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 221-3090
 1640 Highway 78 East • Jasper

 Flu Shots
 No Appointment 

 Needed
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 Walker County

 Providing Fast, Efficient And Quality Care At Reasonable Prices.

  OPEN DAILY UNTIL 8:00pm
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 2708 Hwy. 78 E., Jasper, AL • (205) 387-2253
 www.urgentcarenw.com

 STAFFED WITH PHYSICIANS EXPERIENCED IN TREATING
 Lacerations • Fractures • Sprains • Coughs • Colds

 Flu • Pediatric & Adult Illnesses
 Workman’s Comp Injuries
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 IV Therapy • Splinting Injections

 ON-SITE LABORA TO RY & RADIOLOGY
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 OCCUPATIONAL H E ALTH SERVICES
 Drug Screen Collection • Breath Alcohol Testing
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campaign], ‘I want to do stuff to make
life better for people,’” she said. “I just
don’t ever remember not being driven to
make a difference.”

From 2000-08, Barrentine served two
terms as a member of the Sumiton City
Council. She said people still suggest
that she should run for office but she
gently reminds them that she’s already
done it.

Previously, Barrentine also worked at
the Sumiton Public Library and was in-
volved with local television stations as
an on-air personality.

“But sometimes I feel like it seems
like a world ago that I was doing these
things — working at the library, work-
ing at the TV stations, going to law
school, clerking,” Barrentine said. “It
seems like a world away from where my
life is now.”

In addition to her law practice, she
also serves as the municipal judge for
both Dora and Parrish, making her the
only female municipal judge in Walker
County.

“I take a different approach as a
judge. I don’t feel like my job is to pun-
ish — I feel like my job is to fix the
problem,” Barrentine said. “As a judge, I
would rather fix your problem than add
more problems to it.”

Barrentine also owns a boutique, Bou-
tique De La Reine, in Jasper and makes
and sells jewelry. She said she started
making jewelry and painting because
she “can’t turn [her] brain off” and they
developed into hobbies.

“My brain never stops. I’m constantly
thinking of what I can do business-wise,
of what I can do to make the world a
better place, where God will lead me
next,” she added. “I don’t think I’ve ever
had just one job. I love to work.”

Although she describes law as her
passion, Barrentine says her family is
her world.

She married her husband, Jeremy, 12
years ago and their son, Jase, is almost
16. Barrentine jokes that she didn’t get
married until she was 30 because she
was so busy in her 20s.

Barrentine tells her son she loves him
and encourages to “give 100 percent and
show somebody Jesus today” every
morning before he leaves for school.

“And I honestly think if you do, that
changes the world,” she said.

“That’s really what I try to do [at my
law office] and at my boutique and with
people who order the jewelry I make,”
Barrentine concluded. “In everything I
do, I try to show love and compassion
and empathy and understanding.”

Barrentine From Page 3 Kirk From Page 5
want to go home after day
care one day.

“When his mama came
to pick him up, he said, ‘I
don’t want to go with you.
I want to go with Mama
Kirk,’” she said. “He mar-
ried a girl from here, and
he still calls me mama.
That’s been through some
years.”

After working for many
years, Kirk found herself
at the Oakman Senior
Center in 1992 and began
cooking meals for people
in Oakman and other sen-
iors in the county. She
would even transport food
to seniors who couldn’t
make it to the center.

“That’s a lot of cookin’,”
she said. “I enjoyed doing
what I was doing, helping
these people.”

Food is now brought to
the senior center for the
seasoned community in
Oakman to enjoy lunch.
Kirk, who is the oldest
visitor of the senior cen-
ter, still finds herself

there every day to social-
ize with friends and stay
connected to the commu-
nity that she can still
vividly remember from
years past.

“There were stores over
there, and right here, this
was a store. A doctor’s of-
fice was right across the
road over there,” Kirk
said as she pointed out-
side the windows of the
senior center in down-
town Oakman. “Back
then, a lot of us didn’t
have cars. We would walk
down here and get what
we wanted. It ain’t like it
is now. You have to pay a
lot.”  

When asked about her
family, Kirk said she is
proud of her children and
grandchildren for becom-
ing college graduates, and
while most of her children
don’t live in Walker
County, she said they
were all graduates of
Oakman High School.

Oakman is now going

through a period of revi-
talization, and Kirk, now
retired, said she has al-
ways been proud to call
the community home.   

“Oakman has been
pretty good so far. I hope
it stays like this,” she
said.

The only thing missing
is you. Attend the

church of your choice.

A change of heart

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

The Rev. Robin Hinkle
came to Walker County
as the new rector of St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church
in August.

Before entering the
ministry, Hinkle prac-
ticed law for nearly 15
years.

She was a partner at
the Birmingham firm
Lightfoot, Franklin &
White until 2007.

“If you had asked me in
2005 or 2006, I would
have said, ‘I’m going to be
a lawyer for the rest of
my life.’ I was a commer-
cial litigator, so I did
business lawsuits. I loved
my practice and my
clients, and I got to travel
a lot,” Hinkle said.

Hinkle, who joined the
Episcopal Church 17
years ago, felt a call to
the ministry as an out-
growth of her involve-
ment in the long-term
recovery community.

Addiction had im-
pacted her immediate
and extended family for
years. 

Hinkle noted that
though programs exist
for the poor, those who do
not qualify because their
incomes are too high
often have to pay be-
tween $40,000 and
$60,000 for treatment.

“Fortunately, our fam-
ily members were able to
get good treatment and
to get into good recovery,
but we met a lot of people
who weren’t. We met peo-
ple whose insurance
would cover 14 to 21
days, and they would
cycle in and out of recov-
ery. That is so ineffective.
It’s harmful because you
lose faith that treatment

is actually going to
work,” Hinkle said.

Hinkle and her hus-
band developed a plan for
affordable treatment for
middle-class individuals
battling addiction. 

In 2007, Hinkle left law
and founded Redmont
Health Services Inc.,
which opened a clinic in
Idaho. 

Though Hinkle and her
business partner sold the
company at the onset of
the recession, the clinic is
still in operation.

“They’re going strong.
They’ve actually opened
a second clinic, and
they’re using the exact
model that we set up,”
Hinkle said.

After selling the com-
pany, Hinkle attended
Sewanee, a university in

Tennessee owned and
governed by the dioceses
of the Episcopal Church.
(Hinkle’s sister, a former
accountant, felt her own
call to the ministry
around the same time.
She is currently a
Methodist minister in At-
lanta.)

Before coming to St.
Mary’s, Hinkle was an
associate rector at Epis-
copal Church of the Holy
Apostles in Hoover. 

Shortly after her ar-
rival, St. Mary’s reestab-
lished Sunday School for
children and adults at 9
a.m. prior to the 10 a.m.
service.

She has recently been
teaching a series based
on Robin Williams’ list of
Top 10 Reasons to Be an
Episcopalian.

The importance of for-
giveness and allowing
the light of Christ to
shine through in every
aspect of one’s life are
frequent themes in Hin-
kle’s sermons.

In September, she con-
trasted the secular em-
phasis on critical
thinking with Christ’s
creative thinking.

“I wonder if God there-
fore wants us also to
focus on the good and the
light because it is then
that we can perceive the
inspiration from the Holy
Spirit within us. I have
noticed that when we are

in the middle of fixating
on the darkness of a situ-
ation or a person, that it
is almost impossible to
perceive what is, or can
be, good and true. But
when we let go of the
hold of the darkness, and
open our hearts to the
light of God, it is then
that the spark of new
life, new creation, new re-
lationships and new
ideas are set in motion,”
Hinkle told parishioners.

In addition to her
preaching and teaching
duties, Hinkle also em-
braces pastoral care. Ex-
amples include leading a

weekly grief group, as-
sisting clients who attend
the church’s weekly food
bank with problems in
other areas of their lives
and helping families
whose loved ones are
seeking treatment for ad-
diction.

Transitions such as los-
ing a job, losing a loved
one or preparing for one’s
own death provide oppor-
tunites for pastoral care.

