20612.17         20662.95           +14.80      +0.07%      t      t      s        +4.56%
DOW Trans.              9165.18        9076.45           9134.17           +38.19      +0.42%      t      t      s        +1.00%
DOW Util.                    703.63          699.99             703.03             -1.14       -0.16%      s      s      s        +6.58%
NYSE Comp.           11485.38       11410.45         11457.29           +33.93      +0.30%      t      r      s        +3.62%
NASDAQ                   5889.58        5856.22           5878.95           +14.47      +0.25%      t      s      s        +9.21%
S&P 500                    2364.16        2349.26           2357.49             +4.54      +0.19%      t      t      s        +5.30%
S&P 400                    1710.71        1691.18           1708.05           +13.26      +0.78%      t      s      s        +2.86%
Wilshire 5000          24602.68       24435.11         24549.49           +73.43      +0.30%      t      t      s        +4.80%
Russell 2000             1364.51        1349.33           1364.43           +12.29      +0.91%      t      s      t        +0.54%

HIGH          LOW             CLOSE            CHG.      %CHG.    WK     MO  QTR       YTDStocksRecap

Stocks of Local Interest

Money Rates Currencies

Mutual Funds

After rejecting a takeover offer from 
Kraft Heinz, the consumer products 
giant is overhauling its business.

The owner of the KFC chain in Chi-
na disclosed strong quarterly results 
and said sales are improving.

The chain of gas stations agreed to 
sell most of its convenience stores 
to 7-Eleven for $3.3 billion.

The home goods retailer reported 
strong quarterly results and raised 
its dividend.

The owner of Corona, Modelo and 
other brands had a solid quarter 
thanks to strong sales of beer.

U.S. stocks inched higher Thurs-
day as smaller retailers and 
banks traded higher and energy 
companies rose with fuel prices. 
Stocks were unable to hang on 
to more substantial gains seen 
earlier in the day. Energy compa-
nies rose with the prices of oil 
and natural gas.
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Bed Bath & Beyond BBBY

Close: $39.08 1.28 or 3.4%
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Sunoco SUN

Close: $28.69 4.83 or 20.2%
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Yum China YUMC

Close: $30.76 2.58 or 9.2%
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Unilever UL

Close: $49.55 0.44 or 0.9%

$38.58 $50.61

Vol.:
Mkt. Cap:

1.8m (0.6x avg.)
$149.88 b

52-week range
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2.8%

 IF WE RAN AN AD IN THE PAPER, PEOPLE WOULD 
 START BUYING OUR STUFF... THEN WE WOULD 
 HAVE TO BUY OR MAKE MORE STUFF ... AND 
 MORE PEOPLE WOULD BUY OUR STUFF WHICH 
 MEANS WE WOULD HAVE 
 TO HAVE MORE OF IT! 
 ISN’T IT JUST EASIER 
 TO HANG ON TO THE 
 STUFF WE ALREADY 
 HAVE?

ALASCANS
SERVICES

DIVORCE WITH or without chil-
dren $125.00. Includes name
change and property settlement
agreement. Save hundreds.
Fast and easy. 1-888-733-7165,
call us toll free 24/7.

DONATE YOUR car to charity.
Receive maximum value of write
off for your taxes. Running or
not! All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for details. 1-
844-810-1257.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From
$50/Month, includes free Genie
HD/DVR & 3 months HBO,
Showtime, Cinemax, Starz. Get
a $50 Gift Card. Call 1-855-401-
5498.

WANT YOUR ad to be seen in
120 newspapers statewide?
Place your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210 per week!
Make one call to this newspaper
(a participating ALA-SCAN
member) or call 1-800-264-7043
to find out how easy it is to ad-
vertise statewide! 

HELP WANTED-DRIVERS
ATTN: DRIVER trainees needed
now! Earn $800-$1000 week +
benefits. No CDL, no problem!
We'll train you. Call today 1-800-
878-2546.

DRIVER TRAINEES needed!
Learn to drive for Stevens
Transport! No experience
needed! New drivers can earn
$900+ per week! Paid CDL
training! Stevens covers all
costs! 1-888-528-8864.
drive4stevens.com. 

