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OUTDOOR/INDOOR WEDDINGS

BRIDAL HOUSE INCLUDED

SOUND SYSTEM PROVIDED

INSULATED, HEATED & COOLED

INDOOR BATHROOMS

BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED

TABLES & CHAIRS PROVIDED

MINUTES AWAY FROM SMITH LAKE

LARGEST CHANDELIER IN THE AREA

SEATING UP TO 300 GUESTS

LOCATED JUST INSIDE THE 
BANKHEAD NATIONAL FORREST

(205) 272-4294 / (256) 502-8033

28233 Hwy. 195 N.
Double Springs, AL 35553

www.TheBarnAtShadyGrove.com

The Barn at Shady Grove

- The Barn at Shady Grove Farms
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Romance
that lasts forever

Southern Wholesale Jewelers
850 Hwy. 78 East, Jasper, AL

(205) 221-2074    
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YOUNG JEWELERSYOUNG JEWELERS
YOUNG JEWELERS

Historic Downtown Jasper

www.youngjewelers.com  |  (205) 221-6194#1 Jewelry store

Choice
Awards

Readers’

2017

Bridal RegistryEngagement Rings

Mr. and Mrs. Justin Kamplain

“It was everything I dreamed of and more! Young Jewelers made 
registering for our wedding an exciting experience but also an 

educational one. From helping us choose our place setting to silverware 
and everything in between, they were there from start to finish. They 
were also very helpful with exchanges and the process of getting just 

what we wanted. Their online registry made it so easy to track orders and 
share with friends and family who were part of our special day!”

- caroline rector Kamplain  |  Fall 2016 Y.J. Bride

Mr. and Mrs. Lesley Odom

“Words cannot properly express the gratitude we have for 
Debbie Sanders and her staff at Young Jewelers. Making such an important 

decision on the perfect ring can be intimidating but Young Jewelers was 
there to help guide us. I was sure I wanted to pick a loose stone and I wanted 

a setting with character. I left very satisfied and I felt I would shop there 
from this point forward. We purchased our wedding bands and other pieces of 

jewelry there because Young Jewelers is family that has high quality items 
with the best customer service around.” 

- Lesley and amanda odom  |  spring 2015 Y.J. Bride

YJ’s rave reviews from engagement to bridal registrY!
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The

Ultimate 
Countdown
Wedding Checklist

10–12 Months To Go... 6–9 Months To Go...

3–5 Months To Go...

Find ideas. Start browsing bridal blogs and 
magazines to identify your wedding style and
color palette.

Figure out a budget.

Compile your preliminary guest list (you’ll need 
that guest count!).

Choose your wedding party—who do you want by 
your side at the altar?

Find a venue for your ceremony and reception, 
and reserve your date.

Now that you have a date, tell everyone to save it! 
For destination weddings or weddings around a 
holiday, consider sending save-the-date cards or 
emails. Or create your own wedding web site, and 
let your invitees know about it.

Start looking for your dress and begin assembling 
the perfect accessories.

Visit a bridal fair.

Look for vendors to make your day spectacular.
     > Caterer, photographer/videographer

(WHEN YOU HIRE A VENDOR, MAKE SURE TO GET   
ALL OF THE DETAILS IN WRITING!)

Continue researching, interviewing and booking 
vendors...
     > Decide on arrangements with your floral    
       designer.
     > Do a tasting and choose your wedding 
        cake with your cake designer.
     > Hire the DJ/entertainment for your 
        ceremony, cocktail hour and reception.
     > Discuss the style and wording of your 
        wedding invitations with a stationer.

Create your gift registry (and don’t forget to 
update your wedding website!).

Arrange hotel room blocks for out-of-town guests 
and book your own suite for the wedding night.

Shop for bridesmaids/flower girl dresses and give 
your attendants clear instructions on how to place 
their orders.

Book the rehearsal and rehearsal dinner location.

If you’re including entertainment or specialty 
details like a groom’s cake, now is the time to lock 
in these elements.

Put together a guest list.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

You are engaged! Now what?
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3–5 Months To Go (cont.)...

6–8 Weeks To Go...

3–5 Weeks To Go...

1–2 Weeks To Go...

Reserve all necessary party rentals and linens.

Order wedding favors for your guests. 

Shop for and reserve men’s formal wear.

