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 Your Story Starts At Bevill State
  SPRING REGISTRATION BEGINS NOVEMBER 14!

 It is the policy of the Alabama Community College System, its Board of Trustees, and Bevill State Co mmunity College, a postsecondary 
 institution under its control, that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, disability, sex,  religion, creed, national origin, or age, be 
 excluded from participation in, be denied the benefit of, or be subjected to discrimination under an y program, activity, or employment.

‘God, show me their heart ... ‘
Jasper woman finds purpose in helping troubled youth

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

The names of Star King’s clients are
often obscured by labels like “trouble-
maker” and “underachiever.”

As a youth advocate, she tries to con-
nect with the person beneath the labels.

“I’m praying, ‘God, show me their
heart. Show me what’s really wrong
with this kid.’ If you’re acting out,
there’s a reason. A lot of people want to
fix it by saying, ‘Stop doing this’ or ‘stop
doing that,’ but that doesn’t fix the
issue. I want to figure out the main
problem to make it easier for them to
get on the right path,” King said.

King makes a point to listen closely
to the teenagers and preteens who
come to her on probation or with a
track record of truancy.

The stories she hears are often heart-
breaking and usually have been re-
peated for generations.

To help her clients get beyond a
string of bad choices, she makes her
own goals for them clear and encour-
ages them to set their own.

“I have them create a weekly goal
board because once you start meeting
one goal, you’re inspired to do more,”
King said.

No dream is too big. One client
wanted to own his own basketball
team, for example. 

However, King is also quick to point
out that reaching big goals starts with

more immediate and manageable ones,
like passing English class.

For King, working with troubled
teens is more of a personal ministry
than a career path.

After graduating from Walker High
School in 2005, she contemplated be-
coming a teacher.

Instead, she took a job in Huntsville
as a counselor with the U.S. Space and

Rocket Center’s Space Camp. 
She later moved back to Jasper and

worked for several years as a preschool
teacher.

When a position in the Youth Advo-
cacy Program became available four
months ago, she felt God drawing her
closer to her true purpose.

“These kids face so much. They’re cry-
ing out for help, but who’s listening?”

King said.
King believes that her clients respond

to compassion, which she said comes
from her relationship with God as well
as her own experiences as a single
mother.

“There are enough people who are
telling them bad. I try to show love to
them and let them know that I care
about their choices,” King said.
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Star King is a youth advocate for local teens who are on probation or have a track record of truancy. King’s first ex-
perience with youth came in her church, where she taught dance to several drama teams and led Sunday School
classes.

“These kids face so much.
They’re crying out for help,
but who’s listening? ...
There are enough people
who are telling them bad. I
try to show love to them and
let them know that I care
about their choices.”

- Star King

nent home for the old
archives. 

The genealogy society has
boxes of probate and other
documents from the Walker
County Courthouse. 

Wade would love to house
the wealth of family books,
pictures, military medals,
and other family artifacts
collected through the years.

Any area company inter-
ested in help in this preser-

vation effort should reach
out to the Genealogy Society
to find out how to get in-
volved. 

The Walker County Ge-
nealogy Society meets the
fourth Thursday of each
month in the meeting room
of Carl Elliot Regional Li-
brary in Jasper. Members
begin gathering just after
noon, but the official meeting
kicks off at 1 p.m. 

Wade From Page 14
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Just a few of the items used by Bobbye Wilson Wade to research her family’s history. 



By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

As a toddler, Laura Lee Ellis used to crawl around her
mother’s office at Sumiton Elementary-Middle School.
Deb Ellis, Laura’s mom, served as counselor at the school
from 1979 to 1991. Laura has followed in her mother’s
footsteps, now in her first year as a counselor at Sumiton
Elementary School.

“Children a lot of times do what they see, and they fol-
low the path that they see their parents do many times,”
Deb Ellis said. “I think this is just one of those times.”
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 E NGLISH  P LAZA
 PHARMACY

 ACTIVE  IN WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE

 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
 Sat. 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

 221-3090
 1640 Highway 78 East • Jasper

 Flu Shots
 No Appointment 

 Needed

 A big salute to 
 the women of 

 our team
 and to the 
 women of 

 Walker County

 Providing Fast, Efficient And Quality Care At Reasonable Prices.

Following 
in mom’s
footsteps

Ellis now working as a counselor
at Sumiton Elementary School
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Laura Ellis, at right, followed in her mother Deb Ellis’ footsteps to become a counselor at Sumiton
Elementary School..See ELLIS, PAGE 4

Wade a true historian for Walker County
By RICK WATSON
Special to the Eagle

There is a lot of interest in
discovering family history
these days. Getting started can
be easy with some of the online
tools like Ancestry.com and
Google. But according to Bob-
bye Wilson Wade of Dora who
is passionate about the pas-
time, it’s better to get started
while the older relatives are
still living. 

If you had asked her about
genealogy in the mid-1990s,
she would have told you she
cared more about the trees in
her yard than about family
trees. But that changed after
her husband Harold Wade con-
vinced her to attend a local ge-
nealogy meeting at the Carl
Elliott Regional Library in
Jasper.

Floyd Guthrie who is a regu-
lar at Walker County Geneal-
ogy meetings walked up to
Bobbye and said, “Who you
lookin’ for?” Wade, who was
still trying to figure out if she
would enjoy the pursuit, de-
cided to pull out the name of
one of her great-grandfathers
to throw Guthrie off. “Jacob
Myers,” she said. Guthrie mo-
tioned with the crook of his fin-
ger for Bobbye to follow him. 

He led her into the archive
section of the library and re-
trieved a folder with pages on
the Myers family. A few mo-
ments later she’d connected
one branch of her family tree
through generations of grand-
fathers all the way back to be-
fore the Revolutionary War. “I
was hooked,” she said.

Through the years she’s
filled bookshelves of her home
with books and photo albums
fat with family pictures. As she
flipped open one of the picture
books, the organization was
meticulous. It was evident a lot
of planning and care went into
each book. According to Wade,
anytime you get a picture, you
write down who is in the pho-
tograph, where the subjects
were, and where you got the
image. 