“I do not believe that
God sends us all the tri-
als and tribulations of
our lives, but I do know

St. Mary’s priest entered 
ministry following law career

The Rev. Robin Hinkle
Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

The Rev. Robin Hinkle of fers a blessing for parishioner Angie Gos-
sett’s pet at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church’s recent Blessing of the An-
imals.  

See HINKLE, PAGE 12
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 What is the value of a Bevill State education?
 Training that results in increased earnings and a lifetime 
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‘This job is rewarding to me’

By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

In her life, Joeletta Barrentine
has held several different titles —
student, volunteer, council member,
jewelry-maker, lawyer, municipal
judge, wife and mother.

She describes her life as “never
boring” and says she always has
something going on.

After considering a career as a
veterinarian, Barrentine decided
against it and instead pursued a
career in law, something she had
been interested in since a young
age.

She described junevile law as her
passion, noting that she always has
time for her juvenile clients and
that they were her number one pri-
ority, as far as work goes.

“This job is rewarding to me,” she

said of her law practice, citing in-
stances where people adopted or
helped take care of children in
need. “I wanted to help people. And
I honestly believe where I am right
now, God put me there.”

Barrentine said she always
wanted to be involved with politics
and, indeed, started heading in
that direction even as a teenager.

When she was around 15 years
old, Barrentine went door-to-door,
handing out pamphlets for local po-
litical candidate Bob Wilson’s cam-
paign. While doing so, she began
developing her own opinions on po-
litical matters.

“I became very interested in poli-
tics and how it works. ... I remem-
ber thinking [when I worked on the

Attorney Joeletta Barrentine
making her mark in the world 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lea Rizzo

Joeletta Barrentine sitting at her desk in her law office in Sumiton.See BARRENTINE, PAGE 15

tions, especially those brought
in over the weekend. 

“We get the yard sale left-
overs,” Vinson said. “You never
know what you’re getting.”

However, other donations are
also slightly used all the way to
never used. Blankensopp noted
one donation recently of eight
brand new children’s jeans that
had never been worn, still with
tags on them. 

“We just love to see that,” she
said. 

Slightly worn clothes are put
through an on-site washer and
dryer, and even shoes are some-
times polished. They wind up on
racks and shelves that have a
full variety of items, including
jeans (some for $3 or $4), pants,
shirts (one from Chaps was for
$3 and one from Oleg Cassini
for $3.50), decorative items,
linens, glassware, cookware and
much more, at slashed prices. 

Blankensopp said the King’s
Home and a Tuscaloosa church
also gets some surplus items,
noting they don’t have the space
to handle all the items they re-

ceive. 
“We have very limited storage

space,” she said, noting large
items like mattresses are not
even accepted due to space.
“This is not big enough actually.
I don’t think when it was built
in 2002 (specifically for Safe
Harbor) that they visualized it
was going to grow as large as it
has.” 

The women are proud that
low-income families from
throughout the area are served. 

“You know we put $1 or 50
cents on a lot of these items,”
Blankensopp said. “We consider
this to be a low-income area.
We’re trying to (offer) these
things that people need and can
afford, and can buy two items
instead of one. If they go to
Jasper, they may only get one
for that $5, where they can get
two or three here sometimes.”

Vinson said the ministry grew
out of funds received from
United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) to in the
wake of the tornadoes that
damaged the area in 2002, as

the church received so many
clothes in the wake of the disas-
ter. The thrift store was started
it on a house near the church,
but it would eventually build
the current 45-foot by 70-foot
structure next to the church, at
459 1st St. NW. 

Blankensopp, a teacher who
retired from Carbon Hill High
School after 32 years, said she
started a number of years ago
“just out of the clear blue. I
came down.” 

Vinson, like Blankensopp, is a
member of the church, and be-
came the longest serving volun-
teer at the mission. She said
she saw where the operation
could use her services to make
some organizational and cos-
metic improvements. (She re-
tired from Alabama Power after
27 years.) Today, the facility has
achieved what all the volun-
teers wanted it to be on a num-
ber of levels. 

Asked how many people work
on an average basis at the facil-
ity, Blankensopp said, “Not
enough.” Many church members

work, although she noted Joyce
Tucker is not a member “but
she is one of the hardest work-
ers you’ve ever seen,” coming in
practically seven days a week. 

Blankensopp said sometimes
they have to go through dona-
tions on the weekend because it
can’t be done in one day. Bins
will be running over, and it is
hard to walk through the work
room. 

She said the biggest joy the
volunteers get out of the experi-
ence is the camaraderie.

“We all enjoy working to-
gether and we get along real
well. And it is just nice to hear
someone say, ‘You have a real
nice store,’” she said, noting peo-
ple from Fayette and Winfield
had visited in recent days. Cus-
tomers have come from Sulli-
gent and Haleyville, and they
note not many places exist in
Carbon Hill to shop for clothes. 

The pastor of the church for
about three months, Dwight
Geist, said the women of the
church are very important to
the ministry, and that he al-

ready appreciates them all. 
“So many times in a small

church it is easy to get lost and
forget the opportunities we
have to serve. This keeps us fo-
cused on needs in the commu-
nity,” he said. 

Asked what is particularly
needed, Blankensopp noted the
ministry never gets enough do-
nations of men’s shoes, and good
children’s clothes are needed.
Moreover, the women said they
also need more pots, pans and
other cooking ware, as some di-
vorced or burned out have noth-
ing to cook with. “We’ve had a
lot of requests for silverware,”
she said. 

Financial donations are also
accepted at Safe Harbor Mis-
sion and Thrift Store, Carbon
Hill First United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 578, Carbon
Hill, 35549. 

The facility is open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
sometimes on Saturday. 

The phone number is 205-
924-0232.

Harbor From Page 4
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 Our doctors are all board certified and ded icated to providing exemplary care in all 
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 We have 7 locations to better serve  you, and offer same day appointments. 
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 WBMC JASPER
 3400 Highway 78 E,

 Medical Arts Tower, Suite 205
 Jasper, AL 35501

 PHONE: (205) 221-4630
 TOLL FREE: 1-888-ENT-5020

Volunteers work hard at Safe Harbor Mission
By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

CARBON HILL - A
number of women are
working hard as volun-
teers at the popular Safe
Harbor Mission and Thrift
Store, providing a clean,
inexpensive venue for low-
income families. 

The ministry of the Car-
bon Hill First United
Methodist Church is co-
managed by Diane
Blankensopp and Billie
Ruth Vinson, but a num-
ber of other women also
participate, including
Mary Virginia Files, Vickie
Davis, Joyce Tucker, Doris
Stephens, Pat Breland,
Becky Hodgson, Deborah
Webb and Lorene Kim-
brell. All are natives of
Walker County. (Tom Yawn
also helps out as well.)

Blankensopp said the
funds from the store are

used for needs, such as for
fire victims who lose their
homes and indigent people
needing clothes. They help
secure items for an annual
toy drive for a Cherokee
Native American reserva-
tion in Oklahoma. The
church’s food bank is also
helped by funds raised in
the store.

“We’re just real blessed
in this community to have
so many nice donations
given to us,” she said. “One
of the nicest thing that has
always been said about our
shop is, ‘This is the nicest,
cleanest place, and it does-
n’t smell.’ And they really
like our prices,” compared
to what is charged in sur-
rounding areas. 

The ladies gather at the
facility to handle cus-
tomers, stock the shelves
and sort through dona-

These are but a
few of the volun-
teers who help
make Safe Harbor
Mission and Thrift
Store in Carbon Hill
a clean, inexpen-
sive place to shop
for low-income
families. Shown
are, standing, from
left, Mary Virginia
Files, Vicki Davis,
Joyce Tucker; and
seated, from left,
co-managers Diane
Blankensopp and
Billie Ruth Vinson. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed HowellSee HARBOR, PAGE 14

“I never initiate a conversa-
tion with someone who has
been here because it’s not
right. I’ve had people I know
come here, and it’s like we
don’t know each other. Every-
thing is confidential. So if I
see someone in public, I
never speak to them unless
they speak to me. They may
not want people to know,”

Allen said.
Allen, who is contemplating

retirement, is still trying to
decide what to do once she
leaves the office for good.