Concentrate on finalizing the 
     > Guest list. Get everyone’s mailing addresses.
     > Invitation wording.
     > Ceremony readings and vows.
     > Menu, beverage and catering details.
     > Timeline of the reception formalities.

Do a makeup and hair trial and book your stylists. 
While you’re at it, come up with your own beauty 
and fitness regimen to be camera-ready for the 
big day.

Shop for and purchase your wedding rings.

Finalize honeymoon plans and obtain all necessary 
documents. If necessary for travel, be sure your 
passports are up to date.

You’re getting close... Mail out those invitations! 
Have a game plan for recording the RSVPs and 
meal choices.

Touch base with your vendors to confirm date, 
deposits and details.

Start researching marriage license requirements 
and name-change paperwork.

Begin your dress fittings. Be sure to buy the 
appropriate undergarments beforehand.

So you think you can dance? Consider taking a 
dance lesson with your fiancé—a good way to 
break in your bridal shoes!

Give the wedding party a nudge—make sure 
they’ve ordered all necessary attire.

Write thank-you cards for shower gifts and any 
early wedding gifts received.

Send out rehearsal dinner invitations. If your 
get-together will be informal, feel free to send an 
E-vite.

Finalize and confirm
     > Wedding vows and readings with your   
       officiant.
     > Shot list with your photographer/
        videographer.
     > Song list for ceremony, cocktail hour and 
        reception with your DJ and/or band/
        musicians.
     > Wedding night and honeymoon 
        accommodations.

Obtain marriage license and complete name-
change documents, if possible.

Pick up your wedding rings and proofread any 
engraving!

If you’re the traditional type, do your have 
something old, new, borrowed and blue?

Purchase your guest book, toasting flutes, cake 
servers, unity candle and all of that good stuff.

Have your final dress fitting. Bring your shoes and 
accessories for the full impact.

Sigh. Hunt down whoever hasn’t RSVP’d yet.

Give your caterer/venue the final guest count.

Arrange seating and create the seating chart and/
or place cards.

Pick up your gown. Swoon.

Confirm arrival times and finalize the wedding 
timeline with vendors and the wedding party—
make sure your maid of honor has a copy, too.

Put together your own bridal emergency kit.

Speaking of emergencies, check the weather 
report. If things look iffy, contact your venue to 
make sure a contingency plan is in place.

Start packing for your honeymoon.

In desperate need of a facial or massage? Now’s 
the time to squeeze one in.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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The Day Before

Here Comes The Bride!

After the Honeymoon...

Make sure all wedding-day items are packed/laid 
out and ready to go! (Don’t forget the rings and 
marriage license.)

Figure out tips and final payments for vendors. 
Put them in clearly marked envelopes and give 
them to the best man or another person you trust 
to hand out at the reception. 

Assign someone to pack up your gifts/belongings 
after the reception (don’t forget the top tier of 
your cake).

Thank your BFF for agreeing to return your 
groom’s tux and other rental items the day after 
the wedding. 

Enjoy a mani-pedi.

Attend the rehearsal and dinner. Now’s the time to 
give out wedding party gifts.

Try to go to bed early. You need your beauty sleep 
tonight.

Allow plenty of time for the bride beautification 
process.

Do the rounds at your wedding—greet everyone 
and thank them for coming.

Take a deep breath. Stop to appreciate your new 
spouse and the day that you spent so much time 
planning.

Write and send thank you cards. 
(Don’t procrastinate!)

Complete your registry and exchange any 
unwanted or duplicate gifts.

Have your wedding dress cleaned and preserved 
by a reputable company.

Keep in touch with your photographer/
videographer to work on albums, DVDs, etc.

ENJOY WEDDED BLISS...

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•  916  Hwy. 78 E • J ASPER , AL  •  221-5233
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Although designs and decorations can differ from event to 
event, there is an art to wedding planning, says Christopher 

Confero.
“This was the perfect balance of 

a career that allowed me to get my 
creative juices flowing,” said Confe-
ro, who started Christopher Confero 
Design nearly 10 years ago. 

“I really handle the details for 
every little piece of the puzzle for my 
parties, from everything from lighting 
to linens to flowers to the cake,” he 
said.

Confero’s said he also enjoys 
being his own boss, traveling and 
meeting new people but the most 
important part of the job is planning 
the right wedding for each client.