Selecting one of the older
books from the shelf, Bobbye
slid it closer to the afternoon
light filtering through a win-

dow. “This is a picture of James
Davis. He is one of my great-
grandfathers and one of the
original settlers of Dora,” she
said.

According to the Dora Cen-
tennial book, James M. Davis
along with Ezekiel Morgan and
others left Raleigh, North Car-
olina in the 1820s or 30s. They
traveled by covered wagon and
horseback to Alabama, eventu-
ally settling on land near
Horse Creek near what is now
known as Dora. 

Many of the tombstones scat-
tered across the shady hillside
of the historic Davis Cemetery

bear the Davis name. One of
James Davis’ descendants do-
nated the original plot of land.

Since Wade started in the
1990s, she has spent thousands
of hours in libraries, court-
houses, annex buildings, perus-
ing census data, and
interviewing people about fam-
ily histories. She said other
members of the local group
who know a great deal about
families and history, are Mau-
rice Lovelady, Dennis Free-
man, and Floyd Guthrie.

People who are good at ge-
nealogy must be curious, “And
just a little nosy,” according to

Wade. “It’s almost like being a
private eye.” When she finds a
connection on a census record,
she looks at nearby names
which are usually neighbors.
Having those names some-
times produce clues which lead
to breakthroughs.

The best way to begin collect-
ing family histories is to start
with one’s self and move out-
ward with parents, and sib-
lings before moving on to
grandparents and beyond.

It’s best to do personal inter-
views with immediate family
members and record the con-
versations if possible. “Listen

to the older people that are
still alive,” she encourages. Be
ready to scan old pictures, love
letters, and other historically
significant documents. Family
Bibles are another source of in-
valuable family history.

Documentation is critical
when recording family infor-
mation. Each new piece of data
should contain the date, time,
origin, and any other informa-
tion that will help document
authenticity. 

Wade keeps a separate file
on each person in her family
tree with all the information
she can discover. She adds that
one should print these docu-
ments on acid-free paper be-
cause it lasts longer and
doesn’t fade as easily as other
paper.

Life is sometimes messy, ac-
cording to Bobbye and there is
a tendency for some to sweep
unflattering family stories
under the rug. Some people
think that a horse thief or a
murderer in the family would
cause embarrassment even
though it happened in the dis-
tant past. “Those stories make
our family histories more inter-
esting, and puts meat on the
skeletons,” she says. Wade
went on to say that people
sometimes offer “deathbed con-
fessions.” They air dirty laun-
dry that for generations was
only passed with winks and
whispers.

Bobby Wade has not only at-
tended Walker County Geneal-
ogy Meetings, she got involved.
She held several positions such
as correspondent secretary,
and vice president for the non-
profit society. 

One of the projects Bobbye is
still pushing is to find a perma-
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Bobbye Wilson Wade has spent thousands of hours researching her family’s genealogy
since the 1990s.

See WADE, PAGE 15

“Those stories make
our family histories
more interesting, and
puts meat on the
skeletons.” 

- Bobbye Wilson Wade



Laura, 28, spent the first five years of
her education career as a senior English
teacher at Cordova High School. 

“When she decided she wanted to go
into education, she never said she
wanted to do elementary. It was always
the higher-level English courses. She fit
right in and held her own with those
seniors at Cordova for five years,” Deb
Ellis said.

Making the move to Sumiton Elemen-
tary was a natural fit, Laura said.

“I’ve always kind of considered this as
my place to be one day, but I didn’t
think it would happen this soon,” said
Laura, who is the third and fourth
grade counselor at Sumiton Elementary.
“I never saw myself in the classroom
long term, but I didn’t think I would be
at Sumiton this quickly. The stars just
kind of aligned, and I absolutely love
being here.”

Laura Ellis grew up in Sumiton, and
her father is Petey Ellis, the city’s long-
time mayor. She said coming back to her
hometown in her career has been spe-
cial.

“I cared about my students at Cor-
dova, but coming back to my hometown
as a counselor is something extra spe-
cial to me,” she said. “This is my commu-
nity, and I love my community. I know

that I can make a difference here, and
that is why I wanted to be here.”

Laura Ellis said she feels like a
celebrity in her hometown now.

“We went walking at the track one
night and everyone we saw were talking
to us, and they knew me as the coun-
selor,” she said. “Every kid came up and
wanted to give me a hug or a high five.
That is such a good feeling, and it lets
me know that I can impact the children
of our community.”

Deb Ellis said she knew her daughter
would like the change to elementary
students.

“Little children have this mesmeriz-
ing power of drawing you in,” she said.
“You just want to help them in any way
you can. I knew changing to the elemen-
tary school in Sumiton would be a wake
up call for her.”

Laura Ellis said it has been eye-open-
ing, because she has seen things in her
community that makes her want to
work even harder.

“There are some things that you see
that will break your heart,” she said.
“There are also some great things going
on in the lives of our students. I just
want to do my part to help each of
them.”

Despite working in the position be-

fore, Deb Ellis said she doesn’t want to
be a pushy mom when giving advice.

“When she asks, I’m always here for
her,” she said. “A lot of things have
changed in the world since I was a coun-
selor here, so I may not have all the an-
swers.”

Laura Ellis said she is appreciative of
any words from her mother.

“She has always supported me,” she
said. “She is there for me when I need

her, and that it something that I’m al-
ways thankful for. We talked a lot dur-
ing the summer before I started here at
Sumiton. I’m constantly bouncing ideas
off of her. Mom is great.”

Deb Ellis said her biggest contribu-
tion has been helping decorate Laura’s
office.

“That has been fun, and we’ve got
some more decorations that need to be
made,” she said.

WOMEN’S WORLD Jasper, Ala., Fri., Oct. 28, 2016 www.mountaineagle.com – Page 13Page 4 – WOMEN’S WORLD Jasper, Ala., Fri., Oct. 28, 2016 www.mountaineagle.com

Laura Ellis at work at her desk at Sumiton Elementary School.