HELP WANTED-HEALTHCARE
VIVA HEALTH is hiring Nurses &
Social Workers in your area!
Care/Case Management &
Leadership opportunities. Regu-
lar business hours & paid holi-
days off. Visit
www.vivahealthcareers.com.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CAPITAL AVAILABLE for small
businesses  - More approvals -
One business day and fast fund-
ing - Two days. $10,000 and up.
Call 1-251-767-1650.

ARE YOU in big trouble with the
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax re-
turns, payroll issues, & resolve
tax debt fast. Call 1-855-787-
1656.

HAVE 10K in debt? National
Debt Relief is rated A-Plus with
the BBB. You could be debt free
in 24-48 months. Call 1-888-
774-9191 now for a free debt
evaluation.

FOR SALE
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does
your church need pews, pulpit
set, baptistery, steeple, win-
dows? Big sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs.
1-800-231-8360.
www.pews1.com. 

DIGITAL HEARING aids - Now
offering a 45-day risk free offer!
Free batteries for life!  Call to
start your free trial!  1-866-960-
5928.

SAWMILLS FROM only
$4397.00. Make & save money
with your own bandmill - cut
lumber any dimension. In stock
ready to ship! Free info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com. 1-
800-578-1363 ext. 300N.
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 HONDAOFJASPER.COM  Honda  of Jasper

 $10,000 & Under
 2006 Chevy Cobalt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1395
 Cheap Transportation, Runs & Drives! Stk#H17460C
 1995 Honda Passport SUV . . . . . . . . . . $2491
 Runs & Drives, Cheap! Stk#H17336H
 1998 Ford Explorer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3491
 Good Cheap SUV, Runs & Drives, Safety Inspection 
 Good! Stk#H17178C
 2005 Honda Civic Coupe . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3491
 Cheap Economical Transportation! Stk#H17336A
 2005  Kia Sorento . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3991
 Cheap SUV, Hits the Road Solid, Safety Inspection Done! 
 Stk#H161158A
 2003 Chevy Trailblazer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3991
 Looks Good, Drives Good! Stk#H17398C
 2002  Toyota Sienna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4991
 Great Driving Solid Van, Looks Great! Stk#H17444A

 1998 Mercury Grand Marquis . . . . . . $4991
 96,000 Actual Miles, Lots of Car for the Money! 
 Stk#H17133A
 2006 Hyundai Sonata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5991
 4 Door, Automatic, Lots of Eye Appeal, Good Value! 
 Stk#P1574C
 2010 Nissan Altima . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5991
 Hits the Road Solid, Cheap Transportation! Stk#H17484E
 2007  Honda Civic Coupe LX . . . . . . . . $6991
 Super Clean, Fully Serviced, Sharp Car! Stk#H17279A
 2009 Hyundai Elantra Touring . . . . $6991
 Wagon, Automatic, Air, Good Cheap Car! Stk#H17452A
 2008 Chev. Malibu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6991
 Great Eyes, Fully Serviced, Has all the Buttons! Stk#H17418A
 1998 GMC Sierra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6991
 4x4, Xtra Cab, 4x4 Works, Runs Out Solid! Stk#H17377A

 2012 Honda Civic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9991
 2 Door, Clean, Cheap on Gas, Automatic! Stk#H17271A
 2013 Honda Civic Coupe . . . . . . . . . . . $11991
 Automatic, Great Price Range! Stk#H161242A
 2012 Honda CRV EXL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16991
 Leather, Sunroof, Alloys, Great Service History at our 
 Store! Stk#H17543A
 2015 Honda Civic Coupe EXL .  .  . $17991
 Leather, Sunroof, 1 Owner, Sharp! Stk#H17510A
 2014 Honda Accord EXL . . . . . . . . . . . $18991
 4 Door, 1 Owner, Leather, Sunroof, Alloys, Sharp, 1 Owner 
 Car! Stk#H17413A