“I’m kind of looking for-
ward to it, but I’m not at the
same time. It (the job) gives
you a reason to get up and
get dressed in the morning,”
she said.

Allen From Page 10

Diane Allen sits at her desk

with anything, Michelle and her husband, Raymond,
are always there and more than willing to help out.”

Hall said Buford also works the concession stand
for the Parrish’s semi-pro football team, the P-Town
Wreckazs, and is one of the team’s biggest cheer-
leaders. 

“It would be wonderful if we had a hundred
Michelles running around town, but we can’t,” Hall
said. “Michelle loves our community and she’s al-
ways out there doing her share to make it a better
place.”

Buford and her husband have lived in Parrish for
over 10 years. 

The Buford’s have been married for 20 years and
have seven children. They each had three children
from previous marriages and they had one child to-
gether. 

Buford said she was very proud to tell people she’s
from Parrish and loves being a part of the commu-
nity.

“A lot of people really don’t know Parrish the way
I do. They just go by what other people say or by the
way things look,” Buford said. “I just tell them they
to come visit our community and get involved.” 

Buford said not only would they see the real Par-
rish, they will also get to meet all the wonderful peo-
ple who work for the town, including the police
officers, street workers and mayor.

“They would also get to meet all of the other won-
derful people who love our town as much as I do,”
Buford said.

Buford From Page 11

Michelle Buford checks out one of the
monsters that will be used as decora-
tions at this year’s Fall Festival. 
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By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

OAKMAN — Oakman’s
Allie Mae Kirk reflects
on the town she has
called home since she
was a young girl in 1930s
Walker County, giving us
all “something to think
about.”

On a weekday in early
October, Kirk sat in a
rocking chair at the Oak-
man Senior Center as
she told her story — one
of heartbreak, labor and
service to her community.

Kirk, born in Corona as
Allie Mae Douglas, was a
twin to her sister, Lily
Mae, who passed away at
a young age. When Kirk
was a little girl, she and
her other sister, Emma
Jean, moved to Oakman
with their parents.  

“That’s right where
we’ve been ever since,”
Kirk, 86, said.

She recalled attending
a small school in Oak-
man, beginning when she
was 6 years old. 

“We had a big school.
We had two rooms, and
then they cooked for us
over there,” Kirk said.
“They always had some-
thing for us to do outside,
playing ball and stuff like
that.”

Each morning, Kirk
said a janitor would come
to the school to make a
fire for each room so stu-
dents could stay warm,
and their lunch was pro-
vided by neighbors in the
community.

She said she’s always
remembered a bus driver
for the area, Preston
Brown, who transported
students to a middle

school in Parrish and
later the Walker County
Training School in Jasper
for high school students.
Kirk said he had two
wooden legs, but was still
able to drive the bus.
Years after Kirk had
graduated high school,
Brown was killed in
Jasper.

“He drove the bus. We
never did have a wreck or
nothing. That was some-
thing,” Kirk said. “That’s
something to think
about.”

Kirk has five children
— three girls and two
boys — and a bright
smile came across her
face when she recalled

meeting her future hus-
band, Johnny “Sonny
Boy” Kirk. 

With laughter, she told
of meeting him on the
way to a church service
in Oakman. She said he
asked to talk to her, and
they married four
months later.

“Back then, you would
catch the train and go to
Mississippi to get mar-
ried. We told [our par-
ents] we were going to
ride the train, but we
didn’t tell them where we
were going,” she said.

After being married for
over 30 years and creat-
ing a family together in
Oakman, Johnny passed

away at home. 
Over the years, Kirk

worked for two doctors in
Jasper, cooked at the old

Oakman Elementary
School and worked at
area day care facilities.
She remembers one boy

who affectionately called
her mama, and didn’t
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WE OFFER THE BEST IN SAVINGS, 
CONVENIENCE AND CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Natural Bio-Identical
Hormone Replacement

COME SEE OUR NEW GIFT SHOP!

Professional Pharmacy
featuring Extemporaneous Compounding
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Today’s Women Prefer Natural Hormones

(205) 221-4564

ESTROGENS:
• estriol (E3), estradiol (E2), and estrone (E1) are often  
   prescribed in combination to re-establish a normal physiologic  
   balance.
• may increase HDL “good” cholesterol and decrease LDL “bad”  
   cholesterol
• help to decrease blood pressure and reduce plaque formation  
   on the arterial walls
• reduce the risk of colorectal cancer
• may improve mood, energy levels, and sleep patterns
• may reduce the risk of developing or the severity of type 2  
  diabetes
• may improve memory and cognitive function
• reduce bone loss
• help to alleviate mood swings
• help to decrease weight gain

 Did you know Henderson & Walton Women’s Center, P.C. — one of Alabama’s 
 largest and most respected OB/GYN practices — has an office right here in 
 Jasper? In fact, they have been bringing healthcare to the women of Walker 
 County for over 20 years!

 Dr. Carol Swindle and Dr. John Edwards 
 are Board Certified physicians in 
 Obstetrics and Gynecology. They 
 practice medicine at Henderson & 
 Walton’s main office in Birmingham, 
 and they also see patients in the Jasper 
 office several times each week. They are 
 currently accepting new patients,   so if 

 you’ve been looking for a health care provider closer to home, call them today!

 Dr. Carol Swindle  Dr. John Edwards

 To learn more about our physicians and the services we have to offer, 
 visit our website at www.hwwc.net.

 1009 7th Avenue  |  Jasper, AL 35501
 (205) 221-4221
 www.hwwc.net

 W OMEN ’ S  H EALTHCARE
 C LOSE   TO  H OME

‘Something to think about’
Oakman’s

Allie Mae Kirk
reflects on her
hometown

Daily Mountain Eagle - Nicole Smith

Allie Mae Kirk is pictured at the Oakman Sen-
ior Center in early October.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Nicole Smith

Allie Mae Kirk, second from left, poses with other women at the Oak-
man Senior Center as they display a quilt they all made together.

See KIRK, PAGE 15

that God is with us in all
of them. And I especially
know that God uses these
trials, these dark times in
our lives, to try to draw us
to him. I therefore believe

that the grace of God is an
experience of light. It is in
the dark that the light of
Christ can shine the
brightest, if we open our
eyes to his presence. That

is the work of pastoral
care, leading people to see
the presence of God in all
aspects of their lives, the
good times and the hard
times,” Hinkle said.

Hinkle From Page 2

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

The Rev. Robin Hinkle became the rector at St. Mary’ s Episcopal
Church in Jasper in August.
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‘They’re our whole life’

By RON HARRIS
Daily Mountain Eagle

EMPIRE — Jennifer
Short always wanted to
be a mom. 

With a distinct smile
and a heart of gold per-
fect for being a mother,
Short and her husband
Scott tried for an ex-
tended period of time to
have a child. 

After being told by doc-
tors that pregnancy was
not likely for Short, she
took the advice of friends
who suggested she be-
come a foster mom to
children who — for one
reason or another — fell
through the cracks when

it came to being part of a
loving family. 

But it didn’t happen
that easily.

“For years, different
ones would say, ‘Why
don’t you be a foster
mom?’ But I really didn’t
want to be a foster par-
ent,” she said. “We had
tried for several years at
that point to have a baby,
but it just wasn’t hap-
pening.”

Jennifer said her hesi-
tation with becoming a
foster parent had noth-
ing to do with taking in a
child that wasn’t hers.

“My heart just wasn’t

Becoming a foster mom 
‘a calling’ for Jennifer Short

Jennifer 
Short and her
husband Scott
pose with
Hunter, who
was adopted
after being a
foster child in
the Short home, 
and Charleigh
Elizabeth, 
their biological
daughter. The
Shorts also
have two foster
children living
with them.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ron HarrisSee SHORT, PAGE 7

Daily Mountain Eagle - Elane Jones

Parrish resident Michelle Buford gathers ghost from
a box that was used at last year’s Fall Festival.

Parrish resident honored as committed volunteer  
By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle

PARRISH — Parrish resident
Michelle Buford has been busy
lately doing
volunteer
work for the
town.