Ellis From Page 3
no closeness there like you
have here. So when we
moved here (to Parrish) it
was like coming home to
family.”

Hall said she ended up in
Georgia after her father
went to work for Hewlett-
Packard, after he go out of
the Navy.

“We moved around alot
when dad was in the Navy
and when he went to work
for Hewlett-Packard the com-
pany transferred him At-
lanta,” Hall said. “So I went
to high school in Marietta,
and then went to college in
North Georgia and later Val-
dosta, Georgia, where I met
Kevin.” 

Hall’s parents divorced
when she was 20 years old,
and her mother and
youngest sister have subse-
quently moved to Parrish as
well.

“I have lived in Parrish
longer than I have lived any-
where else in my life and I
truly love this community,”
Hall said. “Oh sure, Parrish

has its little quirks. But any-
where you live has its
quirks.”

Hall said when she and
her husband first moved to
Parrish, they were not sure if
they had done the right
thing.

“There were a lot of nega-
tive things going on with the
town back then - especially
with the council. But things
eventually calmed down,”
Hall said. “We have made a
lot of wonderful friends since
moving here and we love this
community. And we’re proud
to call Parrish our home.”

In her new role as the
mayor of Parrish, Hall is
hoping she can bring that
same pride to the community
she has grown to love.

“I want to bring the heart-
beat back to this community,
so everyone will be proud to
call Parrish their home,” Hall
said. “I know we have a lot of
work to do, but I think if we
all work together we can
achieve great things for our
community.”

Hall From Page 12
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Heather Hall and her husband, Kevin, pose for a photo shortly after she was elected mayoir of
Parrish. 



By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle

PARRISH — Heather Hall has sev-
eral titles that she proudly wears
everyday. First and foremost she wears
the title of a Christian and then a wife,
mother, daughter, sister, and, now, the
mayor of Parrish. 

Hall was born and raised in the small
river town of Danville, Pennsylvania,
but moved to Parrish with her hus-
band, Kevin Hall, and the couple’s
three youngest children in 2003.

“I’m excited about my new role as the
mayor of Parrish,” Hall said. “I never
wanted to be in politics, but I was tired
of feeling helpless, and I wanted to see
what I could do to help my community.”

Hall said she had always been in-
volved in activities her children were
doing at school and in sports when they
were little. She even volunteered at
Parrish Elementary and High School,
as well as at Parrish Park and Recre-
ation. But when Parrish High School
was closed she felt helpless because the
community wasn’t able to do anything
about it.

“That’s when I ran for the District 3
Council seat, but it took a while get it,”
Hall said. “But I eventually did and
things have worked out well.”

Hall and her husband, Kevin, have
been married for almost 20 years. They
have five children, Tabitha (26) and Re-
becca (24), who live in the Atlanta area,
and Andrew (20), Torrie (18), Tony (16),
and “adopted” daughter, Angelica (20),

who all live in Parrish. Hall also has
one grandson (6) who lives in Georgia. 

Hall’s husband has two brothers who
live in Alabama, one in Townley and
one in Tuscaloosa, which is one of the
reasons Heather and Kevin moved
their family to Parrish. 

“Parrish reminds me a lot of my
hometown in Pennsylvania, because it’s
very, very small and very country,
which I love,” Hall said, “especially
after coming from a big city like Mari-
etta, Georgia, which is huge. There is
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Heather Hall;
Christian, wife,

mother, daughter,
sister, mayor

‘We can achieve great things’

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Heather Hall will soon be sworn is as
Parrish’s new mayor. 

“Parrish reminds me a lot of my hometown in Pennsylvania,
because it’s very, very small and very country, which I love ...
especially after coming from a big city like Marietta, Georgia,
which is huge. There is no closeness there like you have
here. So when we moved here (to Parrish) it was like coming
home to family.”

- Parrish Mayor Heather Hall

See HALL, PAGE 13
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  2708 Highway 78 East / Jasper, Alabama

 (205) 387-2253
 www.urgentcarenw.com

 REGIONAL URGENT CARE CENTER 
 

 
SERVICING NORTHWEST ALABAMA

 Cullman • Fayette • Marion • Walker • Winston

 STAFFED WITH  PHYSICIANS
 EXPERIENCED IN TREATING

 Lacerations • Fractures • Sprains • Coughs
  Colds • Flu • Pediatric & Adult Illnesses

 Workman’s Comp Injuries

 HIGHLY SKILLE D NURSING STAFF
 EXPERIENCED IN

 IV Therapy • Splinting • Injections

 ON-SITE LABORAT ORY & RADIOLOGY
 Staffed by Certified & Registered Personnel

 OCCUPATIONAL HEALT H SERVICES
 Drug Screen Collection • Breath Alcohol Testing

 Physicals • DOT Medical Certification Exams

 OPEN DAILY UNTIL 8:00 P.M.
 INCLUDING WEEKENDS

 Monday –Saturday   9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
 Sunday   1:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Photo Special to the Eagle

Marissa Grace and September Tucker, front row, center, at their church,
Fairview Church in Oakman, surrounded by other members of Generation
2 + 2.

Two high school seniors 
start Christian-based

organizations in their schools

By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

Two local high school seniors are
working to start a Christian-based or-
ganization in their schools that will
help them spread the Word of God to
their classmates.

Marissa Grace, a student at Cordova
High School, and September Tucker, a
student at Carbon Hill High School, de-
cided to start Generation 2 + 2 shortly
before their senior year started.

Grace explained that they were in-
spired to start the club during a church
service the Sunday before school
started. Tucker told her that she felt
they “hadn’t done anything to bring
Jesus’ name” to their classmates and
Grace admitted that she had had the
idea to start a Christian group at school
for some time.

If their principals allowed it, they
wanted to start a group that would be
open to everyone, including people who
were unable to participate in the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes or unable
to be at school early enough to attend

First Priority meetings. 