“Anything in the creative indus-
try, it’s always up for interpretation,” 
Confero said. “What I do is subjec-
tive. ... My job is to enhance my 
clients’ style and interject that with 
the way I know large-scale parties 
should run.”

Originally from Walker County, 
Confero attended Walker High School, where he was involved in 
show choir and the theater department. His design philosophy is 
influenced by his background in the arts. 

Story by Lea Rizzo  |  Photos by Armosa Photography

Details
is in the

love
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After high school, Confero went to Auburn University.
“I was a public relations major at Auburn. When you come from PR and 

marketing with a background of theater and the arts, it just kind of fit together” 
and led me to wedding designing, he said. “It’s not just a desk job where I feel I 
would be withering away and all of my creative energy wouldn’t be put to good 
use.”

While Confero’s job is to create beautiful events, he says the most frustrating 
part of his job is dealing with everything that leads up to planning the event.

“Most of my job is to make things beautiful,” Confero said. “But, in that, 
you also have to deal with personalities and family dynamics and budgets. ... 
Dealing with the business side of my job is never much fun.”

He said that many months of work and planning goes into making a 
wedding or party happen. “It’s not what people see on TV, and what’s projected 
about the events industry is never really how it goes,” he explained.

Confero said his favorite event is always the one he’s done most recently.
“I’ve learned from every party that I’ve done before it. I’ve learned what I do 

well, what I can do better and what I can improve on,” he said. “So the last event 
that I’ve done is the accumulation of all of those other events in the past.” •
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Full service catering: 
rehearsals, weddings, bridal teas, showers and luncheons.

cHeF statiOns alsO availaBle 
sucH as sOutHern, tacO anD Pasta

Wedding and Catering Prices
starting at:

• $9 per person (includes 2 sides)
Ex. - Grilled Center Cut Pork Loin Chop

- Grilled Greek Style Chicken
- Creole Fried Chicken

• $10 per person (includes 2 sides)
Ex. - Smoked Pork Shoulder

- Slow And Low Prime Grade Brisket
- Fresh Gulf Crab Cakes

• $15 per person (includes 2 sides)
Ex. - Grilled Beef Tenderloin Medallions

- Fresh Steelhead Salmon

Custom wedding and 
groom cakes from 

Kelly rigsby of Five 
Loaves Bakery.

Find Us On Facebook: 
Black Rock Bistro or 
Five Loaves Bakery

(205) 387-0282 
gblackrock@aol.com 

j a s p e r
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Full Service Spa Boutique 
located in

Facials. Massages. and Much More!

TheSlyFoxJaSper.com . 1917 commerce ave. (205) 265-2448

Historic Downtown Jasper

Book your event (256) 347-4717  |  212 4th St. SW, Cullman, AL

This historic 
downtown cotton 

warehouse has 
been transformed 

into a beautiful 
venue perfect for 

any occasion.

WeddingS, MeeTingS, 

FundrAiSerS, ProMS 

And More!

Cullman
Alabama
Event 
Venue

Fabulous
Events...
The Rest
Is History
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Two high school sweethearts tied the knot late last 
year, and their wedding was not only a celebration of the 
future but a remembrance of the 10-year journey leading 
to their special day. 

Ben and Brandy’s love story began over 10 years ago 
in a geometry class at Oakman High School in 2006. 

Brandy says the connection was instant. “I was im-
mediately attracted to Ben because of his humor. Still to 
this day, he always keeps me laughing,” she said. “I can 
be having a terrible day, and he always knows how to 
turn it around. I believe that is one reason our relation-
ship has been so successful.”

Their first date was to enjoy a meal at Sonic Drive-In 
and watch “The Pursuit of Happyness” at Jasper’s old 
theater.

“We were not just a couple,” Ben said. “We were 
best friends that relied on one another. We shared a 
locker together, we ate lunch together, we did everything 
together, because we absolutely loved being with one 
another all the time.”

Over the past several years Ben and Brandy have fo-
cused on their education and careers. Ben has a job with 
the U.S. Postal Service, while Brandy recently graduated 
from the Birmingham School of Law.

Brandy and her father, Harold Feltman, always had 
a close bond. In May 2015, Harold passed away, but not 
before Ben asked him an important question.

“A couple of weeks before my dad passed away, Ben 
asked him if it would be OK for us to get married,” Bran-
dy said. “It was really special to me that Ben was able 
to ask my dad before he passed. Dad’s response was, ‘I 
wouldn’t want her marrying anyone else.’” 