“I enjoy
doing things
that will help
make our
town a better
place,” Buford
said. “I want
others who
come to our
community to
see what Par-
rish is all about.” 

Buford is so involved in her

community that earlier this
year, she was one of three peo-
ple named as the town’s Super
Citizens of the Year by Parrish
Mayor Heather Hall. 

Buford’s husband, Raymond
Buford, is the supervisor for the
town’s street department. 

“Between Raymond working
for the town and both of us vol-
unteering, we stay pretty busy,”
Buford said. “But we enjoy it.”

Buford said she would like for
more people to come to her com-
munity and get to know the
town’s mayor as well as the
other people who work for the
town.

“I’m just one of those people
who likes to get their hands in-
volved in things,” Buford said.
“We have some great people in

this town and our mayor is
doing wonderful things.”

Buford helped decorate floats
at last year’s Town of Parrish
Christmas Parade as well as
helped with the Old Parrish
Town Hall Cleanup. She also
helped with this year’s Parrish
BBQ Cook-off and Car Show
and is currently helping with
the town’s Fall Festival and up-
coming Christmas Parade. 

Hall said she wishes the town
had more volunteers like
Michelle.

“Michelle is at every council
meeting and is very well-in-
formed about what is going on
in our community,” Hall said.
“Anytime I’ve asked for help

Michelle 
Buford

Buford ‘doing her share to
make town a better place’ 

See BUFORD, PAGE 13
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in the right place at that
time to foster. After sev-
eral years, a friend en-
couraged us to become
foster parents, but I just
didn’t think I could take a
child in then have to give
that child back.”

Lots of prayer followed,
Jennifer said, and she
and Scott got an applica-
tion to become foster par-
ents.

“It sat in Scott’s truck
for about five years, but
we never filled it out,” she
said. 

More prayer followed.
“One day I came in and

prayed really hard and
the Lord just kind of
prompted us and said,
‘Now’s the time,’” she
said. 

The application to be-
come foster parents was
finally filled out, but they
held on to it for about a
week before turning it in
to officials at the Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources.

“I asked Scott if this
was something we really
wanted to do, and I think
at that point we so
wanted a baby, even if we
had to give it back at
some point,” she said. “We
had a home that was
empty, and our desire was
to fill all the rooms
whether it was either bio-
logically or some other
way. The doctors had al-
ready said it wasn’t going
to happen biologically.”

After turning in the ap-
plication on July 20, 2015,
“The Lord spoke to me,
saying somewhere some-
body is getting ready to
have your baby,” Jennifer
said. 

Hunter — the first
child taken in by Jennifer
and Scott — was born the
next day. 

“When I saw him, and I
saw his birthday date, I
knew he was going to be
ours from now on,” she
said. 

A few weeks later, Jen-

nifer — despite doctors’
assurances that she could
not become pregnant
— became pregnant.

Charleigh Elizabeth
was born the following
March — just seven
months after taking in
Hunter.

Hunter Woodrow Seth,
who just turned 2 in July,
has since been adopted by
the Shorts. Charleigh
Elizabeth will turn 2 in
March. 

The Shorts also cur-
rently serve as foster par-
ents to two more children
— both boys less than 2
years old. 

That’s four children
— one adopted, one bio-
logical and two foster
children — all 2 years old
and younger. 

“All 2 and under,” Jen-
nifer said with a smile. 

Having four toddlers in
the same home is chal-
lenging, Jennifer said, but
“that’s what we wanted.
That’s what we desired.”

What helps make hav-
ing four toddlers in the
same household so suc-
cessful is the support
staff she and Scott have.

With Jennifer’s sister,
parents and best friend
living easily within walk-
ing distance of their
home, there’s no shortage
of help to go around.
There’s also their church
family at Empire Church
of God.

“We couldn’t do this
without them,” Jennifer
said. ”It’s not unusual to
have two or three people
here helping with baths
or changing diapers or
putting clothes on. It’s
truly a group effort.”

At any point, Jennifer
knows that the two foster
children could be taken
from their home. And
she’s OK with that, pro-
vided the children are re-
turning to their parents.

“You get an attachment
to them, but there’s a dif-
ferent kind of bond with

those children,” she said.
“You treat them as your
child, they are not treated
any different. We love
them all as if they came
from us.”

Does Short have any re-

grets of becoming a foster
mom?

“Not for a second,” she
said. “We never have a
moment to think of any-
thing other than them.
They’re our whole life.”

Short From Page 6

Attend the church of your

choice this Sunday.

Allen reflects on career in county’s juvenile court system
By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Every office has at
least one person who
keeps everything run-
ning smoothly.

Diane Allen is that per-
son for the Walker
County Juvenile Court.

Allen, whose official
title is administrative
support assistant,
worked in accounts
payable in the Walker
County Commission Of-
fice before transferring
upstairs to juvenile
court.

“I didn’t know how
naive I was about what
goes on with children. It
has been a learning
process every day,” said
Allen, who recently
marked 25 years on the
job.

She began her career
under former Presiding
Circuit Court Judge
James Brotherton, who

helped author the Juve-
nile Code for the state.

Allen can still recall
how shocked she felt the

first time she saw a 13-
year-old being led in

handcuffs. 
Over the years, it

seems to her that offend-
ers have grown younger
and more violent. How-
ever, there are always
success stories. 

“I like to see kids come
back and talk to their
probation officer and say,
‘If it wasn’t for you, I
wouldn’t be alive. I
wouldn’t have this good
life that I have now.’ The
news never tells you
good things about kids.
It’s always bad things,
but we do see good
things. We have kids who
come one time and never
come again. That’s all it
takes, ” Allen said.

Allen is tasked with
managing the paperwork
for the county’s chief pro-
bation officer and three
juvenile probation offi-
cers, one of whom is her
daughter, Brandi Key.

She makes frequent

trips to have paperwork
signed by Judge Henry
Allred, filed at the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Office or
picked up from the
Walker County Sheriff ’s
Office. Allen also creates
the files on each of the
juvenile offenders who
come through the court. 

“Anything they (the
probation officers) pro-
duce comes to me, and
then I carry through
with it. They just hand it
to me, and they know I
take care of it,” she said.

Discretion is as impor-
tant as organization in
Allen’s job.

She learned quickly to
not talk about work out-
side the office and to
keep small talk with ac-
quaintances she runs
into around the court-
house brief because of
privacy concerns. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Diane Allen, right, searches for a file for her daughter, Brandi Key, a
juvenile probation officer in Walker County. Allen is an administrative
support assistant for the juvenile court system.

See ALLEN, PAGE 13
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in the right place at that
time to foster. After sev-
eral years, a friend en-
couraged us to become
foster parents, but I just
didn’t think I could take a
child in then have to give
that child back.”

Lots of prayer followed,
Jennifer said, and she
and Scott got an applica-
tion to become foster par-
ents.

“It sat in Scott’s truck
for about five years, but
we never filled it out,” she
said. 

More prayer followed.
“One day I came in and

prayed really hard and
the Lord just kind of
prompted us and said,
‘Now’s the time,’” she
said. 

The application to be-
come foster parents was
finally filled out, but they
held on to it for about a
week before turning it in
to officials at the Depart-
ment of Human Re-
sources.

“I asked Scott if this
was something we really
wanted to do, and I think
at that point we so
wanted a baby, even if we
had to give it back at
some point,” she said. “We
had a home that was
empty, and our desire was
to fill all the rooms
whether it was either bio-
logically or some other
way. The doctors had al-
ready said it wasn’t going
to happen biologically.”

After turning in the ap-
plication on July 20, 2015,
“The Lord spoke to me,
saying somewhere some-
body is getting ready to
have your baby,” Jennifer
said. 

Hunter — the first
child taken in by Jennifer
and Scott — was born the
next day. 

“When I saw him, and I
saw his birthday date, I
knew he was going to be
ours from now on,” she
said. 

A few weeks later, Jen-

nifer — despite doctors’
assurances that she could
not become pregnant
— became pregnant.

Charleigh Elizabeth
was born the following
March — just seven
months after taking in
Hunter.