‘Power plus me 
equals all things’

Photo Special to the Eagle

September Tucker, on top, and
Marissa Grace decided to start Gen-
eration 2 + 2 shortly before their sen-
ior year started in an effort to spread
the Word of God at their schools.

See GENERATION 2+2, PAGE 11

After explaining what
their group would do and
what set it apart from
both the FCA and First
Priority, Grace and
Tucker were given per-
mission to start Genera-
tion 2 + 2 at their schools. 

The meetings are held
one day a week at school
in a classroom during
break. During meetings,
group members discuss
the meanings of different
Bible verses and biblical
lessons and break them
down into easily under-
standable terms. 

In addition to meeting
during break, Generation
2 + 2 also holds events
outside of school, with
their first event being on
Oct. 1 at their church. 

Grace was able to get
her group at Cordova
High School started
within the second week of
school. She said there’s
been a good turnout, with
attendance numbers hov-
ering between about 10 to
20 students. She added
that she’s let other stu-
dents at Cordova take
charge when they’ve

shown interest in leading
a meeting.

Because of Tucker’s
schedule, she had a
slower time getting the
group started at her
school. 

The name of the group
was inspired by a boy in
their Bible study class at
church. The class was
asked to explain the
Bible verse Philippians
4:13, which states “I can
do all things through
Christ who strengthens
me,” in simple terms.

The boy said “it’s like
two plus two equals four.
... Power plus me equals
all things,” Tucker
quoted.

Grace stressed that
Christian living is as sim-
ple as two plus two
equals four but people
sometimes view it as
being overly complicated.
She and Tucker hope to
demonstrate that though
Christian living may be
difficult, the ideas and
beliefs Christians follow
are simple.

Grace said, “We’re
going to be the genera-

tion of change, the gener-
ation of doing instead of
saying.”

Grace and Tucker cre-
ated the idea of a school
group that shares Bibli-
cal lessons with their fel-
low students but the idea
has already spread to
other schools, as well. 

Grace said that a stu-
dent from their church
has started a group at his
school in Tuscaloosa
County and other stu-
dents from their church
are looking into starting
similar groups at their
own schools.

Both seniors say they
look forward to their
groups and those started
in other schools continu-
ing to grow and spread
the Word of God to high
schoolers.

Generation 2+2 From Page 6

Romine From Page 10
beans, tomatoes, potatoes and hot and
sweet pepper plants. When the vegeta-
bles are in season, she also sells them
at the farmer’s market.

Figs grow in Romine’s yard, and she
uses them to make her sweet fig pre-
serves. In addition, her brother supplies
blackberries for jams and jellies.
Romine’s jam, jelly and preserve flavors
include strawberry, pear, blueberry, crab
apple, apple and many others.

It takes roughly two hours to prepare
pear preserves, Romine says.  

“You have to bring them to a boil
after you add your sugar, and when
they come to a boil you keep them
stirred to keep your sugar from sticking
until it gets melted. Then you cut your
heat down to medium and you just sim-
mer them until your juice cooks down
thick,” she said.

Another crowd favorite is Romine’s
hot pepper jelly. 

“A lot of ladies that host brunches
and parties buy that,” she said. “They
take Ritz crackers and put a thin layer
of cream cheese and a thin layer of the
hot pepper jelly on it.”

Romine also sells homemade fruit
pies, bread and other desserts.

Prior to Romine’s retirement years,
she worked at Arrow Shirt Factory in
Carbon Hill in the ‘60s and ‘70s, and
when she’s not busy growing vegetables
or canning, Romine loves to quilt. She is
sewing her current quilting project by
hand.

She says canning and growing a gar-
den each year have become enjoyable
hobbies, and she loves being able to
share what she makes with the commu-
nity.  

“I enjoy meeting new people, being in
the public, and it just keeps my mind
active to be around people. I live alone,
and it’s just good to be out with the
public,” she said.

Romine will only be at the farmer’s
market a few more weeks this year, but
she does accept custom orders of her
canned and baked goods. She can be
reached at (205) 285-1045.

The Walker County Farmer’s Market
is located on Airport Road in Jasper
and opens at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday.   



By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

While the Walker County
Farmer’s Market in Jasper has a
plentiful selection of fruit and veg-
etables, there’s also some special
treats there for those with a sweet
tooth.

On a typical Saturday at the mar-
ket, you’ll find Delois Romine sell-
ing a wide variety of jams, jellies
and preserves, and her popular
baked goods. She has been setting
up her stand at the market since
1997.

Romine says the desire to can
foods is rich in her blood.

“I was raised on a farm, and I was
just intrigued by having so many
different canned goods,” she said.
“We didn’t get electricity until I was

16 years old. We lived so far out in
the country that Alabama Power
didn’t run electricity out there. My
mom had to can for us to have food
during the winter months. My fa-
ther farmed and he had cattle. We
had hogs, and we had the milk and
butter. ... We had pork, ham and
bacon in the wintertime.”

Once Romine was an adult and
got married, she continued her
mother’s canning tradition and
farming. Romine and her husband
owned a 76-acre farm in the small
community of Townley in Walker
County, and it wasn’t until her hus-
band’s health declined that they de-
cided to sell the farm. 

Since her husband’s passing nine
years ago, Romine has lived on her
daughter’s land in Argo, and she
has been allowed to farm on neigh-
boring land.

Romine grows a variety of vegeta-
bles such as squash, zucchini, cu-
cumbers, butter beans, peas, shelly
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 Home Loan Experts  221-0110
 www.wabt.com

 •  Purchases and Refinances
 •  Construction Loans
 •  Conventional • FHA • VA
 •  USDA
 •  Competitive  Rates & Programs
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 Home Loan Experts
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 FDIC
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Delois Romine has been coming to the Walker County Farmer’s Market since 1997,
where she sells vegetables and her homemade jams, jellies and preserves.

Canning with love
Delois Romine’s goods a 
favorite item each year at 

the county farmer’s market

See ROMINE, PAGE 11 
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By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

While the Walker County
Farmer’s Market in Jasper has a
plentiful selection of fruit and veg-
etables, there’s also some special
treats there for those with a sweet
tooth.