Story by Nicole Smith  |  Photos special to the Daily Mountain Eagle

Couple marries after a decade

High School
SweetheartS
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She continued, “I don’t regret waiting to get married until I finished school. It’s what my 
dad wanted.”

A few months later in September 2015, Ben popped the question while he and Brandy 
were on a trip to the beach. She said yes.

Mr. and Mrs. Tubbs married on Nov. 20, 2016, in front of 125 of their closest family and 
friends at Berry Methodist Church.

Brandy wore a strapless sweetheart chiffon and lace ball gown purchased at The Some-
thing Blue Shoppe in Hartselle, Ala., and designed by Justin Alexander, while Ben wore a suit 
designed by Calvin Klein. 

There were six bridesmaids and six groomsmen, one flower girl and two ring bearers as 
part of the wedding party.

Brandy’s mom, Wanda Feltman, walked her down the aisle, and during the ceremony a 
white rose was placed in a vase to symbolize her father.

The bride also stuck with tradition.
“My mom gave me her vintage diamond watch as my something old, diamond and 

pearl earrings as my something new, my mother-in-law’s necklace as my something bor-
rowed and a blue heart made out of my dad’s shirt as my something blue was placed in the 
train of my dress. A sixpence was also placed in my shoe,” she said.

In addition to Brandy’s dress, she had a special pair of shoes designed that incorporated 
illustrations of significant milestones, people and special memories. 

Dana Beavers designed flowers for the wedding, wedding planners Teresa Miller and 
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Sherry Stovall were in charge of food and decorations and Letisha Williams was the photog-
rapher. Gail Simpson was the wedding coordinator.

After the wedding ceremony a reception was held where Ben and Brandy danced to 
“Thinking Out Loud” by Ed Sheeran. Austin Riddle of the Alabama School of Fine Arts per-
formed for guests and played the piano.   

Barb Sullivan, who has appeared on TLC’s Ultimate Cake Off and Food Network, 
designed the couple’s wedding cake. A variety of food and drink options were available for 
guests, including a special area where grilled cheese sandwiches were served as a nod to 
Brandy’s father.

At Feltman’s Grocery in Corona, Ala., her father would sell a popular “commodity 
cheese” at his business.

“People would travel from all over the southeast to get that cheese,” Brandy said, adding 
that the grilled cheese sandwiches at the wedding were “a big hit.” “My dad was very much 
a part of the wedding,” she said.

Ben said one of his favorite dining options was at the reception, as well.
“My request for the wedding was to have a taco bar. The taco bar was a great success,” 

he said.
After the reception, the Tubbs’ left in a shiny, red 1940 Ford Coupe owned by Randy and 

Pamela Turner. Their honeymoon was spent at Walt Disney World in Florida.
“It was a fairy tale come true to be able to marry and spend the rest of my life with my 

best friend,” Brandy said. “We look forward to what the future holds for us.”
Brandy and Ben reside in Corona. •
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The award winning Huckleberry Farm, nestled in the hills just outside
 Jasper city limits, promises a wonderful experience for your special day. 
It was voted #2 Most Epic Wedding Venue in Alabama, #1 wedding venues 
by the local Readers’ Choice Awards, and #2 most beautiful places to get 

married by AL.com. Huckleberry Farm is the only in-house full service 
venue for weddings, parties, or other events in Jasper. From the bouquet to 
the banquet hall, they help plan and produce a beautifully unique event just 

for you. Locally owned and operated by Lisa Brown.

Huckleberry Farm
59 Huckleberry Ln, Jasper, AL 35504  |  (205) 717-9534

Find us at www.myhuckleberryfarm.com

“Where Rustic Meets Elegance”

Call Lisa today to schedule your private tour at (205) 717-9534.
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The award winning Huckleberry Farm, nestled in the hills just outside
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It was voted #2 Most Epic Wedding Venue in Alabama, #1 wedding venues 
by the local Readers’ Choice Awards, and #2 most beautiful places to get 

married by AL.com. Huckleberry Farm is the only in-house full service 
venue for weddings, parties, or other events in Jasper. From the bouquet to 
the banquet hall, they help plan and produce a beautifully unique event just 

for you. Locally owned and operated by Lisa Brown.

