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THE DECADE IN REVIEW

Opening of Interstate 22 among top stories of past decade

Cheers, tears, prayers  

for 2020: A new decade  

is ushered in / A11

By JENNIFER COHRON

Daily Mountain Eagle

When the decade began, 

the people of Walker 

County still couldn’t reach 

Birmingham via Inter-

state 22, downtown Jasper 

wasn’t a lively place and 

no one was talking about 

opioid abuse as a local 

problem, much less a na-

tional epidemic.

Here are 10 stories that 

defined the decade of the 

2010s.

Interstate 22 opens

Authorized in 1978 as 

Corridor X, an interstate 

connecting Bir-

mingham to Mem-

phis took more 

than 30 years 

and $1 billion to 

complete. 

The final section opened 

in June 2016. Approxi-

mately 50 local officials 

and residents attended the 

ribbon cutting ceremony. 

One notable absence was 

former Congressman Tom 

Bevill, who died in 2005.

“Without the work of 

Tom Bevill, this interstate 

would not be here today,” 

Sen. Greg Reed said. “He 

worked tirelessly on this 

project, and he definitely 

deserves a lot of credit for 

it.”
Before leaving office, 

Bevill cut the ribbon in 

November 1996 on the 

first section of Corridor X 

to open in Walker Coun-

ty — a three-mile stretch 

from Alabama 69 South to 

Alabama 269. 

David Knight, executive 

director of the Walker 

County Development 

Authority, called the com-

pletion of the interstate 

“critical to the future of 

our area.”

Daily Mountain Eagle 

staff are currently work-

ing on a project on the 

history of Corridor X, re-

named Future Interstate 

22 in 2004, that should 

debut in 2020.

Opioid epidemic 

grips county

In January 2011, the 

Eagle reported that 

several Christmas cards 

mailed to the 

county contained 

heroin, which one 

law enforcement 

official said was a 

drug “that we don’t see a 

lot of in this area.”

By 2014, local law 

enforcement officers 

wwere reporting that 

heroin use was on the rise 

because prescription pills 

were becoming harder to 

obtain. Drug Enforcement 

Agency investigations that 

spanned several years 

culminated in the indict-

ments of Dr. Muhammad 

Wasim Ali of Walker 

Rural Health Care and 

Jasper pharmacist Rick 

Bolling in 2015. 

Walker County de-

veloped a reputation for 

being at the epicenter of 

the nation’s opioid crisis. 

According to statistics on 

the sale of pills published 

earlier this year by the 

Washington Post, nearly 9 

million pills a year flowed 

into a single Walker 

County pharmacy between 

2006 and 2012.

As heroin replaced 

painkillers, overdoses 

increased dramatical-

ly with some overdose 

victims being found with 

the needle still sticking 

in their arms. In 2016, 18 

overdoses resulting in one 

death were reported in the 

county in a single day.

Over the past two years, 

local groups have come 

together to seek ways to 

combat the problem. Pro-

grams such as the Mercy 

Project have helped get in-

dividuals into treatment. 

The Eagle reported in 

September that the county 

has received more than 

$1 million from several 

sources in the past year to 

address a range of needs 

related to the opioid crisis.

Tornadoes  

devastate county

“Total devastation” 

was the headline that 

appeared in the Eagle fol-

lowing the April 27, 2011, 

tornadoes that 

took nine lives and 

forever changed 

the landscape of 

the county as a 

whole and the city 

of Cordova.

The Walker County 

Long Term Recovery 

Committee worked for 

two years to get storm 

survivors into homes that 

were “safe, sanitary and 

secure.” The final home 

dedication was held on the 

second anniversary of the 

storms.
The projects were fund-
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The final segment of Interstate 22 officially opened to traffic in June 2016, completing a project that lasted more than 30 years 

and cost $1 billion.

See DECADE, A12
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East Walker officials look at 2020 goals

By RICK WATSON

Daily Mountain Eagle

The mayors of 

Dora, Sumiton, 

and Sipsey took a 

moment on Mon-

day to reflect on 

the past year and 

talk about what 

they would like 

to accomplish in 

2020.
Sumiton Mayor 

Petey Ellis said 

the city got 

started on a new sidewalk project 

for Main Street in November. Con-

struction began at Church Street 

near the Sumiton ball field and 

will go down the north side of Main 

Street to Oak Drive, which is near 

the Sumiton Post Office.

“We expect the construction work 

to be completed by early spring,” 

Ellis said.

The city also started work on a 

new ballfield, which should be com-

pleted by spring. “This will give us 

a regulation field for 7 and 8-year-

olds,” he said.

Ellis said they have grant ap-

plications for some paving proj-

ects, but they have not yet been 

approved. “We intend to do some 

paving in 2020 regardless,” he said.

The city had a good year, accord-

ing to Ellis. “There’s never enough 

money to do all you want to do, 

but we’ve been able to accomplish 

some things. We have free garbage 

pickup and or paramedics 24x7,” 

he said. “We have a lot of luxuries 

that other small towns don’t have.” 

Dora Mayor Randy Stephens 

weighed in on the city’s progress 

during 2019. Stephens and the city 

are pleased to complete the Veter-

Sumiton 
Mayor  

Petey Ellis

See GOALS, A12

Eagle unveils new 

front page design

From Staff Reports

The Daily Mountain Eagle has a new look on its 

front page, starting with today’s edition, with the 

most noticeable change being to its nameplate. The 

change is the first to the Daily Mountain Eagle’s 

nameplate in 20 years.