On a typical Saturday at the mar-
ket, you’ll find Delois Romine sell-
ing a wide variety of jams, jellies
and preserves, and her popular
baked goods. She has been setting
up her stand at the market since
1997.

Romine says the desire to can
foods is rich in her blood.

“I was raised on a farm, and I was
just intrigued by having so many
different canned goods,” she said.
“We didn’t get electricity until I was

16 years old. We lived so far out in
the country that Alabama Power
didn’t run electricity out there. My
mom had to can for us to have food
during the winter months. My fa-
ther farmed and he had cattle. We
had hogs, and we had the milk and
butter. ... We had pork, ham and
bacon in the wintertime.”

Once Romine was an adult and
got married, she continued her
mother’s canning tradition and
farming. Romine and her husband
owned a 76-acre farm in the small
community of Townley in Walker
County, and it wasn’t until her hus-
band’s health declined that they de-
cided to sell the farm. 

Since her husband’s passing nine
years ago, Romine has lived on her
daughter’s land in Argo, and she
has been allowed to farm on neigh-
boring land.

Romine grows a variety of vegeta-
bles such as squash, zucchini, cu-
cumbers, butter beans, peas, shelly
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 Home Loan Experts  221-0110
 www.wabt.com

 •  Purchases and Refinances
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 NMLS#486007

 Left to Right:
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 Closer
 Lisa H arris

 Processor
 Robbie Jo nes

 Closer
 Heather Pitt man

 Processor
 Dana McCal eb

 Loan Officer
 NMLS#629639

 Melissa Thomp son
 Administrative 

 Assistant
 Connie Allr ed
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 NMLS#1206760

 Home Loan Experts
 MEMBER

 FDIC
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Delois Romine has been coming to the Walker County Farmer’s Market since 1997,
where she sells vegetables and her homemade jams, jellies and preserves.

Canning with love
Delois Romine’s goods a 
favorite item each year at 

the county farmer’s market

See ROMINE, PAGE 11 
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  2708 Highway 78 East / Jasper, Alabama

 (205) 387-2253
 www.urgentcarenw.com

 REGIONAL URGENT CARE CENTER 
 

 
SERVICING NORTHWEST ALABAMA

 Cullman • Fayette • Marion • Walker • Winston

 STAFFED WITH  PHYSICIANS
 EXPERIENCED IN TREATING

 Lacerations • Fractures • Sprains • Coughs
  Colds • Flu • Pediatric & Adult Illnesses

 Workman’s Comp Injuries

 HIGHLY SKILLE D NURSING STAFF
 EXPERIENCED IN

 IV Therapy • Splinting • Injections

 ON-SITE LABORAT ORY & RADIOLOGY
 Staffed by Certified & Registered Personnel

 OCCUPATIONAL HEALT H SERVICES
 Drug Screen Collection • Breath Alcohol Testing

 Physicals • DOT Medical Certification Exams

 OPEN DAILY UNTIL 8:00 P.M.
 INCLUDING WEEKENDS

 Monday –Saturday   9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
 Sunday   1:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Photo Special to the Eagle

Marissa Grace and September Tucker, front row, center, at their church,
Fairview Church in Oakman, surrounded by other members of Generation
2 + 2.

Two high school seniors 
start Christian-based

organizations in their schools

By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

Two local high school seniors are
working to start a Christian-based or-
ganization in their schools that will
help them spread the Word of God to
their classmates.

Marissa Grace, a student at Cordova
High School, and September Tucker, a
student at Carbon Hill High School, de-
cided to start Generation 2 + 2 shortly
before their senior year started.

Grace explained that they were in-
spired to start the club during a church
service the Sunday before school
started. Tucker told her that she felt
they “hadn’t done anything to bring
Jesus’ name” to their classmates and
Grace admitted that she had had the
idea to start a Christian group at school
for some time.

If their principals allowed it, they
wanted to start a group that would be
open to everyone, including people who
were unable to participate in the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes or unable
to be at school early enough to attend

First Priority meetings. 

‘Power plus me 
equals all things’

Photo Special to the Eagle

September Tucker, on top, and
Marissa Grace decided to start Gen-
eration 2 + 2 shortly before their sen-
ior year started in an effort to spread
the Word of God at their schools.

See GENERATION 2+2, PAGE 11

After explaining what
their group would do and
what set it apart from
both the FCA and First
Priority, Grace and
Tucker were given per-
mission to start Genera-
tion 2 + 2 at their schools. 

The meetings are held
one day a week at school
in a classroom during
break. During meetings,
group members discuss
the meanings of different
Bible verses and biblical
lessons and break them
down into easily under-
standable terms. 

In addition to meeting
during break, Generation
2 + 2 also holds events
outside of school, with
their first event being on
Oct. 1 at their church. 

Grace was able to get
her group at Cordova
High School started
within the second week of
school. She said there’s
been a good turnout, with
attendance numbers hov-
ering between about 10 to
20 students. She added
that she’s let other stu-
dents at Cordova take
charge when they’ve

shown interest in leading
a meeting.

Because of Tucker’s
schedule, she had a
slower time getting the
group started at her
school. 

The name of the group
was inspired by a boy in
their Bible study class at
church. The class was
asked to explain the
Bible verse Philippians
4:13, which states “I can
do all things through
Christ who strengthens
me,” in simple terms.

The boy said “it’s like
two plus two equals four.
... Power plus me equals
all things,” Tucker
quoted.

Grace stressed that
Christian living is as sim-
ple as two plus two
equals four but people
sometimes view it as
being overly complicated.
She and Tucker hope to
demonstrate that though
Christian living may be
difficult, the ideas and
beliefs Christians follow
are simple.

Grace said, “We’re
going to be the genera-

tion of change, the gener-
ation of doing instead of
saying.”

Grace and Tucker cre-
ated the idea of a school
group that shares Bibli-
cal lessons with their fel-
low students but the idea
has already spread to
other schools, as well. 