 201 5 Honda Accord EXL . . . . . . . . . . . $19491
 4 Door, Leather, Sunroof, Alloy Wheels, Loaded! Stk#P1544A
 2015 Honda Accord Coupe . . . . . . . $19991
 2 Door, 36,000 Miles, 1 Owner, Local Car! Stk#H161102A
 2014 Honda Accord EXL . . . . . . . . . . . $19991
 4 Door, Black on Back, Leather, Sunroof, Loaded! 
 Stk#H17453C
 2016 Honda Accord Sport . . . . . . . . . $20491
 4 Door, 28,000 1 Owner Miles, Sport Pkg.! Stk#H17520A
 2015 Honda Accord EX . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22491
 Leather, 25,000 Miles, Sunroof, Super Clean, 1 Owner! 
 Stk#H16395A

 2014 Honda Pilot EXL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25991
 Leather, Sunroof, Alloys, Dealer Serviced its Whole Life! 
 Stk#H17348A
 2013 Honda Odyssey Touring . . . $26991
 1 Owner, Great History, Has Chair Lift! Stk#P1578
 201 4 Honda Pilot EXL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27991
 38,000 1 Owner Miles, Leather, Sunroof, Alloys, Sharp! 
 Stk#H17179A
 2017 Honda Accord EXL . . . . . . . . . . . $29491
 4 Door, Navigation with Sensing, 3,000 Miles! Stk#P1576

 CERTIFIED

 2013 Hyundai Elantra GLS . . . . . . . . $10991
 4 Door, Great Low Payments, Clean! Stk#H17476A
 2012 Nissan Altima . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10991
 4 Door, Automatic, Fully Serviced, Clean Inside & Out! 
 Stk#P1585
 2010 Toyota Highlander . . . . . . . . . . . . $12991
 3rd Row Seating, Fully Serviced, Good Unit! Stk#P1582
 2009 GMC Yukon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13991
 3rd Row Seating, Fully Serviced, Lots of Eye Appeal! 
 Stk#P1571
 2013 Dodge Challenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13991
 Sporty Fun, Clean Inside & Out! Stk#H14402C

 2012 Chev Traverse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13991
 Fully Serviced, Room for the Family! Stk#H161182C
 2013 Dodge Challenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13991
 Sporty Fun, Clean Inside & Out! Stk#H17402C
 2011 Hyundai Vera Cruze . . . . . . . . . . $13991
 Good Miles, Lots of Room, Fully Serviced! 
 Stk#H161258C
 2015 Chevy Malibu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14491
 33,000 Miles, Perfect Car Fax, Sharp! Stk#P1579
 2012 Toyota Venza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14991
 Leather, Full Power, Clean Inside & Out, Pearl White with 
 Tan! Stk#P1581

 2010 GMC Yukon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16991
 Super Clean, 3rd Row Seating, Lots of Eye Appeal! Stk#P1565
 2007 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited .  $16991
 4 Door, Automatic, Sporty & Fun! Stk#P1586
 2011 Chev. Silverado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18991
 4x4, Crew Cab, Hits Road Solid, Great Graduation 
 Present! Stk#H1611306
 2011 GMC Sierra 1500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23991
 4x4, 52,000 Miles, Local Trade, Clean Inside & Out! 
 Stk#P1568C
 2016 Dod ge Ram 1500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26991
 11,000 Miles, 1 Owner, Must See, Great Value! Stk#H17455A
 2014 Ford Explorer XLT . . . . . . . . . . . . $27991
 Leather, 28,000 1 Owner Miles, Like New! Stk#H17364A

 GREAT VALUES

 USED CAR CLEARANCE

 2009 Nissan Rogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7991
 Fully Serviced, Lots of Eye Appeal, Great Value! 
 Stk#H17404A
 2009 Honda Odyssey EXL . . . . . . . . . . . $7991
 Rear Entertainment, Great Service History! Stk#H17347A
 2010 Ford Fusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8991
 4 Door, Automatic, Runs & Drives Solid, Fully Serviced! 
 Stk#H16842A
 2013 Nissan Altima . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8991
 4 Door, Has Miles, Fully Serviced, Lots of Car for the 
 Money! Stk#H161344A
 2012 Chev. Impala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8991
 4 Door, Automatic, Air, Good Solid and Cheap Sedan! 
 Stk#H17315A
 2010 Ford Fusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9491
 Good Miles, Solid Car, Cheap Payments! Stk#H161014A
 2009  Honda Accord Coupe EXL .  . $9991
 Leather, Sunroof, Fully Serviced! Stk#P1556