Hunter Woodrow Seth,
who just turned 2 in July,
has since been adopted by
the Shorts. Charleigh
Elizabeth will turn 2 in
March. 

The Shorts also cur-
rently serve as foster par-
ents to two more children
— both boys less than 2
years old. 

That’s four children
— one adopted, one bio-
logical and two foster
children — all 2 years old
and younger. 

“All 2 and under,” Jen-
nifer said with a smile. 

Having four toddlers in
the same home is chal-
lenging, Jennifer said, but
“that’s what we wanted.
That’s what we desired.”

What helps make hav-
ing four toddlers in the
same household so suc-
cessful is the support
staff she and Scott have.

With Jennifer’s sister,
parents and best friend
living easily within walk-
ing distance of their
home, there’s no shortage
of help to go around.
There’s also their church
family at Empire Church
of God.

“We couldn’t do this
without them,” Jennifer
said. ”It’s not unusual to
have two or three people
here helping with baths
or changing diapers or
putting clothes on. It’s
truly a group effort.”

At any point, Jennifer
knows that the two foster
children could be taken
from their home. And
she’s OK with that, pro-
vided the children are re-
turning to their parents.

“You get an attachment
to them, but there’s a dif-
ferent kind of bond with

those children,” she said.
“You treat them as your
child, they are not treated
any different. We love
them all as if they came
from us.”

Does Short have any re-

grets of becoming a foster
mom?

“Not for a second,” she
said. “We never have a
moment to think of any-
thing other than them.
They’re our whole life.”

Short From Page 6

Attend the church of your

choice this Sunday.

Allen reflects on career in county’s juvenile court system
By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Every office has at
least one person who
keeps everything run-
ning smoothly.

Diane Allen is that per-
son for the Walker
County Juvenile Court.

Allen, whose official
title is administrative
support assistant,
worked in accounts
payable in the Walker
County Commission Of-
fice before transferring
upstairs to juvenile
court.

“I didn’t know how
naive I was about what
goes on with children. It
has been a learning
process every day,” said
Allen, who recently
marked 25 years on the
job.

She began her career
under former Presiding
Circuit Court Judge
James Brotherton, who

helped author the Juve-
nile Code for the state.

Allen can still recall
how shocked she felt the

first time she saw a 13-
year-old being led in

handcuffs. 
Over the years, it

seems to her that offend-
ers have grown younger
and more violent. How-
ever, there are always
success stories. 

“I like to see kids come
back and talk to their
probation officer and say,
‘If it wasn’t for you, I
wouldn’t be alive. I
wouldn’t have this good
life that I have now.’ The
news never tells you
good things about kids.
It’s always bad things,
but we do see good
things. We have kids who
come one time and never
come again. That’s all it
takes, ” Allen said.

Allen is tasked with
managing the paperwork
for the county’s chief pro-
bation officer and three
juvenile probation offi-
cers, one of whom is her
daughter, Brandi Key.

She makes frequent

trips to have paperwork
signed by Judge Henry
Allred, filed at the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Office or
picked up from the
Walker County Sheriff ’s
Office. Allen also creates
the files on each of the
juvenile offenders who
come through the court. 

“Anything they (the
probation officers) pro-
duce comes to me, and
then I carry through
with it. They just hand it
to me, and they know I
take care of it,” she said.

Discretion is as impor-
tant as organization in
Allen’s job.

She learned quickly to
not talk about work out-
side the office and to
keep small talk with ac-
quaintances she runs
into around the court-
house brief because of
privacy concerns. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Diane Allen, right, searches for a file for her daughter, Brandi Key, a
juvenile probation officer in Walker County. Allen is an administrative
support assistant for the juvenile court system.

See ALLEN, PAGE 13
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‘They’re our whole life’

By RON HARRIS
Daily Mountain Eagle

EMPIRE — Jennifer
Short always wanted to
be a mom. 

With a distinct smile
and a heart of gold per-
fect for being a mother,
Short and her husband
Scott tried for an ex-
tended period of time to
have a child. 

After being told by doc-
tors that pregnancy was
not likely for Short, she
took the advice of friends
who suggested she be-
come a foster mom to
children who — for one
reason or another — fell
through the cracks when

it came to being part of a
loving family. 

But it didn’t happen
that easily.

“For years, different
ones would say, ‘Why
don’t you be a foster
mom?’ But I really didn’t
want to be a foster par-
ent,” she said. “We had
tried for several years at
that point to have a baby,
but it just wasn’t hap-
pening.”

Jennifer said her hesi-
tation with becoming a
foster parent had noth-
ing to do with taking in a
child that wasn’t hers.

“My heart just wasn’t

Becoming a foster mom 
‘a calling’ for Jennifer Short

Jennifer 
Short and her
husband Scott
pose with
Hunter, who
was adopted
after being a
foster child in
the Short home, 
and Charleigh
Elizabeth, 
their biological
daughter. The
Shorts also
have two foster
children living
with them.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ron HarrisSee SHORT, PAGE 7
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Parrish resident Michelle Buford gathers ghost from
a box that was used at last year’s Fall Festival.

Parrish resident honored as committed volunteer  
By ELANE JONES
Daily Mountain Eagle

PARRISH — Parrish resident
Michelle Buford has been busy
lately doing
volunteer
work for the
town.

“I enjoy
doing things
that will help
make our
town a better
place,” Buford
said. “I want
others who
come to our
community to
see what Par-
rish is all about.” 

Buford is so involved in her

community that earlier this
year, she was one of three peo-
ple named as the town’s Super
Citizens of the Year by Parrish
Mayor Heather Hall. 

Buford’s husband, Raymond
Buford, is the supervisor for the
town’s street department. 

“Between Raymond working
for the town and both of us vol-
unteering, we stay pretty busy,”
Buford said. “But we enjoy it.”

Buford said she would like for
more people to come to her com-
munity and get to know the
town’s mayor as well as the
other people who work for the
town.

“I’m just one of those people
who likes to get their hands in-
volved in things,” Buford said.
“We have some great people in

this town and our mayor is
doing wonderful things.”

Buford helped decorate floats
at last year’s Town of Parrish
Christmas Parade as well as
helped with the Old Parrish
Town Hall Cleanup. She also
helped with this year’s Parrish
BBQ Cook-off and Car Show
and is currently helping with
the town’s Fall Festival and up-
coming Christmas Parade. 

Hall said she wishes the town
had more volunteers like
Michelle.

“Michelle is at every council
meeting and is very well-in-
formed about what is going on
in our community,” Hall said.
“Anytime I’ve asked for help

Michelle 
Buford

Buford ‘doing her share to
make town a better place’ 

See BUFORD, PAGE 13



By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

OAKMAN — Oakman’s
Allie Mae Kirk reflects
on the town she has
called home since she
was a young girl in 1930s
Walker County, giving us
all “something to think
about.”

On a weekday in early
October, Kirk sat in a
rocking chair at the Oak-
man Senior Center as
she told her story — one
of heartbreak, labor and
service to her community.

Kirk, born in Corona as
Allie Mae Douglas, was a
twin to her sister, Lily
Mae, who passed away at
a young age. When Kirk
was a little girl, she and
her other sister, Emma
Jean, moved to Oakman
with their parents.  

“That’s right where
we’ve been ever since,”
Kirk, 86, said.

She recalled attending
a small school in Oak-
man, beginning when she
was 6 years old. 

“We had a big school.
We had two rooms, and
then they cooked for us
over there,” Kirk said.
“They always had some-
thing for us to do outside,
playing ball and stuff like
that.”

Each morning, Kirk
said a janitor would come
to the school to make a
fire for each room so stu-
dents could stay warm,
and their lunch was pro-
vided by neighbors in the
community.

She said she’s always
remembered a bus driver
for the area, Preston
Brown, who transported
students to a middle

school in Parrish and
later the Walker County
Training School in Jasper
for high school students.
Kirk said he had two
wooden legs, but was still
able to drive the bus.
Years after Kirk had
graduated high school,
Brown was killed in
Jasper.

“He drove the bus. We
never did have a wreck or
nothing. That was some-
thing,” Kirk said. “That’s
something to think
about.”