Huckleberry Farm
59 Huckleberry Ln, Jasper, AL 35504  |  (205) 717-9534

Find us at www.myhuckleberryfarm.com

“Where Rustic Meets Elegance”

Call Lisa today to schedule your private tour at (205) 717-9534.
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Each Other
ForMeant

?
Story by Jennifer Cohron

Things to discuss before the wedding
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EngagEd couplEs      spend months planning every detail of their 
wedding day, but sometimes they fail to make important decisions about the life they will 
build together.

One topic that can have long-term consequences if overlooked is “Are we compati-
ble?”

Couples who come to Dr. Lloyd Stilley, pastor of Jasper First Baptist Church, for premar-
ital counseling complete the Taylor-Johnson Temperament Analysis before their first session.

The 180-question assessment measures 18 dimensions of personality, such as nervous 
versus composed, hostile versus tolerant and impulsive versus practical.

A couple’s answers reveal not only how well they know each other but also how each 
will think or behave in various situations.

“There have been couples who I have told, ‘You are a volcano waiting to blow, and it’s 
not going to take much.’ It shows me where the train wrecks are going to happen, and we 
can target that directly,” Stilley said.

Stilley also works with couples to ensure that unhealthy behaviors they may have wit-
nessed in childhood or that contributed to a divorce of their own aren’t repeated in the new 
relationship.

“How did mom and dad handle disagreements? Was it the silent treatment, a dish 
throwing session or somewhere in between? We tend to replay the tapes of what we have 
experienced. In the case of divorce, you have to get to the bottom of that painful, ripping 
experience or you will repeat the mistakes of the past,” Stilley said.

Couples whose personalities are perfectly compatible still have a range of topics to 
discuss before they say their vows.

Will they have kids right away – or ever? Will both parents continue to work once a 
child is born? Who will handle the finances? Where will the family worship and spend 
holidays?

Pastor Ben Godwin of Goodsprings Full Gospel Church uses a checklist while counsel-
ing that contains these questions and several others that he jokes should not be part of the 
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Mr. Hicks 
Mens Wear

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman, AL
www.suitsformen.com

256-739-1007  |  256-590-6514

Specializing in Men’s Suits or Tuxedos 
Available for Purchase or Rent

Ask us about:
Free Groom’s Rental, Special Group Pricing

Drop off & Pick Up Service, Out-Of-Town Groomsmen  Dian e ’ s FORMAL AFFAIR

 1608 5th  A ve.
 Jasper, A L

 205| 221-3570

 1608 5th  A ve.
 Jasper, A L

 205| 221-3570

 D ressin g  
 th e 

 South ’s 
 M ost 

 B eautiful 
 B rid es 
 Sin ce 
 1985

 D ressin g  
 th e 

 South ’s 
 M ost 

 B eautiful 
 B rid es 
 Sin ce 
 1985

 w w w .d ian esform alaffair.com

Beauty
For Your Big Day

Choice
Awards

Readers’

2017

1307 2nd St. NE, Jasper, AL  |  (205) 265-3544
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conversation on a first date.
“You don’t want to hit all of this heavy stuff at the beginning, but certainly as you get 

engaged and approach the serious commitment of marriage, these are issues that need to 
be discussed and there needs to be some kind of agreement on them,” he said.

Relationships with in-laws also need to be part of the discussion, according to 
Godwin.

He emphasizes a principle called “leave and cleave,” which is based on Genesis 
2:24 – “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife: and they shall be one flesh.”

A new husband and wife must leave home geographically, emotionally and finan-
cially, Godwin said.

“Sometimes people’s loyalty to their parents overrules their loyalty to their spouse. 
There needs to be a healthy separation there,” Godwin said.

Godwin also encourages couples to practice togetherness.
“Too many couples live separate lives and basically what they have in common is 

they share the same address. It’s easy to be together during the infatuation stage, but as 
you do life over time, there is a natural tendency to drift apart,” Godwin said.

Stilley and Godwin both provide a Biblical definition of love to couples, one that 
views it as a lifetime commitment rather than a temporary feeling.

“The world delivers a me-centric message. Are my needs being met? Am I happy? 
Christianity’s framework is self-denial,” Stilley said.

Although it is impossible for any counselor to know which marriages will last, the 
couples most likely to stay together have several things in common.