To announce your 
Easter services in 

the Daily Mountain 
Eagle’s 2017 Church 

Directory, call 

Publishes on Good Friday, April 4th

(205) 221-2840

Syria’s Assad faces mounting
pressure after chemical attack

BEIRUT (AP) — Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s gov-
ernment came under
mounting international
pressure Thursday after a
chemical attack in north-
ern Syria, with even key
ally Russia saying its sup-
port is not unconditional.

Turkey, meanwhile, said
samples from victims of
Tuesday’s attack on the
northern opposition-held
town of Khan Sheikhoun,
which killed more than 80
people, indicate they were
exposed to sarin, a highly
toxic nerve agent.

Syria rejected the accu-
sations, and Moscow
warned against apportion-
ing blame until an investi-
gation has been carried
out.

Discussions meanwhile
continued at U.N. head-
quarters on a Security
Council resolution that
would condemn the chem-
ical attack.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said in an
interview with The Associ-
ated Press that “uncondi-
tional support is not
possible in this current
world.”

But he added that “it is
not correct to say that
Moscow can convince Mr.
Assad to do whatever is
wanted in Moscow. This is
totally wrong.”

Russia has provided mil-
itary support for the Syr-
ian government since
September 2015, turning
the balance of power in
Assad’s favor. Moscow has
used its veto power at the
Security Council on sev-
eral occasions since the
civil war began six years
ago to prevent sanctions
against Damascus.

The two countries “enjoy
a relationship of coopera-
tion, of exchange of views
and full mutual support,”
said Peskov, a spokesman
for President Vladimir
Putin. Assad and his army
are “the only real power in
Syria that can resist ter-
rorists on the ground,” he
said.

The Syrian government
maintains it didn’t use
chemical weapons, instead
blaming opposition fight-
ers for stockpiling the
chemicals. Russia’s De-
fense Ministry said the
toxic agents were released
when a Syrian airstrike
hit a rebel chemical
weapons arsenal and mu-
nitions factory on the east-
ern outskirts of the town of
Khan Sheikhoun.

“I stress, once again,
that the Syrian Arab Army
did not and will not use
such weapons even
against the terrorists who
are targeting our people,”
Syria’s Foreign Minister
Walid Moallem told re-
porters in Damascus.

President Donald
Trump on Wednesday con-
demned the attack, saying
it had crossed “many,
many lines” and put the
blame squarely on Assad’s
forces. 

But Trump refused to
say what the U.S. might do
in response and was more
reserved than many of his
top advisers — including

his U.N. envoy Nikki
Haley, who strongly hinted
some U.S. action was com-
ing.

German Foreign Minis-
ter Sigmar Gabriel wel-
comed Trump’s strong
condemnation, but warned
against a military escala-
tion and urged the U.S. to
support U.N.-backed talks.

French Foreign Minister
Jean-Marc Ayrault urged a
resumption of Syrian
peace talks and said he
wants Assad’s government
prosecuted over its alleged
use of chemical weapons.

He told CNews televi-
sion that a new U.N. reso-
lution and Syrian peace
negotiations should be a
top priority — not rushing
into new military inter-
ventions. 

Ayrault said that
“France is still seeking to
talk with its partners on
the Security Council ...
Russia in particular.”

“These crimes must not
remain unpunished. ...
One day, international jus-
tice will rule on Assad,”
Ayrault said.

DHA-Depo Photos via AP 

In this photo taken on Tuesday and made avail-
able Wednesday, Turkish experts evacuate a vic-
tim of alleged chemical weapons attacks in Syrian
city of Idlib at a local hospital in Reyhanli, Hatay ,
Turkey. A suspected chemical attack in a town in
Syria's rebel-held northern Idlib province killed
dozens of people on Tuesday, opposition activists
said, describing the attack as among the worst in
the country's six-year civil war.  
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