Grace said that a stu-
dent from their church
has started a group at his
school in Tuscaloosa
County and other stu-
dents from their church
are looking into starting
similar groups at their
own schools.

Both seniors say they
look forward to their
groups and those started
in other schools continu-
ing to grow and spread
the Word of God to high
schoolers.

Generation 2+2 From Page 6

Romine From Page 10
beans, tomatoes, potatoes and hot and
sweet pepper plants. When the vegeta-
bles are in season, she also sells them
at the farmer’s market.

Figs grow in Romine’s yard, and she
uses them to make her sweet fig pre-
serves. In addition, her brother supplies
blackberries for jams and jellies.
Romine’s jam, jelly and preserve flavors
include strawberry, pear, blueberry, crab
apple, apple and many others.

It takes roughly two hours to prepare
pear preserves, Romine says.  

“You have to bring them to a boil
after you add your sugar, and when
they come to a boil you keep them
stirred to keep your sugar from sticking
until it gets melted. Then you cut your
heat down to medium and you just sim-
mer them until your juice cooks down
thick,” she said.

Another crowd favorite is Romine’s
hot pepper jelly. 

“A lot of ladies that host brunches
and parties buy that,” she said. “They
take Ritz crackers and put a thin layer
of cream cheese and a thin layer of the
hot pepper jelly on it.”

Romine also sells homemade fruit
pies, bread and other desserts.

Prior to Romine’s retirement years,
she worked at Arrow Shirt Factory in
Carbon Hill in the ‘60s and ‘70s, and
when she’s not busy growing vegetables
or canning, Romine loves to quilt. She is
sewing her current quilting project by
hand.

She says canning and growing a gar-
den each year have become enjoyable
hobbies, and she loves being able to
share what she makes with the commu-
nity.  

“I enjoy meeting new people, being in
the public, and it just keeps my mind
active to be around people. I live alone,
and it’s just good to be out with the
public,” she said.

Romine will only be at the farmer’s
market a few more weeks this year, but
she does accept custom orders of her
canned and baked goods. She can be
reached at (205) 285-1045.

The Walker County Farmer’s Market
is located on Airport Road in Jasper
and opens at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday.   



By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle

PARRISH — Heather Hall has sev-
eral titles that she proudly wears
everyday. First and foremost she wears
the title of a Christian and then a wife,
mother, daughter, sister, and, now, the
mayor of Parrish. 

Hall was born and raised in the small
river town of Danville, Pennsylvania,
but moved to Parrish with her hus-
band, Kevin Hall, and the couple’s
three youngest children in 2003.

“I’m excited about my new role as the
mayor of Parrish,” Hall said. “I never
wanted to be in politics, but I was tired
of feeling helpless, and I wanted to see
what I could do to help my community.”

Hall said she had always been in-
volved in activities her children were
doing at school and in sports when they
were little. She even volunteered at
Parrish Elementary and High School,
as well as at Parrish Park and Recre-
ation. But when Parrish High School
was closed she felt helpless because the
community wasn’t able to do anything
about it.

“That’s when I ran for the District 3
Council seat, but it took a while get it,”
Hall said. “But I eventually did and
things have worked out well.”

Hall and her husband, Kevin, have
been married for almost 20 years. They
have five children, Tabitha (26) and Re-
becca (24), who live in the Atlanta area,
and Andrew (20), Torrie (18), Tony (16),
and “adopted” daughter, Angelica (20),

who all live in Parrish. Hall also has
one grandson (6) who lives in Georgia. 

Hall’s husband has two brothers who
live in Alabama, one in Townley and
one in Tuscaloosa, which is one of the
reasons Heather and Kevin moved
their family to Parrish. 

“Parrish reminds me a lot of my
hometown in Pennsylvania, because it’s
very, very small and very country,
which I love,” Hall said, “especially
after coming from a big city like Mari-
etta, Georgia, which is huge. There is
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Heather Hall;
Christian, wife,

mother, daughter,
sister, mayor

‘We can achieve great things’

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Heather Hall will soon be sworn is as
Parrish’s new mayor. 

“Parrish reminds me a lot of my hometown in Pennsylvania,
because it’s very, very small and very country, which I love ...
especially after coming from a big city like Marietta, Georgia,
which is huge. There is no closeness there like you have
here. So when we moved here (to Parrish) it was like coming
home to family.”

- Parrish Mayor Heather Hall

See HALL, PAGE 13



Laura, 28, spent the first five years of
her education career as a senior English
teacher at Cordova High School. 

“When she decided she wanted to go
into education, she never said she
wanted to do elementary. It was always
the higher-level English courses. She fit
right in and held her own with those
seniors at Cordova for five years,” Deb
Ellis said.

Making the move to Sumiton Elemen-
tary was a natural fit, Laura said.

“I’ve always kind of considered this as
my place to be one day, but I didn’t
think it would happen this soon,” said
Laura, who is the third and fourth
grade counselor at Sumiton Elementary.
“I never saw myself in the classroom
long term, but I didn’t think I would be
at Sumiton this quickly. The stars just
kind of aligned, and I absolutely love
being here.”

Laura Ellis grew up in Sumiton, and
her father is Petey Ellis, the city’s long-
time mayor. She said coming back to her
hometown in her career has been spe-
cial.

“I cared about my students at Cor-
dova, but coming back to my hometown
as a counselor is something extra spe-
cial to me,” she said. “This is my commu-
nity, and I love my community. I know

that I can make a difference here, and
that is why I wanted to be here.”

Laura Ellis said she feels like a
celebrity in her hometown now.

“We went walking at the track one
night and everyone we saw were talking
to us, and they knew me as the coun-
selor,” she said. “Every kid came up and
wanted to give me a hug or a high five.
That is such a good feeling, and it lets
me know that I can impact the children
of our community.”

Deb Ellis said she knew her daughter
would like the change to elementary
students.

“Little children have this mesmeriz-
ing power of drawing you in,” she said.
“You just want to help them in any way
you can. I knew changing to the elemen-
tary school in Sumiton would be a wake
up call for her.”