A spiritual framework that includes personal salvation, a strong support system and 
communication that is clear and respectful are a few of the keys to success cited by 
Stilley and Godwin.

“Good marriages don’t just happen. You have to work at it and treat marriage like a 
tender plant that needs time and attention. Anything you neglect deteriorates, including 
relationships,” Godwin said. •
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 T h e N arrow  G ate R anch
 Simple Southern Elegance

 5652 B ird F arm  R d., Jasper, A L • T h eN arrow G ateR anch.com  • (205) 387-8051
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203 3rd Ave. NW, Jasper  |  (205) 275-7335

Cakes and Catering For Weddings, 
Bridal Teas And Special Events

Michelle’s

211 East 19th St., Jasper  |   (205) 221-1352
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Nuptial 
   Nightmares

Ministers retell wedding mishaps

Story by James Phillips

When unforeseen circumstances threaten to ruin a couple’s 
happy wedding day, it is often the unspoken job of the minister 
officiating the ceremony to help handle any issue that pops up.

The Daily Mountain Eagle reached out to several area ministers 
to find out how they have reacted in times of wedding crisis. Here 
are their humorous, horrific and somewhat heartwarming stories:
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One of the greatest “job perks” of being 
a Pastor is the legal and spiritual authority to 
perform wedding ceremonies.  Of course it’s 
one I don’t take lightly, and I do have require-
ments.  However, no matter how intense the 
pre-wedding preparation is, I’ve learned to 
simply relax and laugh at some of the mishaps 
I’ve encountered.

A couple of years ago a good friend of 
mine called me up on the telephone. She had 
been through a nasty and somewhat unexpect-
ed divorce, and after a time of heartbreak had 
found the man that God had prepared for her 
and her precious children. I’d been paying close 
attention to her during this time. I watched as 
her new love had 
provided com-
fort and security 
through not only 
her aftermath of 
divorce, but also 
through one trag-
edy after another 
in the months to 
follow.

We had spo-
ken on several oc-
casions about the 
two being married, 
and how she asked 
me to perform the 
ceremony at the 
time.  I was looking 
forward to this and 
could easily see 
that in the next few 
months wedding 
bells would be 
inevitable.

When I an-
swered the phone 
that afternoon, our 
conversation wasn’t what I’d been preparing 
for:

“Hey, TJ! What are you doing at this very 
moment?”

Being as precise as possible, I answered 
her. “At this very moment I’m putting my fork 
down on my plate to get more spaghetti.  I’m 
watching a movie and sitting on my couch. 
What’s up?”

“Oh, Jason and I are driving down the 
road talking.  Are you still interested in marry-
ing us?”

I confirmed.
“Great, TJ! Can we swing by in about five 

minutes? We have our license and want to 

go ahead and get it done before we go back 
home.”

I almost choked on a meatball as I asked 
her to repeat herself. She did, and after catch-
ing my breath I agreed to get them to hesitate 
for little while so we could plan better.

“How much time do you need? How about 
45 minutes at the Walker County Lake?”

Realizing that I was doing a wedding that 
afternoon whether I wanted to or not, I slipped 
my shoes on and met them, laughing and shak-
ing my head the entire way.

“We’re gonna join hands, and don’t want 
any vows. Just ask us if we do, and let’s say 
yes.”

Wasting no 
time, I looked at 
the groom and 
asked, “Dude, you 
know she’s crazy, 
right? Are you sure 
you want to do 
this?” I wanted to 
make sure he had 
one final chance 
to understand his 
steps before tying 
the noose — er, 
“knot.”

His response 
was a catapult into 
the ceremony as 
he looked at her 
and passionately 
said, “I do.”

“Well, April- 
are you really seri-
ous about wanting 
to do this also?”

“Yes!! Do you 
pronounce us now 
and we kiss?”

I was stunned, although I’m not sure why. 
What was meant as a question of certainty 
before beginning the ceremony had been mis-
taken for the ceremony itself.

I laughed, pronounced them and per-
mitted them to kiss. The entire wedding took 
48 seconds, and after a few “professional” 
snapshots with my iPhone, I announced Mr. & 
Mrs. Jason Reed to the squirrels and fishermen 
in the distance.

I’m glad to say that while their wedding 
ceremony that day was not planned, to watch 
how these two have proceeded in their mar-
riage based on such an incredible amount of 
love is absolutely breathtaking!