Kirk has five children
— three girls and two
boys — and a bright
smile came across her
face when she recalled

meeting her future hus-
band, Johnny “Sonny
Boy” Kirk. 

With laughter, she told
of meeting him on the
way to a church service
in Oakman. She said he
asked to talk to her, and
they married four
months later.

“Back then, you would
catch the train and go to
Mississippi to get mar-
ried. We told [our par-
ents] we were going to
ride the train, but we
didn’t tell them where we
were going,” she said.

After being married for
over 30 years and creat-
ing a family together in
Oakman, Johnny passed

away at home. 
Over the years, Kirk

worked for two doctors in
Jasper, cooked at the old

Oakman Elementary
School and worked at
area day care facilities.
She remembers one boy

who affectionately called
her mama, and didn’t
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WE OFFER THE BEST IN SAVINGS, 
CONVENIENCE AND CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Natural Bio-Identical
Hormone Replacement

COME SEE OUR NEW GIFT SHOP!

Professional Pharmacy
featuring Extemporaneous Compounding

Professional Pharmacy

Today’s Women Prefer Natural Hormones

(205) 221-4564

ESTROGENS:
• estriol (E3), estradiol (E2), and estrone (E1) are often  
   prescribed in combination to re-establish a normal physiologic  
   balance.
• may increase HDL “good” cholesterol and decrease LDL “bad”  
   cholesterol
• help to decrease blood pressure and reduce plaque formation  
   on the arterial walls
• reduce the risk of colorectal cancer
• may improve mood, energy levels, and sleep patterns
• may reduce the risk of developing or the severity of type 2  
  diabetes
• may improve memory and cognitive function
• reduce bone loss
• help to alleviate mood swings
• help to decrease weight gain

 Did you know Henderson & Walton Women’s Center, P.C. — one of Alabama’s 
 largest and most respected OB/GYN practices — has an office right here in 
 Jasper? In fact, they have been bringing healthcare to the women of Walker 
 County for over 20 years!

 Dr. Carol Swindle and Dr. John Edwards 
 are Board Certified physicians in 
 Obstetrics and Gynecology. They 
 practice medicine at Henderson & 
 Walton’s main office in Birmingham, 
 and they also see patients in the Jasper 
 office several times each week. They are 
 currently accepting new patients,   so if 

 you’ve been looking for a health care provider closer to home, call them today!

 Dr. Carol Swindle  Dr. John Edwards

 To learn more about our physicians and the services we have to offer, 
 visit our website at www.hwwc.net.

 1009 7th Avenue  |  Jasper, AL 35501
 (205) 221-4221
 www.hwwc.net

 W OMEN ’ S  H EALTHCARE
 C LOSE   TO  H OME

‘Something to think about’
Oakman’s

Allie Mae Kirk
reflects on her
hometown

Daily Mountain Eagle - Nicole Smith

Allie Mae Kirk is pictured at the Oakman Sen-
ior Center in early October.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Nicole Smith

Allie Mae Kirk, second from left, poses with other women at the Oak-
man Senior Center as they display a quilt they all made together.

See KIRK, PAGE 15

that God is with us in all
of them. And I especially
know that God uses these
trials, these dark times in
our lives, to try to draw us
to him. I therefore believe

that the grace of God is an
experience of light. It is in
the dark that the light of
Christ can shine the
brightest, if we open our
eyes to his presence. That

is the work of pastoral
care, leading people to see
the presence of God in all
aspects of their lives, the
good times and the hard
times,” Hinkle said.

Hinkle From Page 2

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

The Rev. Robin Hinkle became the rector at St. Mary’ s Episcopal
Church in Jasper in August.
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  “Our Women,
 In A Man’s World”
 “Our Women, “Our Women,

 In A Man’s World” In A Man’s World”

 384-5070
  A trusted business since 1975!

 Free Estimates

 1600 Hw y 69 S • Jasper
 Mon.-Fri. 8: 00-5:30

 1600 Hw y 69 S • Jasper 1600 Hw y 69 S • Jasper
 Mon.-Fri. 8: 00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. 8: 00-5:30

 Counter Clockwise:
 Brandy Edgil,

 Myra Haley,
 Jennifer Aldridge,

 Kathy Blackwell, and
 Mandy Malone

 We will care for  ALL  of your ear, nose and throat needs. Including:  surgery of ear, 
 nose and throat, head and neck cancer surgery, robotic surgery, facial plastic and 

 reconstructive surgery, balloon sinuplasty, upper respiratory infections, flu, 
 allergies, voice restoration, botox, fillers, hearing aids and much more!

 Our doctors are all board certified and ded icated to providing exemplary care in all 
 phases of our specialty from infant to geriatric.

 We have 7 locations to better serve  you, and offer same day appointments. 
 Visit our website at   www.entalabama.com  Or call for your appointment today! 

 WBMC JASPER
 3400 Highway 78 E,

 Medical Arts Tower, Suite 205
 Jasper, AL 35501

 PHONE: (205) 221-4630
 TOLL FREE: 1-888-ENT-5020

Volunteers work hard at Safe Harbor Mission
By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

CARBON HILL - A
number of women are
working hard as volun-
teers at the popular Safe
Harbor Mission and Thrift
Store, providing a clean,
inexpensive venue for low-
income families. 

The ministry of the Car-
bon Hill First United
Methodist Church is co-
managed by Diane
Blankensopp and Billie
Ruth Vinson, but a num-
ber of other women also
participate, including
Mary Virginia Files, Vickie
Davis, Joyce Tucker, Doris
Stephens, Pat Breland,
Becky Hodgson, Deborah
Webb and Lorene Kim-
brell. All are natives of
Walker County. (Tom Yawn
also helps out as well.)

Blankensopp said the
funds from the store are

used for needs, such as for
fire victims who lose their
homes and indigent people
needing clothes. They help
secure items for an annual
toy drive for a Cherokee
Native American reserva-
tion in Oklahoma. The
church’s food bank is also
helped by funds raised in
the store.

“We’re just real blessed
in this community to have
so many nice donations
given to us,” she said. “One
of the nicest thing that has
always been said about our
shop is, ‘This is the nicest,
cleanest place, and it does-
n’t smell.’ And they really
like our prices,” compared
to what is charged in sur-
rounding areas. 

The ladies gather at the
facility to handle cus-
tomers, stock the shelves
and sort through dona-

These are but a
few of the volun-
teers who help
make Safe Harbor
Mission and Thrift
Store in Carbon Hill
a clean, inexpen-
sive place to shop
for low-income
families. Shown
are, standing, from
left, Mary Virginia
Files, Vicki Davis,
Joyce Tucker; and
seated, from left,
co-managers Diane
Blankensopp and
Billie Ruth Vinson. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed HowellSee HARBOR, PAGE 14

“I never initiate a conversa-
tion with someone who has
been here because it’s not
right. I’ve had people I know
come here, and it’s like we
don’t know each other. Every-
thing is confidential. So if I
see someone in public, I
never speak to them unless
they speak to me. They may
not want people to know,”

Allen said.
Allen, who is contemplating

retirement, is still trying to
decide what to do once she
leaves the office for good.

“I’m kind of looking for-
ward to it, but I’m not at the
same time. It (the job) gives
you a reason to get up and
get dressed in the morning,”
she said.

Allen From Page 10

Diane Allen sits at her desk

with anything, Michelle and her husband, Raymond,
are always there and more than willing to help out.”

Hall said Buford also works the concession stand
for the Parrish’s semi-pro football team, the P-Town
Wreckazs, and is one of the team’s biggest cheer-
leaders. 

“It would be wonderful if we had a hundred
Michelles running around town, but we can’t,” Hall
said. “Michelle loves our community and she’s al-
ways out there doing her share to make it a better
place.”

Buford and her husband have lived in Parrish for
over 10 years. 

The Buford’s have been married for 20 years and
have seven children. They each had three children
from previous marriages and they had one child to-
gether. 

Buford said she was very proud to tell people she’s
from Parrish and loves being a part of the commu-
nity.