Laura Ellis said it has been eye-open-
ing, because she has seen things in her
community that makes her want to
work even harder.

“There are some things that you see
that will break your heart,” she said.
“There are also some great things going
on in the lives of our students. I just
want to do my part to help each of
them.”

Despite working in the position be-

fore, Deb Ellis said she doesn’t want to
be a pushy mom when giving advice.

“When she asks, I’m always here for
her,” she said. “A lot of things have
changed in the world since I was a coun-
selor here, so I may not have all the an-
swers.”

Laura Ellis said she is appreciative of
any words from her mother.

“She has always supported me,” she
said. “She is there for me when I need

her, and that it something that I’m al-
ways thankful for. We talked a lot dur-
ing the summer before I started here at
Sumiton. I’m constantly bouncing ideas
off of her. Mom is great.”

Deb Ellis said her biggest contribu-
tion has been helping decorate Laura’s
office.

“That has been fun, and we’ve got
some more decorations that need to be
made,” she said.
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Laura Ellis at work at her desk at Sumiton Elementary School.

Ellis From Page 3
no closeness there like you
have here. So when we
moved here (to Parrish) it
was like coming home to
family.”

Hall said she ended up in
Georgia after her father
went to work for Hewlett-
Packard, after he go out of
the Navy.

“We moved around alot
when dad was in the Navy
and when he went to work
for Hewlett-Packard the com-
pany transferred him At-
lanta,” Hall said. “So I went
to high school in Marietta,
and then went to college in
North Georgia and later Val-
dosta, Georgia, where I met
Kevin.” 

Hall’s parents divorced
when she was 20 years old,
and her mother and
youngest sister have subse-
quently moved to Parrish as
well.

“I have lived in Parrish
longer than I have lived any-
where else in my life and I
truly love this community,”
Hall said. “Oh sure, Parrish

has its little quirks. But any-
where you live has its
quirks.”

Hall said when she and
her husband first moved to
Parrish, they were not sure if
they had done the right
thing.

“There were a lot of nega-
tive things going on with the
town back then - especially
with the council. But things
eventually calmed down,”
Hall said. “We have made a
lot of wonderful friends since
moving here and we love this
community. And we’re proud
to call Parrish our home.”

In her new role as the
mayor of Parrish, Hall is
hoping she can bring that
same pride to the community
she has grown to love.

“I want to bring the heart-
beat back to this community,
so everyone will be proud to
call Parrish their home,” Hall
said. “I know we have a lot of
work to do, but I think if we
all work together we can
achieve great things for our
community.”

Hall From Page 12
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Heather Hall and her husband, Kevin, pose for a photo shortly after she was elected mayoir of
Parrish. 



By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

As a toddler, Laura Lee Ellis used to crawl around her
mother’s office at Sumiton Elementary-Middle School.
Deb Ellis, Laura’s mom, served as counselor at the school
from 1979 to 1991. Laura has followed in her mother’s
footsteps, now in her first year as a counselor at Sumiton
Elementary School.

“Children a lot of times do what they see, and they fol-
low the path that they see their parents do many times,”
Deb Ellis said. “I think this is just one of those times.”
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 E NGLISH  P LAZA
 PHARMACY

 ACTIVE  IN WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE

 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
 Sat. 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

 221-3090
 1640 Highway 78 East • Jasper

 Flu Shots
 No Appointment 

 Needed

 A big salute to 
 the women of 

 our team
 and to the 
 women of 

 Walker County

 Providing Fast, Efficient And Quality Care At Reasonable Prices.

Following 
in mom’s
footsteps

Ellis now working as a counselor
at Sumiton Elementary School

Daily Mountain Eagle - James Phillips

Laura Ellis, at right, followed in her mother Deb Ellis’ footsteps to become a counselor at Sumiton
Elementary School..See ELLIS, PAGE 4

Wade a true historian for Walker County
By RICK WATSON
Special to the Eagle

There is a lot of interest in
discovering family history
these days. Getting started can
be easy with some of the online
tools like Ancestry.com and
Google. But according to Bob-
bye Wilson Wade of Dora who
is passionate about the pas-
time, it’s better to get started
while the older relatives are
still living. 

If you had asked her about
genealogy in the mid-1990s,
she would have told you she
cared more about the trees in
her yard than about family
trees. But that changed after
her husband Harold Wade con-
vinced her to attend a local ge-
nealogy meeting at the Carl
Elliott Regional Library in
Jasper.

Floyd Guthrie who is a regu-
lar at Walker County Geneal-
ogy meetings walked up to
Bobbye and said, “Who you
lookin’ for?” Wade, who was
still trying to figure out if she
would enjoy the pursuit, de-
cided to pull out the name of
one of her great-grandfathers
to throw Guthrie off. “Jacob
Myers,” she said. Guthrie mo-
tioned with the crook of his fin-
ger for Bobbye to follow him. 

He led her into the archive
section of the library and re-
trieved a folder with pages on
the Myers family. A few mo-
ments later she’d connected
one branch of her family tree
through generations of grand-
fathers all the way back to be-
fore the Revolutionary War. “I
was hooked,” she said.

Through the years she’s
filled bookshelves of her home
with books and photo albums
fat with family pictures. As she
flipped open one of the picture
books, the organization was
meticulous. It was evident a lot
of planning and care went into
each book. According to Wade,
anytime you get a picture, you
write down who is in the pho-
tograph, where the subjects
were, and where you got the
image. 

Selecting one of the older
books from the shelf, Bobbye
slid it closer to the afternoon
light filtering through a win-

dow. “This is a picture of James
Davis. He is one of my great-
grandfathers and one of the
original settlers of Dora,” she
said.

According to the Dora Cen-
tennial book, James M. Davis
along with Ezekiel Morgan and
others left Raleigh, North Car-
olina in the 1820s or 30s. They
traveled by covered wagon and
horseback to Alabama, eventu-
ally settling on land near
Horse Creek near what is now
known as Dora. 