“It was time for a fresh look,” Publisher James 

Phillips said. “We have talked about redesigning 

our newspaper for a couple of years now, and start-

ing the new year off with a new front page seemed 

like perfect timing.” See DESIGN, A12

The Daily Mountain Eagle is the perfect place to 

advertise to the right audience at the right time. 

Invest back into your business. Learn more about 

this opportunity today by calling 205-221-2840.

Bob Bryan
Attorney At Law
“Nelson, Bryan and Cross benefits tremendously from our relation-
ship with the Daily Mountain Eagle. They are an invaluable source of 
advertising for us, providing consistent reminders about who we are 
and what we do. I could not be more pleased with our partnership 
with the Daily Mountain Eagle.”

testimonial:

P.O. Box 1469 | 1301 Viking Dr. | Jasper, AL | 205-221-2840 | www.mountaineagle.com
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2020 ADVERTISING RATES



Payment Terms
All non-account holding businesses must pre-pay for all advertising. Accounts may be set up by 
pre-paying $500 in advertising and complete a credit application.

Payment Options
Stated rates for all contract advertising services are conditional on payment by cash, check or 
credit card (American Express excluded).

Political advertising is accepted at current open rates and must be paid in advance. Non-Political 
advertisers may not use their current advertising agreements for political advertising.

Political Advertisements

display size classified size Tabloid size display ad 
deadlines

1 column   = 1.604” 

2 columns = 3.333” 

3 columns = 5.062” 

4 columns = 6.792” 

5 columns = 8.521” 

6 columns = 10.25”

1/8 PAGE
5.053” x 2.474” Tuesday DEADLINE

Friday, 3 P.M.
Wednesday DEADLINE

Monday, 12 Noon
Thursday DEADLINE

Tuesday, 12 Noon
Friday DEADLINE

Wednesday, 12 Noon
Saturday DEADLINE
Thursday, 12 Noon
Sunday DEADLINE

Thursday, 5 PM

1/4 PAGE
5.053” x 4.964”

1/2 PAGE TALL
5.083” x 10”

1/2 PAGE WIDE
10.25” x 4.96”

FULL PAGE
10.25” x 10”

Non-Profit Rate 
Church Rate 
Political Rate

$8.75 
$8.75 
$10.84

LOCAL RETAIL OPEN RATE...............$11.00

special rates

classified display open rate: ...$13.56
Monthly Volume Discount Rates:

16-75” 
76-150” 
151-300” 
301-525” 
526-750” 
751”+

$10.85 
$10.31 
$9.76 
$9.22 
$8.81 
$8.41

(20%) 
(24%) 
(28%) 
(32%) 
(35%) 
(38%)

SAVINGS

1 column   = 1.604” 

2 columns = 3.333” 

3 columns = 5.062” 

4 columns = 6.792” 

5 columns = 8.521” 

6 columns = 10.25”

Advertising Rates

Max color charge $229

FULL COLOR - $6 per column inch



BUSINESS NAME:
PACKAGE TYPE:
START DATE: 
END DATE: AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE:

SIGN ME UP TO SAVE!

BY THE WEEK
# OF RUN DAYS

1
2
3
4
5
6

OPEN RATE
35%
40%
45%
50%
55%

DISCOUNT COST PER AD (ROUNDED)
$355
$231
$213
$195
$177
$160

1/4$88
$57
$53
$48
$44
$40

1/16 $165
$107
$99
$91
$83
$74

1/8

BY THE MONTH
# OF RUN DAYS

4
8
12
16

25%
35%
45%
55%

DISCOUNT

BY THE YEAR
# OF RUN WEEKS

13
26
52

55%
60%
65%

DISCOUNT

(minimum 3 ads per week)

(must run within a 4 week window)

1/4 PAGE1/8 PAGE1/16 PAGE

COST PER AD (ROUNDED)

COST PER AD (ROUNDED)

$266
$231
$195
$160

1/4

$160
$142
$124

1/4

$66
$57
$48
$40

1/16

$40
$35
$31

1/16

$124
$107
$91
$74

1/8

$74
$66
$58

1/8



VARIETY PACKS
THESE FOUR-WEEK PACKAGES INCLUDE ENORMOUS DISCOUNTS

BUSINESS NAME:
PACKAGE TYPE:
START DATE: 
END DATE: AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE:

SIGN ME UP TO SAVE!

X2
1/4
PAGE

X4
HALF
PAGE

ELITE PACKAGE  $1,600
Includes four 1/2 page ads and two 1/4 page ads

Save
55%

X6
1/8
PAGE

PLUS PACKAGE  $650
Includes six 1/8th page ads and two 1/16 page ads

X2
1/16
PAGE

Save
40%

X5
1/4
PAGE

X1
HALF
PAGE

PREMIUM PACKAGE  $1,240
Includes one 1/2 page ad and five 1/4th page ads

Save
50%

X2
1/8
PAGE

STANDARD PACKAGE  $560
Includes two 1/8th page ads and six 1/16th page ads

X6
1/16
PAGE

Save
35%

X4
1/4
PAGE

X2
1/8
PAGE

ADVANTAGE PACKAGE  $960
Includes four 1/4th page ads and two 1/8th page ads

Save
45%

BASIC PACKAGE  $370
Includes one 1/8th page ads and four 1/16th page ads

X4
1/16
PAGE

Save
30%

X1
1/8
PAGE