“A lot of people really don’t know Parrish the way
I do. They just go by what other people say or by the
way things look,” Buford said. “I just tell them they
to come visit our community and get involved.” 

Buford said not only would they see the real Par-
rish, they will also get to meet all the wonderful peo-
ple who work for the town, including the police
officers, street workers and mayor.

“They would also get to meet all of the other won-
derful people who love our town as much as I do,”
Buford said.

Buford From Page 11

Michelle Buford checks out one of the
monsters that will be used as decora-
tions at this year’s Fall Festival. 

 Home Loan Experts  221-0110
 www.wabt.com
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 Left to Right:
 Chery A llison
 Vice President

 NMLS#629634
 Karen H yde

 Closer
 Lisa H arris

 Processor
 Robbie Jo nes

 Closer
 Heather Pitt man

 Processor
 Dana McCal eb

 Loan Officer
 NMLS#629639

 Melissa Thomp son
 Administrative 

 Assistant
 Connie Allr ed

 Processor
 NMLS#1206760

 Home Loan Experts
 MEMBER

 FDIC



WOMEN’S WORLD Jasper, Ala., Thurs., Oct. 26, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com – Page 3Page 14 – WOMEN’S WORLD Jasper, Ala., Thurs., Oct. 26, 2017 www.mountaineagle.com

  YOUR STORY YOUR STORY YOUR STORY St a r t s He r e S t a r t s He r e S t a r t s He r e
 What is the value of a Bevill State education?
 Training that results in increased earnings and a lifetime 
 of higher wages. Choose from programs in Academic 

 Transfer, Career Technical Education and Health Sciences 
 and let us help you start on a new career path.

 www.BSCC.edu |  800-648-3271 www.BSCC.edu |  800-648-3271 www.BSCC.edu |  800-648-3271

 BEVILL STATE
 COMMUNITY COLLEGE
 Fayette | Hamilton | Jasper | Sumiton | Carrollton

 It is the policy of the Alabama Community College System, its Board of Trustees, and Bevill State Co mmunity College, a postsecondary institution under its control, that no person shall, on the grounds  of 
 race, color, disability, sex, religion, creed, national origin, or age, be excluded from participati on in, be denied the benefit of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program, activity, or e mployment.

‘This job is rewarding to me’

By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

In her life, Joeletta Barrentine
has held several different titles —
student, volunteer, council member,
jewelry-maker, lawyer, municipal
judge, wife and mother.

She describes her life as “never
boring” and says she always has
something going on.

After considering a career as a
veterinarian, Barrentine decided
against it and instead pursued a
career in law, something she had
been interested in since a young
age.

She described junevile law as her
passion, noting that she always has
time for her juvenile clients and
that they were her number one pri-
ority, as far as work goes.

“This job is rewarding to me,” she

said of her law practice, citing in-
stances where people adopted or
helped take care of children in
need. “I wanted to help people. And
I honestly believe where I am right
now, God put me there.”

Barrentine said she always
wanted to be involved with politics
and, indeed, started heading in
that direction even as a teenager.

When she was around 15 years
old, Barrentine went door-to-door,
handing out pamphlets for local po-
litical candidate Bob Wilson’s cam-
paign. While doing so, she began
developing her own opinions on po-
litical matters.

“I became very interested in poli-
tics and how it works. ... I remem-
ber thinking [when I worked on the

Attorney Joeletta Barrentine
making her mark in the world 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Lea Rizzo

Joeletta Barrentine sitting at her desk in her law office in Sumiton.See BARRENTINE, PAGE 15

tions, especially those brought
in over the weekend. 

“We get the yard sale left-
overs,” Vinson said. “You never
know what you’re getting.”

However, other donations are
also slightly used all the way to
never used. Blankensopp noted
one donation recently of eight
brand new children’s jeans that
had never been worn, still with
tags on them. 

“We just love to see that,” she
said. 

Slightly worn clothes are put
through an on-site washer and
dryer, and even shoes are some-
times polished. They wind up on
racks and shelves that have a
full variety of items, including
jeans (some for $3 or $4), pants,
shirts (one from Chaps was for
$3 and one from Oleg Cassini
for $3.50), decorative items,
linens, glassware, cookware and
much more, at slashed prices. 

Blankensopp said the King’s
Home and a Tuscaloosa church
also gets some surplus items,
noting they don’t have the space
to handle all the items they re-

ceive. 
“We have very limited storage

space,” she said, noting large
items like mattresses are not
even accepted due to space.
“This is not big enough actually.
I don’t think when it was built
in 2002 (specifically for Safe
Harbor) that they visualized it
was going to grow as large as it
has.” 

The women are proud that
low-income families from
throughout the area are served. 

“You know we put $1 or 50
cents on a lot of these items,”
Blankensopp said. “We consider
this to be a low-income area.
We’re trying to (offer) these
things that people need and can
afford, and can buy two items
instead of one. If they go to
Jasper, they may only get one
for that $5, where they can get
two or three here sometimes.”

Vinson said the ministry grew
out of funds received from
United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) to in the
wake of the tornadoes that
damaged the area in 2002, as

the church received so many
clothes in the wake of the disas-
ter. The thrift store was started
it on a house near the church,
but it would eventually build
the current 45-foot by 70-foot
structure next to the church, at
459 1st St. NW. 

Blankensopp, a teacher who
retired from Carbon Hill High
School after 32 years, said she
started a number of years ago
“just out of the clear blue. I
came down.” 

Vinson, like Blankensopp, is a
member of the church, and be-
came the longest serving volun-
teer at the mission. She said
she saw where the operation
could use her services to make
some organizational and cos-
metic improvements. (She re-
tired from Alabama Power after
27 years.) Today, the facility has
achieved what all the volun-
teers wanted it to be on a num-
ber of levels. 

Asked how many people work
on an average basis at the facil-
ity, Blankensopp said, “Not
enough.” Many church members

work, although she noted Joyce
Tucker is not a member “but
she is one of the hardest work-
ers you’ve ever seen,” coming in
practically seven days a week. 

Blankensopp said sometimes
they have to go through dona-
tions on the weekend because it
can’t be done in one day. Bins
will be running over, and it is
hard to walk through the work
room. 

She said the biggest joy the
volunteers get out of the experi-
ence is the camaraderie.

“We all enjoy working to-
gether and we get along real
well. And it is just nice to hear
someone say, ‘You have a real
nice store,’” she said, noting peo-
ple from Fayette and Winfield
had visited in recent days. Cus-
tomers have come from Sulli-
gent and Haleyville, and they
note not many places exist in
Carbon Hill to shop for clothes. 

The pastor of the church for
about three months, Dwight
Geist, said the women of the
church are very important to
the ministry, and that he al-

ready appreciates them all. 
“So many times in a small

church it is easy to get lost and
forget the opportunities we
have to serve. This keeps us fo-
cused on needs in the commu-
nity,” he said. 

Asked what is particularly
needed, Blankensopp noted the
ministry never gets enough do-
nations of men’s shoes, and good
children’s clothes are needed.
Moreover, the women said they
also need more pots, pans and
other cooking ware, as some di-
vorced or burned out have noth-
ing to cook with. “We’ve had a
lot of requests for silverware,”
she said. 

Financial donations are also
accepted at Safe Harbor Mis-
sion and Thrift Store, Carbon
Hill First United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 578, Carbon
Hill, 35549. 

The facility is open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
sometimes on Saturday. 

The phone number is 205-
924-0232.

Harbor From Page 4
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 PHARMACY

 ACTIVE  IN WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE

 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
 Sat. 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

 221-3090
 1640 Highway 78 East • Jasper

 Flu Shots
 No Appointment 

 Needed

 A big salute to 
 the women of 

 our team
 and to the 
 women of 

 Walker County

 Providing Fast, Efficient And Quality Care At Reasonable Prices.