Many of the tombstones scat-
tered across the shady hillside
of the historic Davis Cemetery

bear the Davis name. One of
James Davis’ descendants do-
nated the original plot of land.

Since Wade started in the
1990s, she has spent thousands
of hours in libraries, court-
houses, annex buildings, perus-
ing census data, and
interviewing people about fam-
ily histories. She said other
members of the local group
who know a great deal about
families and history, are Mau-
rice Lovelady, Dennis Free-
man, and Floyd Guthrie.

People who are good at ge-
nealogy must be curious, “And
just a little nosy,” according to

Wade. “It’s almost like being a
private eye.” When she finds a
connection on a census record,
she looks at nearby names
which are usually neighbors.
Having those names some-
times produce clues which lead
to breakthroughs.

The best way to begin collect-
ing family histories is to start
with one’s self and move out-
ward with parents, and sib-
lings before moving on to
grandparents and beyond.

It’s best to do personal inter-
views with immediate family
members and record the con-
versations if possible. “Listen

to the older people that are
still alive,” she encourages. Be
ready to scan old pictures, love
letters, and other historically
significant documents. Family
Bibles are another source of in-
valuable family history.

Documentation is critical
when recording family infor-
mation. Each new piece of data
should contain the date, time,
origin, and any other informa-
tion that will help document
authenticity. 

Wade keeps a separate file
on each person in her family
tree with all the information
she can discover. She adds that
one should print these docu-
ments on acid-free paper be-
cause it lasts longer and
doesn’t fade as easily as other
paper.

Life is sometimes messy, ac-
cording to Bobbye and there is
a tendency for some to sweep
unflattering family stories
under the rug. Some people
think that a horse thief or a
murderer in the family would
cause embarrassment even
though it happened in the dis-
tant past. “Those stories make
our family histories more inter-
esting, and puts meat on the
skeletons,” she says. Wade
went on to say that people
sometimes offer “deathbed con-
fessions.” They air dirty laun-
dry that for generations was
only passed with winks and
whispers.

Bobby Wade has not only at-
tended Walker County Geneal-
ogy Meetings, she got involved.
She held several positions such
as correspondent secretary,
and vice president for the non-
profit society. 

One of the projects Bobbye is
still pushing is to find a perma-

Daily Mountain Eagle - Rick Watson

Bobbye Wilson Wade has spent thousands of hours researching her family’s genealogy
since the 1990s.

See WADE, PAGE 15

“Those stories make
our family histories
more interesting, and
puts meat on the
skeletons.” 

- Bobbye Wilson Wade



WOMEN’S WORLD Jasper, Ala., Fri., Oct. 28, 2016 www.mountaineagle.com – Page 15Page 2 – WOMEN’S WORLD Jasper, Ala., Fri., Oct. 28, 2016 www.mountaineagle.com

 It is the policy of the Alabama Community College System, its Board of Trustees and Bevill State Com munity College, an institution 
 under its control, that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, disability, sex, religion, c reed, national origin, or age, be excluded 

 from participation in, be denied the benefit of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program ,  activity, or employment.

 Your Story Starts At Bevill State
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‘God, show me their heart ... ‘
Jasper woman finds purpose in helping troubled youth

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

The names of Star King’s clients are
often obscured by labels like “trouble-
maker” and “underachiever.”

As a youth advocate, she tries to con-
nect with the person beneath the labels.

“I’m praying, ‘God, show me their
heart. Show me what’s really wrong
with this kid.’ If you’re acting out,
there’s a reason. A lot of people want to
fix it by saying, ‘Stop doing this’ or ‘stop
doing that,’ but that doesn’t fix the
issue. I want to figure out the main
problem to make it easier for them to
get on the right path,” King said.

King makes a point to listen closely
to the teenagers and preteens who
come to her on probation or with a
track record of truancy.

The stories she hears are often heart-
breaking and usually have been re-
peated for generations.

To help her clients get beyond a
string of bad choices, she makes her
own goals for them clear and encour-
ages them to set their own.

“I have them create a weekly goal
board because once you start meeting
one goal, you’re inspired to do more,”
King said.

No dream is too big. One client
wanted to own his own basketball
team, for example. 

However, King is also quick to point
out that reaching big goals starts with

more immediate and manageable ones,
like passing English class.

For King, working with troubled
teens is more of a personal ministry
than a career path.

After graduating from Walker High
School in 2005, she contemplated be-
coming a teacher.

Instead, she took a job in Huntsville
as a counselor with the U.S. Space and

Rocket Center’s Space Camp. 
She later moved back to Jasper and

worked for several years as a preschool
teacher.

When a position in the Youth Advo-
cacy Program became available four
months ago, she felt God drawing her
closer to her true purpose.

“These kids face so much. They’re cry-
ing out for help, but who’s listening?”

King said.
King believes that her clients respond

to compassion, which she said comes
from her relationship with God as well
as her own experiences as a single
mother.

“There are enough people who are
telling them bad. I try to show love to
them and let them know that I care
about their choices,” King said.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Star King is a youth advocate for local teens who are on probation or have a track record of truancy. King’s first ex-
perience with youth came in her church, where she taught dance to several drama teams and led Sunday School
classes.

“These kids face so much.
They’re crying out for help,
but who’s listening? ...
There are enough people
who are telling them bad. I
try to show love to them and
let them know that I care
about their choices.”

- Star King

nent home for the old
archives. 

The genealogy society has
boxes of probate and other
documents from the Walker
County Courthouse. 

Wade would love to house
the wealth of family books,
pictures, military medals,
and other family artifacts
collected through the years.

Any area company inter-
ested in help in this preser-

vation effort should reach
out to the Genealogy Society
to find out how to get in-
volved. 

The Walker County Ge-
nealogy Society meets the
fourth Thursday of each
month in the meeting room
of Carl Elliot Regional Li-
brary in Jasper. Members
begin gathering just after
noon, but the official meeting
kicks off at 1 p.m. 

Wade From Page 14
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Just a few of the items used by Bobbye Wilson Wade to research her family’s history. 
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