(Shared by T.J. Armstrong, pastor at Parrish Church of God of Prophecy)

The Shortest Ceremony ever
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My funniest wedding story would be the 
time I performed a wedding for a girl that is 
one of my lifelong best friends.

With that being said, all of her brides-
maids were also either very close to me or re-
lated to me. I didn’t, however, know her groom 
very well. They had met after college, and he 
was from a different state.

The day of the wedding, while the brides-
maids were getting dressed for pictures, the 
matron of honor, who was also my then sister-
in-law, had a wardrobe malfunction. Her zipper 
ended up coming apart. I was called on due 
to my strength to hold the back of the dress 
together while repairs were made.

While this repair was in progress, the 
other bridesmaids continued getting ready in 
the same room. Please understand that I had 
known all of these ladies my whole life and 
was related to some of them. I really didn’t 
think anything of it, and neither did any of 
them. Obviously, my eyes were averted to the 
task at hand.

The nightmare part came about when 
out of the blue, the groom’s mother (whom I 
didn’t know) came barging into this room and 
oh dear Lord!!! The fox was in the hen house, 

and she apparently was quite taken aback by 
my presence in the girls’ dressing room. When 
she found the ability to speak, she began to 
yell. I guess she was so shocked and appalled 
that she couldn’t put her yell into any particu-
lar word or group of words.

To me and the ladies in the room, who 
were simply going about the business of 
getting ready for a wedding, the cries of the 
groom’s mother scared the crap out us! We 
had no idea what the issue was! I immediately 
went into police mode to identify and thus 
be able to neutralize the threat that was the 
source of said screaming. It took me a few 
minutes before I realized that I was said threat!

The really funny part of this came when 
about four of my church leaders came to 
investigate the ruckus. I can only imagine what 
they must have thought when they found 
me in a dressing room with ladies in various 
stages of undress. They had been frightened 
by the yelling of the groom’s mother and 
were diving for cover as male church leaders 
entered the dressing room. It was quite the 
commotion before we were able to straight-
en everything out! It was definitely a case of 
things aren’t always what they appear to be!

(Shared by Heath Allred, ordained minister and Jasper police officer) 

The Fox in the hen house
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I had not been a minister for very long, 
but I still felt like I was prepared for the task 
ahead. I had officiated funerals, performed 
baptisms, preached sermons, conducted coun-
seling sessions, and even made it through the 
sacred Christmas season all in one piece. So, 
how hard could officiating a wedding be?

It was my first wedding as a minister and I 
just knew it would go perfectly. I had the honor 
of cutting my teeth in a ceremony that was to 
honor the bond of holy matrimony between 
my own sister and my soon-to-be brother-
in-law. The weather was perfect, the families 
were getting along, and my perspiration was 
somehow under control. I just knew I would 
add this to my “ministry portfolio” as a success; 
that was until the slithering embodiment of all 
things terrible arrived to join the festivities.

The wedding was to take place outdoors 
in lovely Shelby County with a quiet pond as a 
backdrop and a stunning English castle off to 
the side. The Alabama water moccasin did not 
receive an invitation; however, he did not seem 
to care. It was minutes before the ceremony 
and I am terrified of these tools of the dark 
side, so I was of no help when he made his way 
towards the podium. I interpreted this as a 
sign and was prepared to make the executive 
decision to call off the wedding but thankfully, 
my soon to be brother-in-law’s father has more 
guts than I. He caught and returned our leg-
less friend to his pond just in time for the bride 
to prepare to walk the aisle.

I thought the worst was now behind us 
until I noticed the groom and his groomsmen 
were not making their way to the staging area 
outside the castle to begin the start of the cer-

emony. Somehow, this became my problem, so 
I did what any great leader does — I delegated. 
I entrusted a longtime family friend, who just 
happened to be the former Sunday school 
teacher for the groomsmen when they were 
in high school, to go to the groom’s cabin and 
check on the situation.

The report was returned; they were all 
well intoxicated. These were good, Baptist 
raised, young men in front of a crowded wed-
ding with a minister who had never done this 
before and they picked now to pretend they 
were still underclassmen in a fraternity. I don’t 
know what the bride said to the groomsmen, 
but somehow, they stumbled down the aisle 
and managed to fool the majority of the crowd 
into thinking they were just really excited 
about being at this wedding. It was not, how-
ever, void of catcalls, and boisterous expres-
sions of congratulations to their dear friend, 
the groom.