  OPEN DAILY UNTIL 8:00pm
 M-S 9:00am - 8:00pm • Sunday 1:00pm - 8:00pm

 2708 Hwy. 78 E., Jasper, AL • (205) 387-2253
 www.urgentcarenw.com

 STAFFED WITH PHYSICIANS EXPERIENCED IN TREATING
 Lacerations • Fractures • Sprains • Coughs • Colds

 Flu • Pediatric & Adult Illnesses
 Workman’s Comp Injuries

 HIGHLY SKILLED NURSING S TAFF EXPERIENCED IN
 IV Therapy • Splinting Injections

 ON-SITE LABORA TO RY & RADIOLOGY
 Staffed by Certified & Registered Personnel

 OCCUPATIONAL H E ALTH SERVICES
 Drug Screen Collection • Breath Alcohol Testing
 Physicals • DOT Medical • Certification Exams

campaign], ‘I want to do stuff to make
life better for people,’” she said. “I just
don’t ever remember not being driven to
make a difference.”

From 2000-08, Barrentine served two
terms as a member of the Sumiton City
Council. She said people still suggest
that she should run for office but she
gently reminds them that she’s already
done it.

Previously, Barrentine also worked at
the Sumiton Public Library and was in-
volved with local television stations as
an on-air personality.

“But sometimes I feel like it seems
like a world ago that I was doing these
things — working at the library, work-
ing at the TV stations, going to law
school, clerking,” Barrentine said. “It
seems like a world away from where my
life is now.”

In addition to her law practice, she
also serves as the municipal judge for
both Dora and Parrish, making her the
only female municipal judge in Walker
County.

“I take a different approach as a
judge. I don’t feel like my job is to pun-
ish — I feel like my job is to fix the
problem,” Barrentine said. “As a judge, I
would rather fix your problem than add
more problems to it.”

Barrentine also owns a boutique, Bou-
tique De La Reine, in Jasper and makes
and sells jewelry. She said she started
making jewelry and painting because
she “can’t turn [her] brain off” and they
developed into hobbies.

“My brain never stops. I’m constantly
thinking of what I can do business-wise,
of what I can do to make the world a
better place, where God will lead me
next,” she added. “I don’t think I’ve ever
had just one job. I love to work.”

Although she describes law as her
passion, Barrentine says her family is
her world.

She married her husband, Jeremy, 12
years ago and their son, Jase, is almost
16. Barrentine jokes that she didn’t get
married until she was 30 because she
was so busy in her 20s.

Barrentine tells her son she loves him
and encourages to “give 100 percent and
show somebody Jesus today” every
morning before he leaves for school.

“And I honestly think if you do, that
changes the world,” she said.

“That’s really what I try to do [at my
law office] and at my boutique and with
people who order the jewelry I make,”
Barrentine concluded. “In everything I
do, I try to show love and compassion
and empathy and understanding.”

Barrentine From Page 3 Kirk From Page 5
want to go home after day
care one day.

“When his mama came
to pick him up, he said, ‘I
don’t want to go with you.
I want to go with Mama
Kirk,’” she said. “He mar-
ried a girl from here, and
he still calls me mama.
That’s been through some
years.”

After working for many
years, Kirk found herself
at the Oakman Senior
Center in 1992 and began
cooking meals for people
in Oakman and other sen-
iors in the county. She
would even transport food
to seniors who couldn’t
make it to the center.

“That’s a lot of cookin’,”
she said. “I enjoyed doing
what I was doing, helping
these people.”

Food is now brought to
the senior center for the
seasoned community in
Oakman to enjoy lunch.
Kirk, who is the oldest
visitor of the senior cen-
ter, still finds herself

there every day to social-
ize with friends and stay
connected to the commu-
nity that she can still
vividly remember from
years past.

“There were stores over
there, and right here, this
was a store. A doctor’s of-
fice was right across the
road over there,” Kirk
said as she pointed out-
side the windows of the
senior center in down-
town Oakman. “Back
then, a lot of us didn’t
have cars. We would walk
down here and get what
we wanted. It ain’t like it
is now. You have to pay a
lot.”  

When asked about her
family, Kirk said she is
proud of her children and
grandchildren for becom-
ing college graduates, and
while most of her children
don’t live in Walker
County, she said they
were all graduates of
Oakman High School.

Oakman is now going

through a period of revi-
talization, and Kirk, now
retired, said she has al-
ways been proud to call
the community home.   

“Oakman has been
pretty good so far. I hope
it stays like this,” she
said.

The only thing missing
is you. Attend the

church of your choice.

A change of heart

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

The Rev. Robin Hinkle
came to Walker County
as the new rector of St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church
in August.

Before entering the
ministry, Hinkle prac-
ticed law for nearly 15
years.

She was a partner at
the Birmingham firm
Lightfoot, Franklin &
White until 2007.

“If you had asked me in
2005 or 2006, I would
have said, ‘I’m going to be
a lawyer for the rest of
my life.’ I was a commer-
cial litigator, so I did
business lawsuits. I loved
my practice and my
clients, and I got to travel
a lot,” Hinkle said.

Hinkle, who joined the
Episcopal Church 17
years ago, felt a call to
the ministry as an out-
growth of her involve-
ment in the long-term
recovery community.

Addiction had im-
pacted her immediate
and extended family for
years. 

Hinkle noted that
though programs exist
for the poor, those who do
not qualify because their
incomes are too high
often have to pay be-
tween $40,000 and
$60,000 for treatment.

“Fortunately, our fam-
ily members were able to
get good treatment and
to get into good recovery,
but we met a lot of people
who weren’t. We met peo-
ple whose insurance
would cover 14 to 21
days, and they would
cycle in and out of recov-
ery. That is so ineffective.
It’s harmful because you
lose faith that treatment

is actually going to
work,” Hinkle said.

Hinkle and her hus-
band developed a plan for
affordable treatment for
middle-class individuals
battling addiction. 

In 2007, Hinkle left law
and founded Redmont
Health Services Inc.,
which opened a clinic in
Idaho. 

Though Hinkle and her
business partner sold the
company at the onset of
the recession, the clinic is
still in operation.

“They’re going strong.
They’ve actually opened
a second clinic, and
they’re using the exact
model that we set up,”
Hinkle said.

After selling the com-
pany, Hinkle attended
Sewanee, a university in

Tennessee owned and
governed by the dioceses
of the Episcopal Church.
(Hinkle’s sister, a former
accountant, felt her own
call to the ministry
around the same time.
She is currently a
Methodist minister in At-
lanta.)

Before coming to St.
Mary’s, Hinkle was an
associate rector at Epis-
copal Church of the Holy
Apostles in Hoover. 

Shortly after her ar-
rival, St. Mary’s reestab-
lished Sunday School for
children and adults at 9
a.m. prior to the 10 a.m.
service.

She has recently been
teaching a series based
on Robin Williams’ list of
Top 10 Reasons to Be an
Episcopalian.

The importance of for-
giveness and allowing
the light of Christ to
shine through in every
aspect of one’s life are
frequent themes in Hin-
kle’s sermons.

In September, she con-
trasted the secular em-
phasis on critical
thinking with Christ’s
creative thinking.

“I wonder if God there-
fore wants us also to
focus on the good and the
light because it is then
that we can perceive the
inspiration from the Holy
Spirit within us. I have
noticed that when we are

in the middle of fixating
on the darkness of a situ-
ation or a person, that it
is almost impossible to
perceive what is, or can
be, good and true. But
when we let go of the
hold of the darkness, and
open our hearts to the
light of God, it is then
that the spark of new
life, new creation, new re-
lationships and new
ideas are set in motion,”
Hinkle told parishioners.

In addition to her
preaching and teaching
duties, Hinkle also em-
braces pastoral care. Ex-
amples include leading a

weekly grief group, as-
sisting clients who attend
the church’s weekly food
bank with problems in
other areas of their lives
and helping families
whose loved ones are
seeking treatment for ad-
diction.

Transitions such as los-
ing a job, losing a loved
one or preparing for one’s
own death provide oppor-
tunites for pastoral care.

“I do not believe that
God sends us all the tri-
als and tribulations of
our lives, but I do know

St. Mary’s priest entered 
ministry following law career

The Rev. Robin Hinkle
Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

The Rev. Robin Hinkle of fers a blessing for parishioner Angie Gos-
sett’s pet at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church’s recent Blessing of the An-
imals.  

See HINKLE, PAGE 12
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