It was nerve-racking and wreaked of 
cheap bourbon, but we all made it through. 
It was not what I pictured the first wedding I 
officiated would look like and I’m fairly sure 
the bride had a couple points of criticism, but 
it all worked out. I would not trade that day 
for anything, (well, I would probably trade the 
snake) and I am happy to report that the bride 
and groom are still happily married.

Being a minister isn’t always easy and 
being a minister at a wedding certainly isn’t 
easy; however, it is an amazing thing to stand 
alongside a new couple as their eyes light up 
as they picture their future together. It is truly a 
privilege like no other and words do not begin 
to do it justice.

(Shared by Matt Taul, ordained minister and insurance agent)

The Serpent and the 
Snockered groomsmen
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Before my brother’s wedding, which I 
officiated, the best man kept telling every-
one he had lost the wedding ring.

He was very calm and was known 
to play pranks, so no one, including me, 
thought anything about it. The best man 
was joking around and having a good time 
throughout the day, but about once an hour 
he would just mention that he couldn’t find 
the ring.

About 45 minutes before the ceremo-
ny, the best man whispered to me, “I know 
you’re playing a joke on your brother, but I’m 
going to need that ring.”

The problem was that I didn’t have it, 
the best man didn’t have it and my brother 
had no clue where it was.

We searched through the church only 
to find no ring. We searched the cars and still 
no ring. We were about 25 minutes from the 
beginning of the wedding at this point. I tell 
my brother to get in my car and we drove to 
the nearby hotel where they were spending 
the night. We searched the room and the 
ring is in my brother’s bag. We make it back 
(sweating), start the ceremony and no one 
has a clue what has happened other than the 
four groomsmen, my brother and me.

(Shared by Adam Brewer, pastor at Glory Fellowship Baptist Church)

The missing Ring
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We Offer:

Dr. Katherine Flanagan

(205) 578-1799

Shades Valley Dermatology offers medical and cosmetic 
dermatology in our Jasper location. Let us help you get more 
radiant and healthy skin for your special day or for any day!

• cosmetic mole removal  • acne treatments
• chemical peels  • microneedlinG  

• injectables  • skin cancer checks

300 North Airport Rd., Suite 2, Jasper, AL 35504
www.ShadesValleyDerm.com

221 19th St. W., Jasper, AL  |  (205) 221-1903 Mon.–Sat. 

A great choice for your next event...
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Up Up
Away&

Your one-stop indoor/outdoor 
wedding and reception store.

Tables  |  Chairs

Registry Stands  |  Florals

Plant Stands  |  Lights

Columns  |  Cake Stands

Chaffing Dishes  |  Hurricane Lamps

White Linens  |  Prayer Bench 

Silver Centerpieces + More

600 20th Ave. E, 
Jasper, AL 35501

(205) 384-3689

 y  p T h e C ur ios it y  Sh o p

 1007 22nd St. W • Jasper, AL 
 www.wandasformalwear.com

 387-1010

 Wedding Gowns & Accessories
 Tuxedos
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 221-0110
 www.wabt.com
 221-0110 221-0110

 www.wabt.com www.wabt.com

 It’s your bank. ™
 NMLS#486007

 Home Loan Experts

 MEMBER
 FDIC

 WE DO LOANS FOR
 FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS

 HOME LOAN EXPERTS

 National  MENSWEAR

 Suits and Tuxedos in luxurious fabrics, distinquished 
 styling and a striking silhouette just for you! From classic 

 black to the hottest colors, come suit up with us!

 We’ve got your look for Wedding or Prom!

 Hwy 78 & Airport Rd. Intersection, Jasper   387-8515

 9-6  M-F  •  9 -1  Sa t . 9 -6  M-F  •  9 -1  Sa t . 9 -6  M-F  •  9 -1  Sa t .

 Groom’s  Tux FREE!* *with complete  rental of 6 in  Wedding Party
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Choice
Awards

Readers’

2016
Voted Best Place To 

Buy Gifts In Jasper, Alabama

The Very Idea

819 Airport Rd. South, Jasper, AL 35501
(205) 384-0863  |  www.TheVeryIdea.gifts

Perfect Gifts For Those Special Moments

Bridal registry availaBle


